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Conversation No. 517-25 
Cassette No. 743 
Oval Office 
 
[The President and John Ehrlichman, chief domestic policy advisor to the White House, 
talking about drug traffic] 
 
Ehrlichman: I would like you to say to these ambassadors, “I want you fellows to go 
home and tell your countries that we are not going to extend foreign aid to any country 
that persists in permitting narcotics to be produced and transshipped to our people 
through their territory.” 
 
Nixon: Well the difficulty now would be – I don’t know how many countries are there. 
We don’t give any foreign aid to the French. We do to the Turks. The Turks might say, 
“Ok.” 
 
[Section removed] 
 
Ehrlichman: Thailand, Laos, . . . 
 
Nixon: It’ll work with Thailand, it’ll work with Laos, and it’ll work with, ah… 
 
Ehrlichman: Mexico… 
 
Nixon: Mexico, well we don’t give much… we don’t give to Mexico. 
 
Ehrlichman: Well, we give military assistance to Mexico, we do to Turkey. 
 
Nixon: Well, I think we could put it in terms of the – the Congress is gonna do this. We 
may do it, I don’t know.  
 
Ehrlichmann:  All right. I’ll talk to Henry about what the possibilities are. 
 
[Conversation continues on unrelated subjects] 
 


