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Uo8. PUBLIG OPINTON ON IRAN

Novenbor 10, 1952 ’

Iran in the Publia Byo

Until fairly roeently, public sttention im the United Statos

P et e} B e i

has rarvely been divoetod Goward af{alrs 1 dran,. 40 2OGONG
doeadas, Lupropy, the Far Last and Letin Americsn have érawn nmush
more Interast then ths strange and listile-known Near and Middle
Baste Iran’s role in %erld War II received publisity at the

vime and in tha spring of 39h6 the pressnce of Sovist troops in
Iren, oo dobated inm the UN Seeurity Council, attracted major ate
tantlon. = The Sscurity Councill guestion was the Pired grenl poste
war eriels invelving potential or setual Communist aggrossion,

- It attyracted attentlon-as Lhe Llrst move by the Wast to arrest
_the tido of Commanist sxpanaion., In this context, Iran var as

wae lasa Imnorkent than the basle peinelple invelved,

Botwoon 19hd and 1951, when the Anglo~Iranian oil dispute
breola, Yran had not occasioned much publie attontion, in eom-
parisen with other areas in the Fferofront of world politics.
Singe fihe spring of 1951, howawer, public interest, ad msasured

©in news ottontlon,press and vanlo BiSgUsBlon, 8Loe., has basn

astive end sustained, Tho swecessive developments iR £ho oni
disputs have usually rscelved prominent and ssrlous abtontion.
Winlle ths smovnt of attentlon haa noturelly varied secording to
the rolatlve newgworthinsss of ovents, interest has remalned,

con the whole, on a falrly high level,

A raecent national obinion survey indisates that Iran'a
international probleme have mada a dont upon Ghe man b the
ptroel, This suwpgsy asked posvondents how loporfant 1T was Lo

-the United States "to coopsrata clossly" with five glven conn-

tries, Irzn was rated third in order of importanes, shead of

Ispgeld end Yugeslavio, and bohind France ond Weatern Gormany.

In.fast, simost as many sald 1t was vory important teo eosparate

with Iren (42%) es in respest to Franee (U5E),

Significancs of Iran on Vorld Seang

The prime sicnificanca bf Iren as a forelen polley problem
is considered %o rest In her sipategic propluqulty Lo (he Dovian
Union and in horx rich oll rosguress, 1o O LGBS0EF LXLONG, DA
peesives prominent attentlon g8 an ares in neod of economie

- dovelopment snd a8 a fetal point in ths world-wide movanent of
natlonaliom, = S ' _ . ‘ :
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. The possibility of Sovist control of Ivan has beom the
maler glement presont in preshically ail public dlssussion con-
garnine that eountiye. Lver olnce thas sleoste of Werld War 11,

- pommanintors have soen Iran a8 ons of tha bwo or thres world

« posltions agalnet whieh Soviet pressure is steadlly dlrested.

Iran®y prich 011 deposits havo also baesn often strossed, although
‘88 the Anglo-Iranian oll dlapute has continued, ths importanss
of Irvan’s oi}l han boon mord and nors discounisd.

AStitudes Yowerd Irenian Porscnalities:

The Shah: In contrast to tha "rlamboysnt® personailly of .
Hossadegh, the Shah at no timo has nmade a wory vivid
(“x impronsion on fAmoyicen obsoyvers. Un the otcaslon of his aix-
- wealk vifnite Lo oho U.S, 86 Ghe end of 1950, he drow oniy-1light,
though on the wholo friendly, pross ond radio ¢omment. Thon as
- now, the young King, in the view of most sommenbtators, appesyoed
1likoable and well-intentioned. His peak positlon in the publie
sateem was probahly reachad during the summsr of 1952, when the
initiation of tho royal land roform progrem eausged the Shah to
ba widely and faverably compeared with his neighbor, tha dspoossd
Farouk, Foir & timo, sone hops was even oxpressed that ho might
1 o pasume personal lesdarship in Iresn, poasibly sestablishlng a
i
|

military dletatorship in the fashion of BEgypt'e Napulb, Butb aa
pdlitors saw ths Irvanlan situation golng from bad to worss, they
“yary soon “wrote off" the Shah as a forse te bé rockoned with,
and many now bellave that his days are numbered,

, Mossadspn:  Promisr Mphammed Messadegh, on the other hand, has

! echisved a fame among the American public thai 18

" squalled by fow othor faces on the coentemporary intarnstianal
8een,  Actually, in spite of, or perhaps bocause of his
"oxasporating” diplematis tactiss and ‘odd foiblen, "Measy" op
“"rhe Woapor® has dosply intriguad American ebmervers, most of

- whom at first rogardad tho o)d man in the fraysd dressing-gown
a8 a figure of comle rslief, But at the baglnning of 1052, Tims

| pegretfully announced 1ts choles of Messadegh ae the "Man of Gho
? Yoar", explaining, “bsceuse his rapld advance Lrom ohscurity was
9 attended by the groatest stir." He "increased the danger of a

g - general war, impoverished his country and brought it snd some

neighbor lands to the brink of dlsaster,” '

