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FOREWORD: IN PROVIDNG THE FOLLOWING ASSESSMENT, THE -
EMBASSY'S CLEAR UNDERSTANDING OF THE GROUND RULES FOR

USE OF THE REPORT IS THAT IT IS FOR THE INTERNAL USE OF
ELEMENTS OF THE DEPARTMENT AND OF OTHER EXECUTIVE-BRANCH
AGENCIES TO WHICH STATE MAKES IT AVAILABLE. BY THE NATURE
OF THE REQUIREMENT IN REF (A), ASSESSMENTS TEND TO FOCUS -

ON VIOLATIONS OR INFRINGEMENTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS RATHER THAN
TO CONCENTRATE ON POSITIVE ASPECTS OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS
SITUATION. THE EMBASSY. HAS ATTEMETED TO DESCRIBE THE
SITUATION IN THE OVERVIEW PARAGRAPH THAT FOLLOWS. OUR
UNDERSTANDING IS THAT NEITHER. THE WHOLE ASSESSMENT NOR
ANY PORTION OF IT WOULD BE MADE PUBLIC. PUBLIC RELEASE
WOULD BE HARMFUL TO THE FUTURE COURSE OF U.S.-MEXICAN
RELATIONS. .

A, CONDITION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN MEXICO--OVERVIEW. THE
SITUATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS IN MEXICO CAN BE DESCRIBED AS
GOOD WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF A DEVELOPING COUNTRY WITH A
BASICALLY ONE-PARTY SYSTEM. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE EXCEPTIONS
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(NOTED BELOW) TO THIS RECORD, IT IS IMPORTANT TO KEEP IN

MIND THAT THE "AVERAGE MEXICAN"--LIMITED ONLY BY HIS
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL MEANS--CAN READ ANY AUTHOR,
TRAVEL AND SETTLE IN THE COUNTRY FREELY, COMPLAIN ABOUT
THE GOVERNMENT, SPEND HIS MONEY AS HE WISHES, AND GENER-
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ALLY LIVE HIS ENTIRE LIFE WITHOUT EXPERIENCING BEING
FOLLOWED, SPIED UPON, OR WIRETAPPED. HOWEVER, THOSE
DEEPLY TIED TO THE POLITICAL SYSTEM (LE., NEWSPAPER
EDITORS) OR THOSE SERIOUSLY THREATENING THE SYSTEM (LE.,
TERRORISTS), WILL FIND THEIR HUMAN RIGHTS TO BE MUCH MORE
LIMITED. AND THOSE MEXICANS WHO FORM PART OF THE ECONO-
MICALLY MARGINAL POPULATION, WHILE HAVING THE SAME POLI-
TICAL FREEDOMS AS THE "AVERAGE MEXICAN", SUFFER FROM A
DEPRIVATION OF THEIR BASIC ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND CULTURAL
RIGHTS. END OVERVIEW.

1. RESPECT FOR INTEGRITY OF PERSON. MEXICO'S MOST CON-
SISTENT PATTERN OF VIOLATIONS WITH RESPECT TO INTEGRITY

OF THE PERSON HAS OCCURRED IN THE PERIOD. IMMEDIATELY FOL-
LOWING ARREST, WHERE PSYCHOLOGICAL AND PHYSICAL ABUSE IS
NOT UNCOMMON, ESPECIALLY DURING INTERROGATION, BOTH
MEXICANS AND FOREIGNERS HAVE BEEN SUBIECTED TO SUCH TREAT-
MENT. WHILE EMBASSY CANNOT PROVEIT, IT IS BELIEVED THAT
MEXICAN SECURITY OFFICIALS HAVE DEALT WITH TERRORISTS IN
THE PAST BY MURDERING THEM INSTEAD OF BRINGING THEM TO
TRIAL. ON OCCASION, MEXICAN POLICE HAVE INVADED THE HOMES
OR PLACES OF BUSINESS OF SUSPECTS. BUT NEIHER OF THESE
TWO LATTER VIOLATIONS HAVE AMOUNTED TO A WIDESPREAD OR
CONSISTENT PATTERN. BECAUSE OF THE PROBLEM OF CORRUPTION
AND BECAUSE OF THE POLITICIZED NATURE OF THE JUDICIAL .
SYSTEM, IT IS OFTEN DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN QUALIFIED LEGAL
COUNSEL OR TO BE ASSURED OF A FAIR TRIAL, IT MUST BE

NOTED THAT NONE OF THESE VIOLATIONS IS JUSTIFIED BY THE
CONFIDENTIAL
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GOM IN ANY PUBLIC POLICY.

2. RESPECT FOR CIVIL AND POLITICAL LIBERTIES.

(A) FREEDOM OF THOUGHT, RELIGION, ASSEMBLY--THE GOM IN-
FREQUENTLY EXERCISES PRIOR CENSORSHIP OF THE PRESS (E.G.,
BY "SUGGESTING" HOW A STORY IS TO BE HANDLED, OR THAT IT
SHOULD NOT BE PRINTED), BUT USUALLY RELIES INSTEAD ON
PRESS SELF-CENSORSHIP AND UNDERSTANDING OF "RULES OF THE
GAME", SUCH AS NO DIRECT CRITICISM OF THE PRESIDENT OR THE
MILITARY. THE GOM UNDER ECHEVERRIA, ON THE ONE HAND, PER-
MITTED MORE OPEN CRITICISM OF SOCIO-ECONOMIC CONDITIONS
AND OF THE POLITICAL SYSTEM, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND,
ECHEVERRIA WHILE PRESIDENT ACQUIRED THE LARGEST NEWSPAPER
CHAIN IN COUNTRY, AND THE GOM ILLEGALLY CLOSED RADICAL
LEFTIST NEWSPAPERS WHOSE EDITORS MAY HAVE HAD TIES WITH
TERRORISTS, AND ENGINEERED THE OUSTER OF THE EDITOR OF







