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Cutting Off Military and Economic Assistance
Background

o
Trom the start of the conilict in Fast +akistan, Congressional reactions

have been generally cirtical of West Pakistani actions and the Administra-
tion's policies, This criticism has grown ia recent weeks and has con-

giderable bipartisan support, as well 28 that of virtually all the Democratic

Presidential "hopefuls. - It has been fed by fairly heavy and continuiag
coverage of the situation in East akistan, by the press and by what many
‘members of Congress regard as the State Department's deception in
‘handling the arms supply issus. But there is also the fact that the Admin-
istration has few, if any, natural allies on this issue and most conceraed
Americans, especially those in academic circies, iavor putting some
pressure on Fregident Yahya to reverse his course.

The following are the major Congressicnal developments to date:

-=On July 15 the House Foreign Affairs Commitiee voted 17 to 6 in
favor of the "Gallagher amendment' to the Foreign Assistance Act
which would ''suspend’ all economic (except food) and military aid
to Falistan until the Fresident reported to Coagress that (a) the
Pakistani authorities are "cooperating fully in allowing the situation
in Zast Fakisten to return to reasonable stability’ and {b) that the
refugees "have been aliowed, to the exteat feasible, to return aad
reclaim their lands aad properties.’”

--Senators Saxbe and Church, along with 31 other co-sponaors, ine
cluding Senator Scott, bave a similar amendment to the Foreign Assis-

tanee Act before the Secate Foreign Relations Committes, It would
suspend both military and econemic assistance and sales until {a} inter-
national relief hali begun on a regular basis throughout East Fakistan
and (b) "a majority” of the East Fakistanl refugees bhad been repatriated
from India.
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