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SUBRJECT: 1287 COUNTRY REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS
- PRACTICES 1IN PERU

1. NOFORN.

PERU HAS A FREELY ELECTED DEMOCRATIC
GOVERNMENT, WITH AN EXECUTIVE BRANCH
HEADED BY A PRESIDENT, A BICAMERAL
LEGISLATURE, AN INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY,
AND AN AUTONOMOUS ATTORNEY GENERAL
(PUBLIC MINISTRY). PERU’S HISTORY
HAS BEEN PUNCTUATED BY PERIODS OF
MILTTARY RULE, MOST RECENTLY BETWEEN
1968 AND 1380. GENERAL ELECTIONS
WERE LAST HELD IN 1985 AND WERE WON
BY A LARGE MARGIN BY PRESIDENT ALAN
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GARCIA AND HIS AMERICAN POPULAR REVOLU-
TIONARY ALLIANCE (APRA). GENERAL
ELECTIONS ARE NEXT SCHEDULED FOR 1990C.
POLITICAL REPRESENTATION IN CONGRESS
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RANGES FRCOM CONSERVATIVE TO MARXIST.
INDEPENDENT TRADE UNIONS ARE ACTIVE.
FREEDOM OF SPEECH AND PRESS GENERALLY
IS RESPECTED, AND THE MEDIA OFTEN
CRITICIZES THE GOVERNMENT. PERU HAS
A MIXED ECONOMY, AND PRIVATE PROPERTY
IS GENERALLY RESPECTED. NATURAL
DISASTERS, LOW COMMODITY PRICES, AND
TERRORISM HAVE TAKEN THEIR TOLL ON
THE ECONOMY. 1IN SPITE OF RENEWED
GROWTH IN 1986, PER CAPITA INCOME IS
NO HIGHER THAN IT WAS 20 YEARS AGO.

—

SINCE 1980, THE "SENDERQ LUMINOSO"
{SRINING PATH) GUERRILLAS HAVE- USED
TERROR TO UNDERMINE DEMOCRACY,
REJECTING CALI.S FOR DIALOGUE AND LACKING
WIDESPREAD SUPPORT, SENDERO REGULARLY
HAS ASSASSINATED LOCAL OFFICIALS, APRA
PARTY MEMBERS, POLICE AND SOLDIERS, AND
ORDINARY CITIZENS WHO WITHHOLD SUPPORT.
IN 1987, SENDERO STEPPED UP ACTIVITIES
IN COCA PRODUCING AREAS, DEMANDING
PROTECTION MONEY FROM COCA PRODUCERS
AND ATTACKING POLICE ANTI-NARCOTICS
POLICE. DURING 1987, SENDERO

ALSO INCREASED ITS ASSASSINATIONS OF
APRA AND GOVERNMENT OQFFICIALS, CLEARLY
LIMITED OFFICIAI USE
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HOPING TO HURT MORALE AND TO PROVOKE
THE GOVERNMENT AND APRA INTO ILLEGAL
RESPONSES. ALTHCUGH NOT ALONE IN
COMMITTING ABUSES, SENDERQO 1S A MAJOR
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATOR AND BEARS
PRIMARY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE RECENT
RISE IN VIOLENCE IN PERU. IN ADDITION,
TWO OTHER SMALLER TERRORIST GROUPS
HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO INCREASED VIOLENCE.

—

THE MILITARY HAS THE LEAD ROLE IN
COMBATTING SUBVERSION OUTSIDE LIMA.
IN 26 OF PERU'S 181 PROVINCES, A
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STATE OF EMERGENCY PLACES ALL POLITICAL
POWER IN MILITARY HANDS AND ALSQ
SUSPENDS CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL
GUARANTEES. HISTORICALLY, THE
MILITARY'S RECORD OF COUPS HAS

LIMITED CIVILIAN CONTROL OVER THE
ARMED FORCES. THERE IS LITTLE
OVERSIGHT OF MILITARY ACTIVITIES IN
THE EMERGENCY ZONES BY CIVILIAN

JUDGES QR PROSECUTORS, AND THE RIGHTS
OF PERSONS DETAINED BY THE MILITARY
ARE USUALLY IGNORED. THREE POLICE
SERVICES, WHICH REPORT TO THE INTERIOR
MINISTRY, HAVE THE PRIMARY COQUNTER-~
TERRORIST ROLE IN LIMA AND OTHER
CITIES.

