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BOLIVIA

While Sovist mediam have typlcally davoted negligible attention
to the 19-22 August coup in Bollvia that ousted leftist President
Gen. Juan Jose Torres, Havena hes been vocal from the outzet

In expressing support for (he Bollvian “"people" agalnet the
"counterrevolutionary’ plotters. In an interview in Buntingo, .
Chile en the 21at, Cuban Foreign Minister Raul Rom say the
events in La Pas as "en American tattle, not exclusively- 1
Bolivia's." Havens propagends has pletured the coup In these
terms, chirging that the Bolivian "resctionaries™ had backing
from the United States, Brawzil, Paragumy, and Argentine and
quoting Chilean and Peruvian umornaa.ﬁ: on the need to mnnm.a
their gains ngaingt “reaction" and "counterrevolution.

By the 2hth, autharitative Cuban comment vas draving doetrinal
morals from the Bolivian experience, picturing it in tha
context of a continent-wide struggle in which the balance

it being weighted incremsingly on the side of revolution.

In militant passages carrying echoes of Cuban propaganda

in the early 1960's, an editorisl in the party orgen GRANMA
pronounced {t the "duty" of all Letin American revolutionaries
to "help the Bolivian people regain thair revolution

wou«snnw and assured the Bolivians of Cuba's ..apwnl.% ay
well as moral support.

HAVANA VIEWS BOLIVIAN "SETBACK” AS PREDICTABLE BUT REVERSIBLE
The notion that any Latin American regime moving in a
revolubionary direction faces the constant threat of a coup
-from the right has long been o staple of Cuban propagenda,

as part and parcel of the dictim that srmed struggle {3 the

only sure route Lo revolutionary power, >mu§.n.m this "
background, Havana wow cmlls the Bolivien oo:w axwanmon

end “inevitable" but views 1t as & temporary "setback" mnd
holds it up as an object lesson for revolutionarles throughout
the hemisphere, In line with Castro's portrayal of a growing
rovolutionary trend in Latin America, a =u<5n:;&o talk on

23 August sav the three deys of "bloxdy batlle" in La Paz ea
proof that it {s becoming "incressingly &n.m..un:.wn for oum ,
fancist military to stage a bloodless coup.” And GRANMA's

2k August editorinl spelled out the doctrinal wnwmo:n - The
Bolivian people's experience has demonstrated "the possibilitlen
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of arsed wetion, not only in the rural areas but 8lEo in the
cities, when nll methods of struggle are combined intelligently
and firmly,"

GRANKA depfctad the revolutionary trend as inexorable and
bownd to remssart 1tgelf vith greatar force, It praised
the Bollvian people ror having "written a herofe page in
the book of Latin Ameriesn history™.-n new round in a
continuous revolutionary struggle of wpick Che Guevars’s
&bortive guerrilla ventfive had been the first major

“ battle, foredoomed as Guevara's guerrillas ware by over-

whelning military odds axeinst {t,

CRANMA'e explanation that the forces of the people wers
defeated by their “ovarshelming disadvantege in wamponry”

Wey developed aftar the fact, as a retionsle for the failure
of a roaistance movement Bavana media had portrayed in
optimistic terms during the period of the coup. On 20 August,
for example, liavons spoke of a "vattle for liberation" being
¥aged herofeally by "the people,” the pessanta, students,
ainers, vorkers of the Labor Central {cus), noncomnissioned
nilitery officers, and the La Paz Colorades regiment
commanded by Maj. Ruben Sanchez, desoribed as "strongly
revolutionary™ with "strong conneetions to the popular
sectors." Havana broadcasts publirized mesgages of
salidarity with tHo Bolivian "people" from Cubam mess '
orgenizations as well ax from Chilean political and labor
groups, and Forelsn Ministar Ros recalled in hix interview

in Chile on the 21st that the Cubsaa Government had mors

than once expressed "its strongast solfderity and supporg

for the revolutionary movement™ in Bolfvin,

Coytro had bsen maving cautfously toward endoraement of the
Torres government In the months preceding the coup,

discerning on 26 July "a profound redicalization of the
Bolivien pecple® and “proper conditions for & revolution™

bub making support for Torres dond{tional on his revolutfonary.
actions.” While the coup vas in progresn PREHSA LATINA quoted

* Castro's remarks on the revolutionary situation in Bolivia

are reviewed in the TREEDS of 21 April, peges 25-26, and
28 July, pages 27-29.
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