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.SUBJECT: MORE GROUND FIRE DISABLES TWO CNP AIRCRAFT IN
OPIUM POPPY ERADICATION CAMPAIGN

1. BSUMMARY. AFTER A BRIEF RESPITE FROM GROUND FIRE
WHICH DAMAGED FIVE COLOMBIA NATIONAL POLICE (CNP)
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AIRCRAFT AND WOUNDED ONE PILOT IN THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF
MAY, FARC GUERRILLAS AMBUSHED TWO MORE AIRCRAFT ON 18
JUNE, WOUNDING TWO PILOTS. END SUMMARY.

2. ON 18 JUNE AT APPROXIMATELY 08:30, SNIPERS BELIEVED
O BELONG ‘IO THE FUERZAS ARMADAS REVOLUCIONARIAS DE
COLOMBIA (FBRC) GUERRILLA FACTION FIRED ON AND HIT TWO
CNP AIRCRAFT. THE TWC AIRCRAFT, A UH~1H HELICOPTER AND
A T-65 TURBO THRUSH SPRAY PLANE, WERE CONDUCTING OPIUM
POPPY FUMIGATION OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE. TOWN
OF PLANADAS IN SOUTHERN TOLIMA DEPARTMENT. (NOTE: THIS
IS5 THE SAME AREA WHERE FIVE CNP AIRCRAFT WERE HIT BY
GROUND FIRE BETWEEN 18-31 MAY). THE UH-1H (TAIL NUMBER
PNC 159) WAS HIT FOUR TIMES: ONCE IN THE ROTOR, TAIL
BOOM, ¥FLOOR OF THE MAIN CABIN, AND COCKPIT. THE
UNCLASSIFIED
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CO-PILOT WAS WOUNDED IN THE LEG WHEN THE ROUND ENTERED
THE COCKPIT. THE T-65 (TAIL NUMBER PNC 274) WAS HIT
ONCE. A ROUND PASSING THROUGH THE CANOPY STRUCK THE
PILOT IN THE FACE. HE SUSTAINED INJURIES IN THE NOSE
AND EYE.

3. THE 18 JUNE AMBUSH OF TWO CNP ATRCRAFT CAME JUST TWO
AND A HALF WEEKS AFTER A SERIES OF FIVE AMBUSHES IN THE
SAME AREA FROM 18-31 MAY. CNP HELICOPTERS AND SPRAY
PLANES WERE FIRED UPON ON FIVE QCCASSIONS LAST MONTH
WHILE CONDUCTING CPIUM POPPY FUMIGATION OPERATIONS.
DURING FOUR OF THESE ATTACKS, FIVE AIRCRAFT WERE DAMAGED
BY GROUND FIRE. CNP HELICOPTERS RETURNED EXTENSIVE
MACHINE-GUN FIRE ON THE AMBUSHERS' POSITION IN THE FIFTH
ATTACK WITHOUT SUFFERING ANY DAMAGE TO THE AIRCRAFT.

A. 18 MAY. A T-65 TURBO THRUSH SPRAY PLANE (PNC 275)
TOOK THREE HITS, TWO IN THE WING AND ONE THROUGH THE
COCKPIT FLOOR; WHILE FUMIGATING POPPY FIELDS LOCATED
BETWEEN THE VILLAGES OF RIO NEGRO AND GAITANIA. THE
PILOT WAS SLIGHTLY WOUNDED IN THE THROAT BY METAL
FRAGMENTATION.

B. 21 MAY. A HUGHES 500 HELICOPTER (PNC 103) WAS HIT
TWICE, ONCE UNDER THE PILOT'S ARMORED SEAT AND ONCE IN
THE SKID. A T-65 TURBO THRUSH (PNC 274) WAS ALSO HIT
TWICE, ONCE IN THE ELEVATOR (TAIL) AND ONCE IN THE
HERBICIDE HOPPER (TANK). THE TWO AIRCRAFT WERE
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CONDUCTING SPRAY OPERATIONS IN THE VICINITY OF THE TOWN
OF CHAPARRAL, DEPARTMENT OF TOLIMA, AT N 03-51 W 75-34.
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C. 27 MAY. WHILE PREPARING TO SPRAY IN THE VICINITY OF
CHAPARAL AT N 03-40 W 75-42, CNP AIRCRAFT CAME UNDER
FIRE AGAIN, BUT WERE NOT HIT. PILOTS OF THE GROUP'S TWO
HELICOPTERS, A UH-1H AND A HUGHES 500, IDENTIFIED THE
SOURCE OF THE GROUND FIRE AS COMING FROM A CABIN. THE
TWO HELOS MOVED INTO POSITION AND EMPLOYED THEIR M-60
MACHINEGUNS, FIRING A TOTAL OF 1,100 ROUNDS INTC THE
CABIN. NO GROUND FIRE WAS RETURNED.

D. 28 MAY. WHILE OVERFLYING THE AREAZA OF THE 27 MAY
SHOOTING INCIDENT, A CNP UH-1H HELICOPTER (PNC 145) WAS
HIT BY GROUND FIRE, TAKING ONE ROUND IN THE MAIN ROTOR
BLADE. '"HIS SINGLE ROUND CAUSED USD 37,000 IN DAMAGE.
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B. 31 MAY. AT AN UNSPECIFIED LOCATION, A T-65 TURBO
THRUSH (PNC 274) WAS HIT TWICE IN ONE WING.

4. THE HIGH CONSENTRATION OF GROUND FIRE AGAINST
ERADICATION AIRCRAFT DURING A TWO WEEK PERIOD INDICATES
A COORDINATED CAMPAIGN-AGAINST POPPY FUMIGATION. FPRIOR
TO 18 MAY, CNP ERADICATION AIRCRAFT HAD ONLY BEEN FIRED .
UPON THREE TIMES IN OVER A YEAR. THE EFFECTIVENESS OF
THE GROUND FIRE AND MULTIPLE HITS ON AIRCRAFT INDICATES
THE AMBUSHERS ARE USING AUTOMATIC WEAPONS. SINCE COMMON
POPPY GROWERS ARE PEASANT FARMERS WORKING INDIVIDUALLY,
THE CONCERTED ATTACK ON ERADICATION AIRCRAFT SUGGESTS
SOME QTHER, MORE ORGANIZED FORCE IS RESPONSIBLE.

5. THE CNP ANTI-NARCOTICS POLICE DIRECTCR IS PLANNING
T0 INITIATE HELICOPTER-TRANSPORTED GROUND RAIDS AGRINST
SELECTED SITES IN THE AREA AS A DETERRENT TO FUTURE
AMBUSHES. DEPARTMENTAL POLICE COMMANDERS PLAN TO
PARTICIPATE MORE FULLY IN THESE OPERATIONS. BUSBY##
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