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. Lets break off at that point for a mome

Frank, breaking off for a moment we had at the end of the
previous tape we had you on the ground and a.‘h people were
helping you o-ut of yo-aur parachute and o I’c of your helémet.
;‘t a.nd;, and raise
this question, Did you then or did you s;ubsedég_uently gain
any information as to the approximate location where you
hit the ground?
The only thing that I coﬂuld see for sure is I estimated &h,
I'd say; 25 miles or more south almost directly south I
think of Sverdlosk, maybe a 1it’;1e to the east, DBut on the
south of that city, IfIhad a map that had more detail
maybe I could"pick it out because theré was a collective

farm, And there was ah several miles way from that
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place they ah took me to a ah larger. village, But pretty
primitive place, but ak much larger than the one I came
down here and kept me there for awhile, and maybe I can
find it on the map, ah it would show.

Now how about the plane, does that lay on the same area

Ah, neyer saw any part of the plane except ah one 'piece
floating down as I came down by parachute. I don't know
for it hit from my relative position,

Could you say for certain that the plane disintegratedr i:n
the air - both wings came off?

I will say for certain this is what it seemed like to me,
First the tail came off, because this particular airplane
ah, requires an altitude ah, nose-up trim., Ad ah, if the -
you should loose tI;e tail it would nose over forward because
the nose want-s to drop. And that's what it did., The nose
drbpped, and I can only assume that the wings came off
because the airplane couldn'’t possibly have spun as fast
as it did with the wings on. But I don't know whether they

came off immediately - I don't even know how long all this

-  25X1A2a )
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took, but it seemed pretty fast, Nose went down and ah,
I could feel something happening but I didn't know what
was happening, but I know the tail was off at this time,

Cause I could never have gotten in that position ah, with

v

the ta_g'.l in tact, and the control caﬁles were not connected
25X1A9a
B Have you an estimate of how long it took you to get down
from the time of the orange flash, from the time that you
got to the ground?

Powers: I have no idea of time. I koow that ah, I was going pretty
fast ah, in that airp‘iane because that altimeter was go;ng
around very fast, - I geemed to be thinking ah fairly clearly
here at this time, but I had for awhile there a fixed idea
of - I on the ejection seat; Later on, I stopped to
thinl; and then started to try and ciimb out which I did but
it - - it came down ah fast, That's allI can say:. | The time
I-I-Icouldnt - Ihave no.idea.

. 25X1A%a
- Then from the time of the orange flash ah your - your plane

-

wag out of control and a8 far as you were concerned ah - ah

tI";et:e wag no forward progress of the plane there ah - ah

25X1A2
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that is operational ﬂight?

Powers: Lets see. I heard or felt something - nothing loud nothing
ah violent, but some sort of a sensation, I - -1 can't
say that - that I heard it and I can't say that it . . . I only
felt_. + «+ just seemed like everything just stopped, And
lookz; up immediately and there was the orange flash.
And Wwhile I was had looked up and saw this orange flash
th'e right wing started ah - well it started to turn to the
right. I turned the wheel to the left and the right wing
came up. This well seconds maybe from what I set that
amount of time and then the nose started going down, and
I pulled back on the stick. And no, it was just loose. So
no ., . « No connection to the control services and ah nose
going down faster. I mean it starfed sort of slow and then
this went over., And when it got - and fitalmost ah, the nose
ah pointing directly to the earth ah, something started hap-
pening to the airplane., I, . . I can't say that tﬁe wings
came up then, but I don't eee how they could stayed on there.
And I assumed that that is where they came off, and if this

involvement that was there, I don't know what they are, but

it ended up as I said before ah, with the nose pointing towaxd

| 25X1A2
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the sky , not straight up, but at an angle of 45 &egrees-

or 8o I would think, All I could see looking up of the
canopy sitting there, was 8ky and going round - ah and

it (é'gzltinued doing that until I got out of the airplane, and
whe'n?%I did get out, I was thrown right over the nose,

The G-forces just pushed me - right on I went right directly
over the nose of the airplane, And it just seemed like I
was floating, I'd never been in a parachute before, -

Now lets go back into into the air and discuss the matter

of altitudes of your flight. (ah, just one minute)

By any chance did you look at your wa,tch'."

Ah, lets see. I had the times that I turned on this ah, Well
8ee we - you know how our maps are put up I think with ah,
turning points and I'had recorded that, and I did know that
time - one time but I can't remember, I estima“ted one or
two minutes after éha;:. But I can't, I can't recall what it
was,

If we found a duplicate map, ' or could reconstruct a dup-
licate 'map, could we come pr.iatty accurate ox the time?

