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The present govermment of Iraq, realizing the threatoto ™ I

T
internal security of Communist activities, is undertakiyé?the‘créjnxbgz:g
first positive propaganda steps against the Communists in JoL/I—&
recent years. vy the direct subsidization of two newspapers, . /-,
through special programs on Radio Baghdad, and through partial —_ .. .~
subsidization of two anti-Communist editors, anti-Communist 1A Ry
information is being placed in publie channels. Material, somevd . )
of which is received from USIS, is screened by a special E -5
committee operating under the ﬁirector General of Propaganda, © .
The campaign to date has concentrated on nationalist themes, [/8/ia /2
particularly the relationship of local Communists to those in %7,/
Israel although some directly anti-Soviet material is beginning
to appear. Although the campaign marke a forward step in the
realization of the danger of Communist activity, it is seriously
handicapped by an absence of cooperation on the part of most of
the important editors, by a shortage of capable writers and
Journalists willing to work on the campaign, and by the rela-
tive instability of the Present government.,

DETAILS

From the beginnin of his tenure of office as Prime
Minister, Dr, Fadhil Al-Jamali hag indicated to representatives
of the Embassy his desire to fight the Communists in Iraq, both
by police and propaganda methods., This desire has been echoed
by both the Minister of Interior, Said Qazzaz, and the Minister
of State responsible for pbress, radio and information, Rufail
Butti., Dr, Jamali has on two occasions made publie references,
both indirectlg ind directlgBto the Communists., In g Press
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conference on ober 4, 19 he referred to the menage from
the North, On December'BO, he made a direct reference in
Parliament to the Communists and publicly stated that two

loecal organizations, the Partisans of Peace and the Union of
Youth, were Communist fronts,
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While past govermments have takenm police action against B
the local Communists, with varying degrees of strength, none | [y
of them has paid any attention to efforts made by Embassy and -~ &
USIS representatives to interest them in more positive propa- .
ganda action. The consgtant hope of USIS officers that an -

' indigenous distribution channel for non-attributed anti-
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