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Aperican Friends of the Middle Fast - -

with regard to your recent inquiry concerning the activities and

usefulness of AFHE, the following comments night be of use to you"in

connection with your forthcoming discussion with Harold Minor:
‘ 1. Op the whole AFME appears to be playing a useful role in the -
rawe - 2 development of U.S.-Arab friendship. Its -’;ir_:‘m,cipalr activities, as you '

know, are in inter-cultursl relaticns and student affalrs. Tt now has

offices with student counselors in Cairo, Damascus Jordan Jerusalem;

Amman, Baghdad, Tehren, and Karachi. It is our impression that. the

advice and information provided through these facilities for foreign

_ students: is’a very positive factor in encouraging’and directing the flow
of scholars to this country. In some of’ these; places USIA depends on
ARME for coungeling, particularly of ‘private students. Yith regard o

St 0 C3aer-culiural relations, AFNE performs &-USEfult service in pringing -
--fopeign; ledders, to: this country:end sporisoTing visits by leadings =
"Aﬁef?Qéﬁ$§ﬁ§{ﬁbgﬁﬂidéle Eaép;:fiﬁjE:ﬁﬁmﬁéﬁf6£§§§$§$iﬁdﬁha?éifoﬁnd"it;
Y rtrencly helpful o, call on ABME 1o sponsoficeftaln Y1sits, vhich o,
¥ asgpverpment - weye, uriabls to " sponsor. - Excha nges’ undér such’ auspices’ '

o pend 't give ihelindividuals: coriceined- aniiindependént’” statug which - -~ *

enhances their effectiveness in-whichever Middle Eastern country may

e
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be. concerned. - In general, ATME hds established a- good reputation with

governments of the area and its sppnsorshi‘g’i;;fdf,i_an Aperican visitor
usually assures him of favorable and exten‘si_v'_é"gttentidn.

.......

2. . There haye been problens in the bast. with. excessively.vociferous .
‘expressions on political matters from ARME Tepresentatives. We: recognize
that to retain AFME's independent appearance its léaders should express
objective viewpoints on U.S. Government policies ‘and actions. Such
criticism, however, ought to be restrained and wnemotional. This point .
was made by Stuart Rockwell in a conversation with Harold Hinor last June. “
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Ly, Oter:aspects of ARME's activified ire, those it carries on in this

country/
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comntry as a forum for information and exchange of views on Middle East
problems. _To this end, it publishes a monthly. newsletter, occasional
papers prepared by its research section, and a basic facts series of
mimeographed sheets on individual countries. It usually conducts also
some kind of anmal conference in the United States where scholars,
journalists and representatives of the Middle Eastern countries gather
Tor discussions of Middle Eastern affairs.  Thus, there is of course

an element in AIME's activities aimed at the American public and intended
to inform and to some extent influence it in viewpoints on -the area.
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