We could come within , . e s ¢+ » well now I don't know how

5X1A2
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accufate it would be but it -~ I'd say within a half an hour
or less. I'm sure less than a half hour - much maybe even
less}han fifteen minutes. I can't remember how much I
was a:h, ahead of schedule or behind schedule or - or right
on schedule at these places, But the navigation had gone
along fairly good for I was preity close to ah - what my -
ah ah - maps and flight planning ah told me had to be at
that time. So it, its not many many minutes either side

of what following the the flight plan would effect it.
Alright, Lets discussa altitudes ah;, to the best of your
recollections Frank,

Starting at the beginning of the flight?

Well yeah, as to what your programmed altitudes were and
ah, what your recollections were,’

No.w brieﬁﬁg on that was to climb according to ah, the
regular schedule we had to carry in the climb which I did,
and ah, climb to 70, 000 feet - level - stay at 70, 000 feet
the entire flight. But the airplane will not with a full fuel
load ;«&rould not climb to ah, 70, 000 feet immediately, It

takes normal a half hour or so, or I don't know exactly how

25X1A2
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&
much time - I can't recall, But I was at 70, 000 feet I think

shortly after crossing the Russian border., Idon't remember
exactly where I got the ah, altitude, butl remained at 70
2EX1A9a the efxtire flight until this happened.
— And yg\:’would say then that you were at 70, 000 on this when
this ac’éim'réd?
Powers: th;.-n ah, thats what my altimeter ah, showed and the
altimeter was set on a - a sea level ah, well aleevevecss

1 even forgot the term, But 29,92 ah ah was set in my

altimeters at sea level pressure.
25X1A8a ‘

B Barometric pressure time? '

Powers; Yes, ah huh. And it was indicating 70, 000 feet. So any
error that it might have had would be the only.
25X1A9a
I Well now, was that the ceilingaf the, of the plane?
Powers: No, No. I could have possil:;ly got up to , -when the plane
wa,shhit , I say hit when the accident happened the ‘explosion
accurred ah, I could possibly get it up above 72, 000 feet

because I had retarded the power s0°I could remain at

-70, 000 as instructed to.

' 25X1A2 ”
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There was no danger of any - any ah ah - damage or over
temp or anything by reading above 707

No, no that would be impossible because I had already for
for a ledy time had been pulling back the power so that as
the fuel, Burned out I could remain at 70, 000.

What was the ultimate ah ceiling of the plane and and withah
minimum fuel oil?

Minimum fuel I could have gotten up to approximately -
minimum fuel approximately 75, 000 feet. But with the“
load I had at the time, I'd say maybe about 72, At that
time. Maybe even 73, but somewhere in between those

two was my estimate then,

Whats your best estimate of what actually happened ah?
Well after I had seen those ah condensation trails that I
meﬁtiqned earlier I kept 2h through my drift sighi: scanning
all a.round. looking for those things. .And those are the only
two I saw., I saw nothing - I don't know what a rocket would
lock like that was ah being launched if one was launched at
me., Ah,but I saw no no smoke no nothing like tl_zg.t no trails

being counted, But ah this happened shortly after making a

. : 25X1A2
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turn, and the turn took ah a minute or two I don't know how
long. And during that turn I wasn't scanning the sky. So
maybe something could have happened during that time 1
don't knew, AndI wouldn't have seen it. But after ah
rolling ogt"- on course and lining up on my flight line I didn't
I didn't 8can back behind me look around, I was busy
getting lined up so that I would be right where they wanted
me Ito be on on on this particular flight. They this is - this
is , Well are you familiar with the way the maps are dr‘;:t.wn
up ah, The red lines meant that this was a stay as close as
course as possible because this was imporant, Well this
wa.s: a red line. And I wanted to stay on course. So [ didn't
look around, but spent my time lining up and then recording
the time and so forth. But ah I reached this point and ah

I had‘to_ record altitude, oxygen, ah ah temper --- ah EGT
ah engine readings and stuff like that, And thats what I

was doing when the explosion, Now I feel myself that the
explosion was external of the aircraft, I don't know what
ah - ah I've never been in a aircraft that has had an internal

explosgion, DBut I feel that zh ah it would definately be ah -

25X1A2 9
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the pilot would definately feel something violent I don't
know. It took a metal he'd feel some sort of vibrations
or something., .And there was nothing like this. I seem
to n'tl_a:{ybe got a little boost like a little push from behind.
And-tl\}ere was another thing that [ noticed when ah they

took me to review the wreckage of the airplane, I paid

particular attention to or I tried to the paint on the tail

section, Andl cquld see no signs of ah of ah ah where it
had been hot or ‘burned. And I was thinking that if the

tail came off by itself and maybe made could . . . it
could have made a flash in the sky, maybe burning or
something, it would have ah shown ah signs of being very
hot as it ca.'mé out over the tail pipes and so forth. But
there was none of this, I noticed also when I reviewed the -
wreckage that there were ah several holes in the wings,

I do;:x't know where they could have been from fragments
or something or when it hit the ground, .
Holes allifier way throughthe wings or ah?