UNDER THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION,
COUNTER-TERRORIST OPERATIONS RESULTED

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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SUBJECT: 1987 COUNTRY REPORT ON HUMAN RIGHTS

- PRACTICES IN PERU

1. NOFORN.

IN WIDESPREAD HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. ,
THE CURRENT ADMINISTRATION HAS SUC-
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CEEDED IN REDUCING VIOLATIONS, BUT
ABUSES CONTINUE. REPORTS OF SUMMARY .
EXBECUTIONS BY THE SECURITY FORCES DROPPED
IN 1987, BUT ONLY AFTER THE MILITARY
RESTRICTED JOURNALISTS’ ACCESS TO THE
AYACUCHO EMERGENCY ZONE. THE PUBLIC
MINISTRY REPORTS 120 COMPLAINTS IN

1987 OF DISAPPEARANCES ALLEGEDLY

CARRIED OUT BY THE SECURITY FORCES, OF
WHICH ONLY 20 WERE RESOLVED. HUMAN
RIGHTS GROUPS BELIEVE MANY OF THE
REMATINDER WERE SUMMARILY EXECUTED;

WE CANNOT CONFIRM THIS BUT DO NOT
CONSIDER THEIR CONCERN UNFOUNDED.

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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PUBLIC MINISTRY PROSECUTORS HAVE

MADE CREDIBLE STATEMENTS REGARDING
GOVERNMENT USE OF TORTURE, TO WHICH
THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT RESPONDED.

IN 1287, THE GOVERNMENT WITHDREW
PERMISSION FOR THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMITTEE OF THE RED CROSS TO VISIT
KEY PRISON AND DETENTION CENTERS.
TRIALS OF MILITARY PERSONNEL ACCUSED OF
HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS LANGUISHED.

ON THE POSITIVE SIDE, THE GOVERNMENT
SUPPORTED THE CREATION OF A PRESTIGIQUS
CONGRESSIONAL COMMISSION TO INVESTIGATE
THE 1986 PRISON KILLINGS. IT ALSO
REVISED THE ANTI-TERRORISM LAW TO REQUIRE
THAT SUSPECTS BE INTERROGATED ONLY IN
THE PRESENCE OF A PROSECUTOR AND A
FISCAL.

SEVERAL DEVELOPMENTS IN 1987 CAUSED
CONCERN THAT ELEMENTS OF THE GOVERNMENT
PARTY WERE USING VIOLENCE AGAINST
SUSPFECTED TERRORISTS AWD POLITICAL
OPPONENTS. THESE INCLUDED A FATLED
BOMBING AGAINST A PRO-TERRORIST NEWS-
PAPER; AN ALLEGED KIDNAPPING ATTEMPT
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AGAINST A LEFTIST CONGRESSMAN; AND
PRESS REPORTS OF POLICE SEIZURES OF
APRA ARSENALS. THE GOVERNMENT AND
APRA DENY ANY WRONGDOING.
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SECTION 1. RESPECT FOR THE INTEGRITY OF
- THE PERSON, INCLUDING FREEDOM
- FROM:

- A. POLITICAL KILLING

3. POLITICAL KILLINGS REMAINED A
SIGNIFICANT PROBLEM IN 1987.
REJECTING DIALOGUE AND SEBKING THE
OVERTHROW OF DEMOCRACY, SENDERO
LUMINOSO CONTINUED TO ASSASSINATE
POLICEMEN, SOLDIERS, GOVERNMENT AND
RULING PARTY OFFICTIALS, AS WELL AS
RECALCITRANT PEASANTS. BETWEEN
JANUARY AND JUNE 1987, SENDERO

KILLED AT LEAST 214 PERSONS; DUE

TO THE ISOLATION OF MANY RURAL

AREAS WHERE SENDERO IS MOST ACTIVE,
THE NUMBER OF VICTIMS ALMOST SURELY IS
UNDERREPORTED. 1IN THE COUNTRYSIDE,
SENDERO USES VIOLENCE, PARTICULARLY
ASSASSINATIONS, TOQ IMPOSE ITS CONTROL
IN CERTAIN AREAS, TO PUNISH SO-
CALLED "TRAITORS, " AND TO ELIMINATE
SOURCES OF OPPOSITION. IN THE CITIES,
SENDERQO USES ASSASSINATIONS MORE FOR
PROPAGANDA PURPOSES, SEEKING TO SAP
MORALE AND TO GOAD THE GOVERNMENT INTO
TLLEGAL RESPONSES TO TERRORISM.
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY WAS THE
INCREASE IN SENDERO KILLINGS IN 1986
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AND 1987 OF GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNMENT
PARTY (APRA) OFFICIALS. ALSO SIGNIFICANT
WAS ITS USE OF MORE INDISCRTMINATE
WEAPONS SUCH AS CAR BOMBS IN THE CITIES.
KILLINGS IN 1%87 BY SENDERO INCLUDE