——

In the wake of evonta binoe January, dbssrwvers have shoun
- Anersasiaz impetience with Mocsgadeph's " intransigences” md with
" Bia " bilackme i I thveats, And tho Hellol bheb no 40  playing fast
' and loose with the destiny of hie poopls” is extremely widespread.
v Nevortholeas, moat of thoop commenting adhers %o tha gonciusion
that any lorsgeenblo altornative to hossadoph dould onLy Dd WORSO.
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. Kashanl: * The “fFabulous" Bullah Ayntollah Xasheni, would-bee
unifior of the entire Moslem world and unofficlal
ruler of Iran’s pelitiesl strest gangs, iz drended a8 Just such
an @ventubliﬁyn His elestion an spaaker of the lewer houss of
. the Iranian Parllamont evoked widesprand relersnces to that
o "viclend anti-Wenterner", and his nbterances sinca then have
.0 done 1ittle to smend him sinister repubation. In the majority
© . yilew, the "ambitious" Mullah would not hositats to collaborate
with tho Nationael Front o further hie alms,

$4isudes Tovard 011 Biasputs
Inportance Attachad to Disputs

J>\ " Vhen the Anglomlrmmtun oll dilspute Lirst hit the fronk
) ‘ Qagaa “in Lho spring of 3%;1, Amapican editors end cemmonioiors
S0l B Vo Bayriouns View ol Lho SiUUALLON. ANAGIGLLY, A grave ;

throat was seen in the pessibililty that the Woest might lose

acgcons Lo Iran'e oil depcsits. Ipen's olld output was widsly

balieved to ba vital to both tho esonomlic wollebeing and mili- :

tory potentiald of Western Lurope, Tho posalbillity of the Soviets
w4 . goalning access to or control of the oil also caused serious cone

c8rn o

‘ Subsaequently, commont has revealad much Jese anxlety on
. «this agpoct of the problem.’ Commentators offsn noted that physi-
‘ cal facsitors would serlously hindsr, Af not provend, the Soviets
from offeotively exploiting the oil rascurces, Morsover, alber
a Pow months, 1% waz gensrally reallzed that &ther olleproducing
areas conld easily raplaca to n largo extent, the il formerly.
- @btained In Iran,

Throughout the oil conteoversy, a prave throat, in the vlew
A af U.%, commentators, was the possibl ity of an econvuic sud
i POXITITRITUpAouval, and of A bommunist-orientod regilme coming o
i . PoweTs. LFop the most pari, a Red "By {nvaslion of Iran has nob
: Foomasd 1ikely to U,5, cbservors, Bub they have belleved that
f " thers contimuos Lo exlst a real possibility of an Anternal Com-
; munist coup which would resul® in fran boconing & satellite of
] Moscov,

Attitudes Toward U,S, Pol;&@y 1n 011 Disputa

o ' From the outsot U.3, @ommantatmva toolt th@ view that the
© ¢ Unitsd States cculd not stay eut of the Anglneiranian disputs ,in
. view 6F Ene Impopbanes ol the mabten, and ol our rmep@naibiifm
tisa in the Neoar Famg, At firat, the rols of a "medlator" as
batweon London and Tehran was wldaly supported, DEditors and

s
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other spokasmen urgad thal the gowermiond utilize every oppor-
gunity o nsslst the two parties Lo raach a selndtion.

On the merits of the problem, opinion threughouk the conbro-
yorey ues baon Somewhat Mixan. 4 weos widely acespiad that [T
Faaninns nao bhs right to notionnlize thelr 6il; indsad, U.3, ob-
sapyvers in recond yenwrs have exprosssd & besie sympathy for
neblonolletic movemaate whieh sealr grsater local autonomy in
politizal and economic malters,  Mepoover, initlally, the British
pagaived considerable erltielom for thelp alleged Yineptnoss®  in
not taking adeqguede measures to forssbald tho oll controversy.

Ar the months of eondrovarsy and negotietlian @raég@d ony
goment Sended ko bacoms morg sympubthshic o tha United Kingdom

iy i,

aide end more dupatient with the lrenlan positilon. Commontators

flemly upheid tho principle of adaguaie sopponsation for the
Britieh interest, and tho svesessive Dritish offere uwsuslly
wers regordad as "faly’and "just", Similerly, Iranian polley,

28 developed under the “tempersmental” Moscadsgh, has morxe and '
£ kb ;- r
an8 L,

more displensed editeors and commentolord. After olphbosen mon
tha imprassion is widesprosd thab Mossadosh'sa polley ia simply

e e T aelmal 1 Tosting on & Griiz fpsumpblon that the Westarn
SR L 2 2 L K. A 8Rx 4

Powors Ganndt aldow lren's position to deteriorats furiher.