Well I only saw I think one side of the wings, .And through

the aluminum,. Ah through one edge anyway and I can't rem-

5X1A2
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ember whether they was all through or not. They had it jn

this building in this park in Moscow. But I am almost 1009,

convinced that it was an external explosion, That's - I donit -

know how it got there or anything else. But there was one

other thing that ah might be important, After these people
had gotten well lets 5ee, you wanted to talk about the altitude

ah’, , , .

Well go ahead and talk about it,

After these people had ah helped me get out of this ah para-
chute and helmet and took my ah pun, knife and so forth,

ah this one arm seemed to more or less take charge, all

of them in civilian clothes - most of them fairly young,
Some of them Itd sdy the group man who took me to this ah
center were all ah between twenty-five and say forty -

fortyfive years of age. DBut one of them took charge, o

seemed to and he asked me about science if there were two

of us, And I said no there is only one. And he pointed up
and I looked up and I think there was another parachute
coming down, But it was high, I don't know how long it

took me to get through this ah ah - to get out of that ah

25X1A20
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chute and get the helmet off - it didn't take very long just a
few minutes. But this was a wa.y”up there ah and I'd almost
swear that it was a parachute, Now I have no idea what it
coyld be because there was no other parachute - couldn't

be fztc:;n my airplane., My thoughts were then later tﬁat ah
ma.yl);"eﬁ it was ah a rocket that they had launched. Now this
wr;-.a just my thinking trying to explain that. And they were
had a chute that opened to to let the burn-out stage, or what-
ever it is down. But ah thate just something that entered
my mind I have no idea what it was. But I'm almost positive
it was a parachute, - They loaded me in a car and took me
away and I never did see what what it was.

But you can say with certainty that there was - that you didn't
come down in stages, you didn't come down say 10, 000 feet or
felloffor . . . .

No, I came straight down, straight down, This is something
that ah was mentioned to me before and ah I don't understand
ah ah I think| M cntioned it ah on the way over, And

I cannot understand this thing he said about ah the airplane

des cé;:{ding this way and this way and this way because it

25X1A2
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wasn't my airplane that did it. At 70, 000 feet the airplane
fell apart and came straight down as far as I know, I don't
know what kind of a shine it cut through the sky as it was

falling, but it seemed to me straight down.

*
-

Now just - just so we will have the record complete on this
s‘ouﬁc:l, how can you say for certain that you were at 70, 000
feet? What is your recollection of your actual knowledge

of that? |

Well that was my assigned altitude and I was staying on that
and after rolling out - see I had to record these things ah

on these flight lines so that they will know the altitude. And
I was doing this when the explosion occurred and I was on
altitude on the flight line when everything was finished,

In other words, this the altimeter was saiﬁ P e e n s e

The altimeter said it was that., And it it wasn't 2h, I don't
km;w how much of air but there's not much air in the altimeter
there., So depending on the ah ah atmospheric pressure I was
close to 70, 000 feet. But my altimeter said 70, 000,

Now of course I i;a.ve access to the same information I think

th?.t_ was making reference to. And ah there is ah
 25X1A%a
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some information to indicate ah that you may have been in
the vicinity of 69 or 70, 000 and then for some reason unex-

plained went to ah close to 74, 000.

#
o

No I d:idn't climb.,

.A.fte; :.vhich y;:>u came down to approximately 60, 000,

Nope.

And then with a fast decent, about 3500 feet a minute, came
down to 37,000 and leveled off. There was absolutély none
of that at all,

It, it came straight down, There was no leveling or nothing.
It disintegrated at that altitude or very shortly under I don't
know, Ah I don't know how far ah when the nose pointed down
how far it went down before the wings came off, But it
couldn't have gone far, And it came down.

Whe;n' you saw the plane in Gorki Park the tail section was
seperated from the fuselage? -

And it was in good condition. Ah the tail section was by

itself - ah they had the engine I think by itself - and there

2

were pieces scattered all around - the two wings were each

. left
by themselves - ah there wasn't much/of ah or that I couldn't

25X1A2

HANDLE VIA JOINT COMINT / CONTROL CHANNEL 14

P .
Sanitized - Approved For Rele!t?gé%?@f%ﬁWﬁSRﬂﬁM00020001-5

xS




Sanitized - Approved For Releas¢p RSP 84B00459R000100020001-5

25X1A8a

Powers:

TOP SECRET

see anything left of the front section of the airplane, The
ah cockpit and the equipment. They had part of the canopy
part of the ah front of the ah canopy and and the canopy
that.l ah ejected off so that I could climb out to head that -
it w:a};:s broken, But ah it was pretty much smashed up -
that section,

Well new, Kelly Johnson is going to go into this with you
in much more technical detail than we are qualified to do
probably tomorrow afternoon or something like that. But,
but ah just for our information here can you relate this this
crack-up this this disintegration of the plane ah with a
possible flame-out of the engine, -Was there a flame out
immediately coincident to this or were you aware of that
or is the question at all pertinent?

