DLEEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SECRET ) ACTION March 28, 1971
— (Sunday)

MEMORANDUM FOR DR. KISSINGER
FROM: Samuel M. Hoskinson

SUBJECT: Situation in Pakistan

As you will have noted from the cables and situation reports,
the situation in Fast Pakistan appears to have taken another
turn for the worse. Having beaten down the initial surge of
resistance, the army now appears to have embarked on a reign
of terror aimed at eliminating the core of future resistance.
At least this seems to be the situation in Dacca. We have
virtually no reliable information on the situation in the
other cities or what is going on in the countryside where
most of the population resides.

These latest developments would seem to raise new policy
issues for us. The most immediate questions which come to
mind are:

-~ Is the present U.S. posture of simply ignoring the
atrocities in East Pakistan still advisable or should
we now be expressing our shock at least privately to
the West Pakistanis? Our Consul General in Dacca
thinks that the time has now come to approach the West
Pakistanis. We do not yet, but should before long,

have a recommendation from Ambassador Farland. (Comment:

The Government has deported all foreign press corres-
pondents but the story is still getting considerable
play here. The full horor of what is going on will
come to light sooner or later. After our major effort
to provide natural disaster relief last fall, the Ad-

ministration could be vulnerable to charges of a callous

political calculation over a man-made disaster.)

-- The Indians are clearly nervous about the situation.

They do not seem disposed to intervene but there is con-

siderable pressure on Mrs. Gandhi and we know that they
are dusting off their own contingency plans. At a time
when tensions are high in the subcontinent, there is
always a chance that another irrational move could
ignite a larger and even more serious confliet. Is
now the time, as our contingency plans would seem to
suggest, to begin closer consultations with New Delhi?
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-~ There are a whole range of AID issues that will be
coming up because of prior commitments and things
already in the pipéline. Our actions on those could
add up, in some peoples' eyes, to approval or dis-
approval of the West Pakistani actions. At a minimum,
they imply U.S. involvement given the situation in
Pakistan.

RECOMMENDATION: It is hard to predict what the next several
days will bring, but, based on the current situation, you might
wish to comsider adding Pakistan to the agenda for Wednesday.

Approve

Disapprove
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