Against thie background, the tondsmty han bsen te suppoird

U.8, polley whish i3 ansn A8 ponbrelLy 4n tung with tne United

Kinpdom posLrion. dos Joind U.8.20K ¢fters in vacent monkths re-

dolved wide awpport and Mosoadegh's “eummary" rejection of thoss

of fors brought considerable erlticism of his attituda,

In rocant montha Am@riﬁﬂg‘@@mmantat@rﬂ hava comd %e rogard

. prespoets ol.on oLl dobidament as viriually hobolasa. Consegquant=

1y they have sromined otner possibilitiss ol preventing & eome

. plete econcmie and politieal disaster in Iran.

Qonsiderable support o svident for lavgg-seals U.8. 8go-
nonte ald bo Lran, 60 8 iaftoditen moasurs. Lommentators have
Gaon peuantinl At Honsauspnis "oinckmail’ treties. DBub some af
thom would nevertheless faver extending him help 1f the situation
bogsame nors dseperete. A% _the sama time opposition would also
be_gpparent, particularly 1f the aid looled Dike o YEatop-pgap.

bribs" mearure. "

AN

Regant Giscussion has olse indieatsd that opinion would weleons
an arrangement for the operatlon of Iren®s o4} rofineriss by
Unitod States conpaniza. While Amerisen commentators have in the
past Er@f@ggﬁ@ 8 .5, approssh to irem slong lines of conparation
witn the

o R

UK, thsy noy zes the situatlon S0 daadloelind what o
U8 actlon, indensnaentiy of oha G5, may ba nooassarys
¢ C )

*ﬂﬁsma;&%mv

Foom e e e e o U J—
v AN ‘

preans




-~

v/t

- PR

AR AT

KLy 5 =

Papular dpgniﬁn

Barly in the oil dispube, faw among the gensral public wors
awara .of the prablom, and ameng these the deminant posetion wes
‘that the U.8. "should stay oub of 4t) In May 1951 a Gallup poll
fovnd that 327 of a nationsl eross-section had some Imowledgs of
tho oil preblow, Of whis “ewers" group, one-half (7% of the
totel)belisved that the U.S, should nob bocoms invelvod, and the
ramainder wors very much divided 83 to whot role Ghe U.5. should
play.

S1% months later, in Novemberp 1983, Lims Hopar found that
, S twlee as many Anericens--61% of a naticnal wress-ssetlon--claimed
(N - somd basle knowledge of the Iranien sitvation, 1.8., ware awaps
SN - of the faet that Iran's oil rescurees had bheen natlionalized,
This "knewledgeeblo® group wers asked vihet policy the U,S8, should
follow, with %hese pesults: -
S

W% favorad U,8, mediation

21 s8id, the U.S, should etay out of it
@ Tlavored subporting tha UK .

: 1 TFavored supporting Iran

ﬁ ' -3 ‘hed no spinion

E

62
Critieisms of U.5, Polley

: Despite wids pudlis support for spseilfic U.S. ateps takén
i In various 8 tages of tho oil dispute, eriticiem and dissaltisec
iw ; . faetion over U,S, pelicy toward Iran have perslstently been pmt

'% p forvard. Mueh of the sritiecism end dissstisfeaotion rollests a

'I fosling of frustpation and unhanpivusds ovap
|
f

117 oversll developmants

. in the Arab-dpsieom wopids Luring the pzal yadr op o & voriohy
of obaarvers huve onalyzed ths "insdaequasy”, "tragle falluma”, "tes
1l%tls ond toeo late" aspacis of our policies in the Noor and Middls.
East, Commentators have often linked Iran with Egypt, Nozxth

w o Afploa and other Mpslem nroas whoyve U,S, poliey has allegsdly
: L n :
failed, 7 .
‘- ' : .
T ' Spseific eriticlams of U.S, pelicy toward Iran, hewaver, have

not been NUNSIOWAe  FOVLD P A AL EAdBE ey v s I e Ie L Em,  TonTow=""
: ing his ratirement, that U.8, ald to Iran hod besn dnadequate,
S - ressived considorable publleily but not mueh aommsnt. Othey
~ ariticisms, for the most part, have boen sporadice end dirsatad ag
dotalla--for example, the eriticism of the "heavy-handed" mannep
of presenting the U.S, $I10 million zld offer %o Iran,

o
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Hoat of the erlilclion dirocted at U8, policy in vespast o
Irop-=068 in veupoct to othor Near Eastern arcag-oapnears Lo
roflect simply a poat hoe, ergo propber hoe bype of roesonlinga
As in rospest Lo Lhina and other piadar where things have " zone

“wrong”, there is o natuwral propenslty for opinion spolasmen to
‘eonelnde that ths pmli@i@s have been at fanlt,

soma in exbrems
tarms chawge thai "wo have hod no polley? mors modsrate ebe

gorvers morely obsarve that the polieles evidenily heve bosn
"Inadeguete”, But in eny evand few poinbk oud wildh sonfidsnze
what policizs would havo worked in the paed op would work todny.
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