Ican't -remember exactly. But I cah remember seeing
gometime that the rpm were going'down, But I don't know
when this was or or anything else. But I could see ah that
the engine was floating down, I don't know before it dis-
integrated - while it was disintegrating - or even while I

was following. [ don't know.

25X1A2 15
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Interr: At the moment of the flash now, this orange flagh, this thing
was running in order and as far as your controls were concerned
it was on schedule the whole flight routine and evérything was
réﬁt,:ine and normal,
Powers! Ev’e:rything, Everything was perfect right then. , , .
Interr: ‘ r.As programmed you were believing . . . .
Powers: The only thing was that I was flying manual and not on auto
but that'!s the onl.y thing, And it was flying smooth and easy
EX1AGa very smooth.
_ Could a malfunction of the auto-pilot have - cause - ah be ah
approximate or immediate cause of an internal explosion?
Powers: .A.g far as I know, no. Besides that the auto-pilot was cut off
and had been cut off for several minutes. I don't know
exactly how long , but 10 to 15, 20 minutes. Ah and I'd been
05X1A9a flying the plane.
- Now as to the sighting of the destructor mechanism and your
‘ in;'ibility to do so, were you aware of what the destructor

mechanism on the plane was?

Powers: Well only what I was told,
25X1A8a

_ *  What was your understanding?

| 25X1A2
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It had a ah delay of 70 seconds - this particular airplane,
I'm almost positive it was 70 seconds because we usually
had the delay written on it, There were two switches.

7

An "R'Y and I think the other was labeled destruct, And

it could be re-cycled by turning it off if ah, if ah you ah

you didn't want to do it any particular time by just flipping
the switches back down - giving it a little time it would
re-cycle itself and you could start all over agairnl. But

ah, I didn't want to to --T started to do it immediately.
That was the first thought that came into my mind - des-
truct it, I reached up for it - I even had my hand on the
switch and I thought, well I better see if I can get out.

So I didn't flip the awitch, .And then I tried to work with

. this ejection seat and get back into a position where I

could eject myself. .And I couldn't do that and it's as I
said before from then on.
Well now, let me get this clear, Am I, am I - were the

two manual operations here, one wasg, one was an arm to

arm the destructor mechanism and the other one was to

25X1A2 17
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flip the switch to start the 70 second cycle?
Powers: Yes. Omne of them you could flip and you could leave it
flipped all the time. I think that was - that was the arm
switch, And I don't know exactly how the mechanism
wgi-yked - it was explained but I can't remember exactly
howi; it worked. But you could arm it and everything was
' alright, But 70 seconds after getting the I think it was
labeled destruct switch it was sﬁpposed to explode, They
varied in different a.i"rpla.nes the times of the ah, ah, the
times that laid between the flipping of the switch and the ah
osxiAQa  Crpiosiom | .
R And what was the purpose of that destructor mechanism
to destroy the equipment or the plane itself?

Powers! The equipment, Well I don't know how much of the plane it
would destroy, but ah my understanding was the equipment
it was to destroy. And in destroying that it would of course

destroy some of the airplane too. And the ah explosive it-

self is located in the equipment bay. Back behind the pilot

25X1A8a
[ You had some briefing on that?

ah I don't know how far

25X1A2
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Powers; Yes ah, we had gone over that ah in meetings before this,
But it's been so long now thatlcan't remember just how
this thing worked. But here is something that ah they told
merduring the investigation of this - ah there in Moscow
ancl,rt-lley were lying to me, and I knew were lying to me but
ah they told me that ah this was hooked up so that when I
pulled the ejection seat that it would destroy the airplane
and me too, Well later on this is ah they let me read these
findings that their so called experts ah in studying this
found out and the experts didn't know anything about this,

It was just a trick to make me turn against the CIA in this
little bit, But I knew they were lying.

25X1A9a

I Well now one other point:on this on this ejector, Lets see,
you stated that the é-forces had you pulled forward to a
i)oint where your legs wouldn't wouldn't clear and all that -
I understand that, but tell me with regard to the the seat
how much clearance did you have if you were in position ah. . .

2P5§>(?|v§gras: © Very little, ‘

- Had you gone through dry runs on this event?

Powers: Well never, never going out but ah actually how much was
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