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T have bhe honor to atbach hereto a memorandum prepared by’ ”7
¥r, C. Rdvard Wells, the Public Affajrs Officer of .the Fsbassy, under dabe

D
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of May 28 entitled "Report on the Use of Anti-Soviet Material Within Iran r
During Period Covered by Last Two Years"', I
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Tn view of the unfair and distorted criticism which has at times been
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made of the failure of the USIS office in Tehran to combab communism T haveT 1IFT "

asked Mr, Wells to prepare this memorandum, I may add that Mr. Wells does
not endeavor to incorporate in this memrandum all the activities of the
USTS section of the Embassy. and of other sections of the FEnbassy against
inbernational communism dur ing the last two years, Practically all of the.
personnel of the Fmbassy engaged in substantive work have been unobbrt iVe].}J"
vel persistently and continuously, taldng advanbage of every opportunidgzy

to expose the fallacies of communism and to warn Iranian officials, edi&bors|
professors, business leaders and other Iranian nationals of the danger§ to
Iran from international commnism. The Frbassy personnel have engaged i
literally hundreds of conversations on this subject and I bellieve that
their activities have had considerable success, It should be pointed @t ,
however, that any strugrle against communism on the part of the FmbassyZfwst
be carried on discreetly. The meubers of the Fubassy cannot flaunt el ther
their acbivities or thelr accomplishments in this regard. The Iranian ==
Government has made it abundantly clear on a number of occasions that it
will not permit that Iran shall become the scene of an ldealogical war
between counbries malntaining correct relations with it, While T was
Ambassador in Tndia both the Indian and Pakistan Governments received
complaints from the Govermment of Irdn because their respective Brbassies
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in Tehran were engaged in a propaganda war., Similarly on numerous occasiong.

menbers of the Tranian CGovermment had indicated to members of the Tmbassy
that it would be extremely unfortunate if the Fmbassy should use facilities
accorded to it by the Covernment of Tran in order openly to attack the
Soviet Union or the Sovliet Satellite States, They frequently refer to an
Tmperi al Tranian Decree dated Seplember 25, 1949 which reads as follows:

"No embassy, legation, consulate, or foreign representative
in Tran has the right to distritute any publications in which policy
of Tran, situation of the couniry, support of certain definite groums
or opposition to another group are discussed. WNor have they the
right to distribute publications which make Iran a center and place
of political propaganda against a third government." T
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In view of this situation the Department wlll understand why the Umhassy &B
not in a positlon to advertlse ibs offorts to combat Ilnternablonal commun:f.aam LAY
Tran. TLmy add that T am confident bthab there ls not a member of tha Tnbassy

. Btaff who la pulling hie Runchem in the strupgle against communilem bodaves of
o

i Vaony, noaret mympalhy o b

oyance Lov communiem ox for tho idoology and poldelan “

G of the Bovlet Union and the Sovlet Satellite States, | , ],=s:4
g ' § T 1] ’ i
; ' There is-also attached to this despatch an envelope conba:a.m.ng in smgle?lig .
v copy nine exhibits relating to the efforts of the USIS sectlon of thé=Embassy ‘i
‘ to combat communi.sm, | : i y
i o 1] jli“éi
E : Respectfully, 5 ‘ ‘51}i’|i
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