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SUBJECT: BARRIOS ALTOS MASSACRE:

- ONE MONTH LATER

REFS: A) LINA 15438 B LiMA 15735

1. (C) SUNHARY: THE IRVESTIGATION INTO THE

. HOVEMBER 3 BARRIQS ALTOS KASSACRE 4PPEARS T0 BE
WINDING DOWN TG AN INCONCLUSIVE END. THE 6OP
HAS SHOWN LITTLE "POLITICAL WILL™ TG FIHD THE
CULPRITS: WHOM MOST OBSERVERS NOW BELIEVE WERE
ROGUE ELEMENTS IN THE SECURITY FORCES. LENDING
CREDENCE TO THIS: THE ATTORNEY GEWERAL'S GFFICE
TOOK THE CASE AWAY FROM A PROSECUTOR
SPECIALIZING IK TERRORISM AKD ASSIGNED 1T TO A
COMNON CRIMES PROSECUTOR. FURTHER: 1T NON SEEMS
CLEAR THAT THE PERPETRATORS DID USE SILEHCERS. -
CORTRARY 70 PREVIOUS REPORTS. THE CONFUSION
OVER THE USE OF SILENCERS APPEARS TQ HAVE BEEN A
OELIBERATE ATTEMPT TO OBFUSCATE THE FACTS AND )
DIVERT SUSPICION FROM SECURITY FORCES: WHO ARE
KHOWN TO USE SILENCERS. END SUHMARY.

1. ) A MONTH AFTER THE WOVEMBER 3 BARRIOS
ALTOS MASSACRE. THE COP HAS MADE LITTLE PROCRESS
IX GETTING TO THE BOTTON OF THE KILLIKGS. ONE

: LEADING DALY BASICALLY SUMMED THINGS UP:
“(NVESTIGATION OF THE KILLINGS AT BARRICS ALTOS
PARTY CONTINUES AT NAUGHT.™ THE FOLLOWING IS AN
UPDATE OK THE CURRENT STATE OF PLAY,

IXVESTIGATION COMING TO A STANDSTILL

d. () THE INVESTIGATION INTO TRE HOVEMBER 3
BARRIOS ALTOS MASSACRE QREF A) |S CONING TO AN

' IKCOXCLUSIVE DEAB-END: ACCORDING TO: l Bl
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LESS-THAM THOROUEH INVESTIGATION PETERS OUT.
THE PROSECUTOR ASSIGKED TO THE CASE. NITH NO ONE
10 CHARGE: WILL THEN EITHER CLOSE THE CASE OR y
RETURN THE FILE TO THE POLICE FOR FURTHER
IRVESTIGATIONS. THOUGRT THAT ANY REAL
INVESTIGATION “TOGICALLY" LEAD 10 THE
HILITARY OR POLICE SECURITY UKIYS, HOWEVER. THE
"NECESSARY POLITICAL WILL+" HE SHRUGGED: DiD KOT

EXIST FOR AN IN-DEPTH INVESTIC T
SECURITY FORCES. %%ASED IN PAR

INGOMINGEE.
g
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YEXPLAINED O1SINGENUOUSLY THAT
O OKE COULD YET PRESUKE THAT TERRORISTS KAD

CARRIED OUT THE MASSACRE; THEREFORE THE CASE
PROPERLY BELOHGED WITH A COMHOR CRIKES
PROSECUTOR. 1D NOT EXPLAIN WdY THE
ATTORNEY GERERAL TOOK SOME 28 DAYS T0 FINALLY
DggéDE WHICH PROSECUTOR WOULD INVESTIGATE THE
CASE. .

Bl

. SILENCERS WERE USED 1N HASSACRE

5. (C) IN AN APPARENTLY DELIBERATE ATTEMPY TO
OBFUSCATE TRE SITUATION: AT LEAST OKE POLICE
REPORT WIDELY QUOTED BY THE MEDIA DENIED THAT
THE ASSAILANTS HAD USED SILENCERS, SUBSEQUENT
INFORMATIOR FROM & VARIETY OF CONTACTS COKF(RNED
THAT SILEMCERS AVAILABLE 70 THE POLICE OR
KILITARY: WERE USED.

Y SCENE WITH POLOEES AND CONCLUDED
THAT THE MASSACRE HAD TO HAVE BEEN CARRIED oUT
BY ELEKENTS WITHIN THE POLICE. HE CLAIMED KO
INSIDE KNOWLEDGE ABOUT THE INCIDENT. HOWEVER.
HE ARGUED THAT THE |MMEDIATE PROXIMITY OF FOUR
POLICE FACILITIES MADE (T HIGHLY IKPROBABLE THAT
ARY OTHER SECURITY FORCES DID IT.

SENATE MAY RAME CONHISSION INTO THE KILLIKGS

" BI1

6. {SECRET/NOFORN) SEVERAL COMGRESSIONAL
INTERPOLATICHS OF THE KINISTERS OF IKTERIOR AND

DEFENSE BASICALLY CANE UP WITH KOTHING AS THE
GOVERKMENT WITHESSES FUMBLED WITH UNCORVIKCING
ANSWERS. THE SENATE (S REPORTEDLY CONSIDERING
CREATING AN INVESTIGATING COMMISSION IRTO THE
MASSACRE.  |NFORMED SPECULATION SUGGESTS LEFTIST

SENATOR JAVIER DIEZ CANSECO WiLL EITHER
0 OR BE A HEMBER.
EAKED GOVERNHE 10 THE )

PRESS INDICATING THE THE SEGURITY FORCES HAD HAD
THE SITE OF THE MASSACRE UNDER SURVE!LLANCE
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. THE SECURITY FORCES WERE ACTUALLY ENGAGED (N

SURVETLLANGE:}
KO HUMAR RIGHTS COMPLAINTS FROM THE KILLINGS

1. ) A STAFFER FOR THE RATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS

COORDINATOR SAID IT HAD HOT BEEM ASKED TO TAKE A

FORMAL ROLE [N THIS CASE. THE STAFFER OFFERED

THAT THIS COULD IKDICATE THAT THE VICTIHS WERE - T
1X FACT KEMBERS OF SENDERO LUMINOSO (SL).

FANILY OF SL MEMBERS: SAID THE STAFFER: WERE

LESS LIKELY THAN OTHERS TO DEWGUNCE THE DEATHS

OF FALLEN SL HCHBERS TO HUMAN RIGHTS

ORGARIZATIONS. .

8. (C) COMMERT: THERE 1S KO HiGH LEVEL
POLITICAL PRESSURE TO ROOT GUT THE CULPRITS IN

THIS CASE, PRESIDENT FUJINOR! HAS HOT HADE &
PUBLIC ISSUE OF IT: NOR HAS THE CONGRESS SO FAR
INSISTED ON RESULTS. THE POLICE HAVE OBFUSCATED
KEY ASPECTS OF THE CRINE AND THE ATTORNEY
GEXERAL'S OFFICE APPARENTLY HOW HAS DECIDED 70 -
PUT IT ON THE BACK BURMER. {N-HOUSE MILITARY
{NVESTIGATIONS ARE ONGOING: BUT THERE IS KO
GUARANTEE THAT THE CULPRITS: EVEN (F DISCOVERED.
WOULD BE PUBLICLY PUNISHED. UHLESS THE
PRESIDENT AKD KIS SECURITY CHIEFS DECIDE TO GET
10 THE BOTYOM OF THIS CASE: 1T 1S LIKELY TO FADE
gﬁﬂ?s AHOTHER UNRESOLVED ABUSE. END COMMENT.
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