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Enclosed is a|memorandum pyepared by Lee Dinsmore,

Public Affairs Officer in Kirkul, reporting a éhort trip

to the Barzan tribal counti'y in{Iragi Kurdistan, The %%’:
report nétes that Tome of the Bafzanis who were scattered 2
after the Mulla Mustafa insurree¢tion in lQhé, particularly Eﬂ
those who have been exiled to southern Iraq by the Govermment, :4
are now being allowed gradually|to retu?n to the Barzan area, gg
The report describeés the razed Vvillages, .bad roa?s and Ei
communications and{general isolation of the aréé'to wnich éq)
they are returnings ff
f"éf"“f)‘ ). Ol
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August 7, 1953 J

Trip by PAC Lee Dinsmore, Kirkuk in Northern Liwa,
Barzanl area.

SUBJECT

August 2 to 5, 1953

The single, most striking
into Barzani tribal country was

tion, razed villages and lack of

of communication apd commerce.

bservation on this short trip

that of the scarcity of popula-

contact with the main lines
Ihis fact has much to do with

the continuing attitudes of separateness and contributes to
the conviction on the part of the inhabitants that they are
not really a part of the country, Irag, Very much the same
attitude is expressed by government servants in these areas
who feel that assignment to a dilstant Nahia or Qada in the
region is akin to banishment, In 1946, after the latest
Barzanl insurrection, large numbgrs of these tribesmen and
thelr families left the area and| went to Sheikhan in Mosul,
Makhmour and Koi Sanjak in Erbill Tran and to priscn or
governmentusuperviﬁed exile in the south of Iraq. A group
also followed Mullg Mustafa. Reg¢ently, the government has
released the majority of the group held in detention in the
south and some of tthem have begun to arrive back in their
villages in the Noxth. Ahmed Agha, Mulla Mustafa's brother,
is one who must stgy in Basra angd is not allowed to return,.
They are poor and Have little tofjreturn to except their
mountaing, and they are bitter. {Several loan officials think
that it would be unwise for the government to allow the Aghas
te return but that {there would be little trouble if they were
kept in the south where they have no influence. Hamad Agha
el Mergasuri has rgturned within{the past 10 days to the tiny
village of Mergasux, There is alpolice post with 30 men
stationed in it but nothing left|of the village except three
or four widely scattered houses.| He expressed himself quite
frankly to me as hoping for aid vo the Kurds and sald that he
had no money with which to begin|to farm, This "aid" was
understood to be that which the govermment should give. The
young Mudir Nahiaa, Falqg Aqrawi,iwas present and quite

t

obviously reluctant! to carry on a lengthy conversatlon on

the subject- of the Barzanis and their problems., In another
conversation with him, he asked the reporting officer if he
knew Awni Yousaef, [Erbil lawyer.] (See report on this man

of April 10, 1953.)| The Mudir also discouraged our showing
some film strips tg the police and villagers in the evening.
His advice to me wgs all in the 'egative whenever the subject
of our film van wag introduced. {1t is my opinion that he
does not want American films or printed materials in his

areé. His reference to Awni Youssef is probably enough to I
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