WITNESS STATEMENT OF FATHER AURELIO ROMO NAVARRO

1. My name is Aurelio Romo Navarro. T was born in the city of San Luis Potosi. ITam a
priest and I received my education in San Luis Potosi. At present, I am in charge of the Santo
Nifio de Atocha Church, located in Praderas del Maurel S.I..P. From 1992 until August 1997, 1
was working at the Church located in the town of Guadalcazar, in the municipality of the same
name in S.L.P.

2. The government of Mexico, through its counsel, has requested me to provide a witness
statement regarding those matters of which [ have direct knowledge in the events giving rise to
this arbitration.

3. At the beginning of 1990, T worked at the Church located in the community of El
Capulin, in the municipality of Rioverde, S.L.P. At this time I started to collect information
about the landfill at La Pedrera, municipality of Guadalcézar, because of continuous complaints
and concerns manifested by the congregation of my church about hundreds of barrels with
hazardous waste left out in the open at La Pedrera. This threatened the health of the people
living in the surrounding areas, and endangered the vegetation of the Potosino Altiplano and thus
threatened the ecology of the whole region, even Rioverde.

4. I remember that one of the major concerns manifested constantly to me was the fear of
being poisoned through the water, because we were worried that the contamination at La Pedrera
had already affected the groundwater streams at the site which supposedly were connected with
the ones that cross Rioverde.

5. I felt the necessity to improve my understanding of the threat that we were facing. I have
to state that the people in those areas are very poor and most of them have a low level of
education.

6. I declare that we were not aware in 1990 that there was a plan to construct a hazardous
waste landfill at La Pedrera. I think that this kind of information should have been necessarily
disclosed because these kinds of facilities can only be constructed in places where the
surrounding communities are in favour, However, as far as [ know, none of the members of the
communities were informed about the construction of a landfill. To the contrary, I can affirm
that many people believed that the place was acquired for the cultivation of tomatoes and other
crops. Later, I was informed that the local people asked about the project and the answer they
received was that they were drilling the land to build wells which would provide water to the
communities and would be used for irrigation of the new cultivated fields.

7. At the end of 1990, the alarmed people informed me that hospital and industrial waste
was being dumped indiscriminately at the La Pedrera site. I remember that the people of
Guadalcazar requested the support from our municipality, Rioverde, to stop the threat. The
community of Rioverde is small and sensitive, so it was not difficult to convince them to resist
the landfill.
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8. In 1991, I was informed that due to the constant complaints of the municipalities
bordering La Pedrera the federal department SEDUE in S.L.P. decided to close the supposed
transfer station.

9, In 1992, I moved to Guadalcézar and there I faced a new problem. Obviously, the closing
of the transfer station did not mean that the problem was solved. To the contrary, the barrels still
remained out in the open and the owners had not cleaned up the site. From my point of view, the
risks were still the same, and I considered it my obligation to try to help solve the problem. In
addition to this, I received reports from my congregation of malformations in recently born
babies (encephalitis) and about skin diseases not known in the area, as well as strange changes in
plants and animals.

10.  During 1992, I remember that the people of the community informed me that although
the place was closed, at night, they heard the arrival of trucks which dumped waste at the site,
this increased my worries because the site was semi-abandoned and was not maintained.

11.  Atth- ond of 1993 several people appeared at La Pedrera. It seemed as if the owners had
changed, and everything was indicating a new activity at the site. Therefore I joined some
citizens of the municipality of Guadalcazar, and together we decided to constitute a group called
the “Frente Pro Defensa de Guadalcdzar”. We had the support of Dra. Angelina Nufiez, the
founder of “Pro San Luis Ecolégico”. This group was concerned about our problems and
supported the population of Guadalcézar throughout. Thus our association was closely related to
“Pro San Luis Ecoldgico”.

12. I participated in the “Frente Pro Defensa de Guadalcézar” because the people of my
congregation had asked me for support and wanted me to guide them in different activities.

13. The main objective of the “Frente Pro Defensa de Guadalcizar” was to obtain
information about what really was going at the site and at the same time to make ourselves heard
at the various levels of government. We wanted to inform the government and society in general
that the people of Guudalcazar and the nearest communities were against the reopening of La-
Pedrera.

14.  The people from the area told me that they wanted a secure place for their children.
Thus, another main objective was to achieve the remediation of the site and to prevent its
continuous use as a place to deposit hazardous waste because this was the only possible way to
guarantee a secure place for future generations.

15.  Iprayed every day since then for a happy end of the problem, because it has been many
years of stress and suffering for many people in the community of Guadalcazar,

16.  The behaviour of the representatives of the company was always a key factor in the
solution of the problem. It should be kept in mind that in 1990 they arrived at the nearest
communities such as Los Amoles, El Huizachillo, La Polvora and others promising jobs,
possible businesses, agriculture and flourishing cattle raising, but most importantly, plenty of
water which is most lacking in that area. Later on I was told by the local people that the new