THE JANUARY EXECUTION OF THREE PEASANTS
IN AYACUCHO DEPARTMENT WHO PARTICIPATED
IN A GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM;

THE APRIL AMBUSH OF AN ARMY BUS IN
HUANCAVELICA DEPARTMENT IN WHICH TEN
SOLDIERS AND FOUR CIVILIANS DIED;

THE APRIL ATTACK WITH AUTCOMATIC WEAPONS
AGAINST A LIMA RESTAURANT IN WHICH

THREE ARMY OFFICERS AND FIVE

BYSTANDERS DIED; THE AUGUST ASSASSINATION
OF THE PREFECT OF APURIMAC DEPARTMENT,
ALONG WITH HIS 12 YEAR OLD SON; THE
KILLING IN AUGUST OF A HIGH GOVERNMENT
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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OFFICIAL IN FRONT COF HIS FAMILY; THE
SEPTEMBER KILLINGS OF 14 PEASANTS IN
AN AYACUCHO VILLAGE; AND THE OCTOBER
ASSASSINATION OF A GOVERMMENT PARTY
OFFICIAL. IN ADDITION TC SENDERO,

A SMALLER TERRORIST GROUP -- THE TUPAC
AMARU REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT ~-~ KILLED
TWO POLICEMEN IN APRIL 1287. IN
ALLIANCE WITH THE COMPANTON MOVEMENT
OF THE REVOLUTICNARY LEFT, IT

CARRIED OUT NUMEROUS BOMBING ATTACKS
AGAINST PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND DIPLOMATIC
INSTALLATIONS THAT CLAIMED THE LIFE OF
ONE CIVILIAN AND WOUNDED SEVERAL OTHERS.

—

4. THE GOVEENMENT CLAIMS TO HAVE KILLED
APPROXIMATELY 4,200 PRESUMED TERRCORISTS
SINCE 1983, INCLUDING APPROXIMATELY 140
IN THE FIRST HALF OF 1987. CASUALTIES IN
REMOTE AREAS MAY BE UNDERREPORTED.

THESE FIGURES PROBABLY INCLUDE A LARGE
BUT UMNKNOWN NUMBER OF CAPTURED TERRORISTS
AND INNOCENT CIVILIANS WHO WERE EXECUTED
SUMMARILY BY THE SECURITY FORCES. THE
GOVERNMENT ACKNOWLEDGED IN 1985 AND

1986 THAT SUMMARY EXECUTIONS HAD COST
THE LIVES OF ABOUT 200 PERSONS.

-

5. PERUVIAN HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS HAVE
ACKNOWLEDGED A DROP IN REPORTED:
SUMMARY EXECUTIONS SINCE 1985 AND HAVE
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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BROUGHT FORWARD FEW SPECIFIC ACCUSATIONS

OF SUCH EXECUTIONS IN 1287. THEY ARE
CONCERNED}, HOWEVER, THAT THIS DROP

REFLECTS IN PART GOVERNMENT EFFORTS TO

HIDE ABUSES. FOLLOWING A MEDIA

EXPOSE IN 1986 OF SUMMARY EXECUTIONS
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IN AYACUCHO, IN 1987 THE AYACUCHO
MILITARY COMMAND DECREASED SHARPLY
JOURNALISTS’ ACCESS TO AREAS WHERE
FIGHTING WAS HEAVIEST, THE EFFECT
WAS TO REDUCE INDEPENDENT OBSERVERS'’
ABILITY TC MONITOR ABUSES.

6. ANOTHER SOURCE OF CONCERN FOR HUMAN
RIGHTS GROUPS IS THE GENERAL AESENCE

OF PUNISHMENT FOR MEMBERS OF THE
MILITARY ACCUSED OF PARTICIPATION IN
SUMMARY EXECUTIONS. EVEN IN CASES WHERE
THE GOVERNMENT HAS ACKNOWLEDGED THAT
EXECUTIONS OCCURRED (ACCOMARCA AND
PUCAYACU IN 1985, LURIGANCHO PRISON

AND POMATAMBO IN 1986), NO MILITARY
PERSONNEL: HAVE YET BEEN CONVICTED OF
WRONGDOING. IN ADDITION, THE MILITARY
JUSTICE CODE CONTAINS NO PROVISION FOR
KILLING, KIDNAPPING, OR TORTURE --

ONLY "NEGLIGENCE" AND ®“ARBUSE OF AUTHORITY."
LEGISLATION TO CORRECT THIS PASSED THE
SENATE IN 1986 BUT HAD NOT YET PASSED
THE CHAMBER OF DEPUTIES AS OF OCTOBER
1987.

