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North Korea's Expanding Nuclear Effarts - :

Summar)

yongyang'a accezaion to the Nuclear -

" Nonprolitération ty (NPT) in Decimbear 1886 obligstes it to belng all of .

its' nacledr-facilities under full~scope International Atomic ‘Energy. Agency

safaguards; but it has yet to entsr into the raquired 'ssfeguards agrearment
ar gcknowledge new nuclear-related facliitias. Thege failyres have ralsed . -
South Korean'concerns sbout the Nortii's nuclear [ntentions, with Ssoul, .- -
publicly steting that P'vongyang could have nucloar waapons in a few

. years. North Karea suffers.fromm chronie energy shorteges, and the Sovlats
"haye agreed.to help bulld & nuclgar power, plant, suggesting, at fanst part -

of P'lyongyang's nuclear pragram Is aimed st developing A new energy ©
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source. We have no evidence.that North Kores is pursuing a v w
weapon option, but we cannct rule out that possibility.

P'yongyang's Nuclear Efforts...

The Yongbyan Nuclear Research Center, the focal point of tha

North! ax @stablished with Soviet sssistancé in the
18605 Until the early 19803, tha center consisted of
an o ared with 8 BEmagawatt {(MW) rasearch reactor, supplied by

the Soviate undor IAEA safeguards. and-a lsrge support-area, smcu the.
Narth bagar an sxpansion program In 1980, it has con:tructad more

support huildings and a 10~ to 30~-MW graphite-mi
reactor fusiad with natural urantum?

‘ In our vlaw, ‘at laut purt of Nog h Koreus nuclaar
. at developing a hew enaergy source,

Fyangyang hes initiated a major hydroslactric |
power projact at Kumgangsan in southwestarn North Korea, and is
:connrucunu thermal power plaats throughout the country. The Soviets

have agrésd to help bulid 8 nuclear power plant, and the North may wali”
".. hops this will ba the baginning of a series of. nucleaé projects that will:
"help its unarnv—short economv.

Nanetholosn. the new 10— to 30~-MW reactqr taigses soma gu

The reactor could bd’ used for power enuratlonm
W.m its limited estimatad, elactrlc
" output would 'do 0 €239 P'yongyang’s anargy. shortag

i Wa believe P’vungvlng probably has niso ﬁwolopad portlona af the front end of the
nuclear (uel tycle-~uranium mining, mllllng. and fus} fahrlcntlon-—to provlde {uel for
1] nuclur actlvlsln. ) : .
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- mmv mon!hs nway

- . ‘snnounced the project's location, hut the Soviet pres
.-ndicute tha piant wil be bulit bofafn 983,
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~And Nu’_npmlmutlmy Parfarmance

The Issue of the purpose far the 10- to 30-MW feactor--along with
the Narth's unwillingnass to scknowladga its existence~~highlights ’
Pyongyanp's fallure to follow up on Its accession to the Nutlear
Nenproliferation Treaty (NPT) in Dacembaer 1885. In accérdance. wlth me

".NPT, the North should have entered Into a sefeguards

ngraamanb-lncludlns declaration and an-zite lnspacuan ‘of its nucloar .

‘tacHities~~with the Interriationat Atamic Enargy Agency (JAEA) within 18 .
months. On 2 June 1087--days bafore its target date-~the North Kurcans T

rejected. the proposed IAEA safaguards agreemarnt, claiming it infringed .on
their natlonal soverelgnty because.lt was morg restri “than tha model
NPT Safeguards Aprdemaent.

visw, Implementation ol teguards .agreement 15, at best,’

N

E The Srwlnt cunnectlon

Wa belinvo Moscow plavud a large role in encouraging
P'vongyang to sign the NPT in Decsmber 1985. The Saviets have
baan invalved in North Karea’s nuclear program since at least -
1858.. In addition to providing technlcal- assistance, Moscow has
supplied a 4~MW resoarch raactor and assisted-in the: construct_inn .
of thc Yongbvon Nuclear Rasenrch Cantar.ﬂ e T
. North Korea depomad its instrument of accesslon with the
'Sovlets and the Soviet prass announced P'yongyang's declslon t6-

join the NPT." The North Korean prass, on the other hand, was
.sllent. Moscow, apparentiy In rézponse to P'yongyang's accession
to’ the NPY, sgracd to bulld at least one péwar ptent, that cauld:be
-gompasad of a3 many as four 440-MW reactors. Neithgr side has.
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Figure. 1 .
North Karea's Nuclear Research Center
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