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TERElon. bthat recent student disturbances in Ifaq c T
have been to a large measure Communist-inspired has led the o
Ministry of Education to embark of ficially on a program of I THFO
antl-commmist activities among the students. This program has o pa
presented the Embassy, through USIS, with an unparalleled TN oI
opportunity to reach a priority target audience through Govern- ——rpp—
ment channels, Accordingly, USIS has proposed to the Minilster 1 oA
of Educabion four lines of action, Departmental cooperabion N UﬁA
in making possible the realization of these proposals will give ¥ IPS
USIS a unique opportunlty to be effective in assistlng in the o RS
solution of one of the most eritical political problems in Iraq. —
References; The following previous communications from the CATRO

Embassy are percinent to this problem; Despabteh No, 383 of ' - & )

December 8, 1952, and Despatch No. 668 of March 19, 1953,
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: These despabches and the history of Iraq in recent years
clearly indlcate the power of students insplred to demonstra-.
tions by antl-Government elements. In the dlsturbances which
have taken place slnce the beginning of Qctober last year,

the inspiration appears to have been largely Communlst,
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-D8I8 Proposes;

As the Department ls aware, USIS has long considered the
students to be one of the primary target audiences In Iraq., AT
every opportunity, representatives of USIS have pointed out to
college deans and to offlclals of the Ministry that the gbudents
were being used by Communist elements to create political dis-
turbances. Representatives of USIS have further urged that the
Ministry take positive,as well as repressive,measures in dealling
with these disturbances. Within the last month, it has become
evident that the Ministry ls now prepared to take such posltive
action and is prepared to cooperate with USIS in such acblon,
Enclosed with this despatch 1is a memerandum by the public Affalrs
offlcer of a conversation with the Minister of Educatlon held
on March 30, in which the:Minister outlines the most recent
disturbances and the measures he has taken and proposes Lo tale, r
In this same conversatlon, he listened readlly and indicatéﬂ his 1 ==
‘interest in the four proposals made by the public Affairs GEfHer:
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