7. AFTER A ONE~YEAR DELAY, IN AUGUST

THE GOVERNMENT MAJORITY IN CONGRESS

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE
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AND 1987 OF GOVERNMENT AND GOVERNMENT
NAMED A COMMISSION HEADED BY A RESPECTED
LEFTIST CPPOSITION LEADER TO INVESTIGATE
THE 1986 PRISON KILLINGS, IN WHICH
ABOUT 250 TERRORIST PRISONERS DIED.
DESPITE THE DELAY, HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS
BELIEVED THE CREATION OF THE COMMISSION
WAS A POSITIVE STEP. (NOTE TO ARA/AND:
THE COMMISSION’S REPORT IS EXPECTED TO
BE RELEASED BY NOVEMBER.} ANOTHER
POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT WAS THE SUPREME
COURT'S UPHOLDING OF A LOWER COURT'S
MAXIMUM SENTENCES FOR SEVERAL ANTI-
TERRORIST POLICEMEN CONVICTED OF
MULTIPLE HOMICIDE IN SOCCOS IN 1983,

8. IN OCTOBER, CONCERN GREW THAT
L.IMITED OFFICIAL USE
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MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT PARTY WERE
BEGINNING TO USE PARAMILITARY VIOLENCE
AGAINST SUSPECTED TERRORISTS.
SPARKING THESE ALLEGATIONS WAS aN
OCTOBER 2 EXPLOSION IN FRONT OF
PRO-SENDERO NEWSPAPER "EL DIARIQ"
SHORTLY AFTER THE SENDERO ASSASSINA-
TICN OF AW APRA OFFICIAL. THE
EXPLOSION OCCURRED PREMATURELY AND
KILLED TWO OCCUPANTS OF A CAR AND
WOUNDED ANOTHER. ALL THREE HAD
LINKS TO APR2 CR THE POLICE. THE
GOVERNMENT HAS DENIED ANY WRONGDOING
BUT SO FAR HAS NOT COME UP WITH A
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PLAUSIBLE ALTERNATIVE EXPLANATION FOR
THE BOMBING. FEARLIER IN 1987,

PRESS REPORTED TWO SEPARATE POLICE
ARRESTS OF GOVERNMENT PARTY

MEMBERS AND THE SEIZURE OF A LARGE
NUMBER OF MILITARY WEAPONS AND
EXPLOSIVES; IN 1986 THERE WERE
CREDIBLE REPORTS OF GOVERNMENT PARTY
BOMBINGS AGAINST CHURCH AND LEFTIST
OPPONENTS IN THE DEPARTMENT CF PUNO.
HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS AND OPPOSITION
PARTY MEMBERS ARE CONCERNED THAT THE
"EL DIARTIO" EXPLOSION MAY REFLECT A
PARTY OR GOVERNMENT POLICY OF *TIT FOR
TAT" RESPONSE TO SENDERO.

—

- B. DISAPPEARANCE

—_ - —— v —
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9. SINCE 1983, THERE HAVE BEEN BETWEEN

2,000 TO 3,000 CASES OF ALLEGED DIS-~
APPEARANCES INVOLVING THE SECURITY
FORCES. THE PUBLIC MINISTRY

ESTIMATES THAT ABCUT 10 PERCENT OF
THESE ALLEGATIONS INVCOLVE PERSONS
WHO REAPPEARED, CHANGED THEIR
RESIDENCE, OR JOINED SENDERC. THE
MAJORITY OF CASES OCCURRED BEFORE 1985.

10. IN 1987, THE PUBLIC MINISTRY HAD
RECEIVED ABQUT 120 DISAPPEARANCE
COMPLAINTS AS OF AUGUST. MOST
INVOLVE ALLEGED DETENTIONS OF
SUSPECTED TERRORISTS BY THE ARMED
FORCES IN THE AYACUCHO EMERGENCY
ZONE. ABOUT 20 OF THE PERSONS
REPORTED DISAPPEARED TURNED UP
ALIVE IN POLICE CUSTODY. HUMAN
RIGHTS GROUPS CHARGE THAT THE
REMINDER WERE SUMMARILY BEXECUTED

BY THE SECURITY FORCES. THE BODIES
OF DISAPPEARANCE VICTIMS ARE RARELY
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