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SUBJECT: GARCIA AND THE MILITARY: PLEA FOR
INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT

1. -- ENTIRE TEXT.

2. ALAN GARCIA IS INVOLVED IN A DANGEROUS CONFRONTATION
WITH THE PERUVIAN ARMED FORCES. CIVIL-MILITARY STRAINS
DEVELOPED OVER THE LAST WEEK FOLLOWING CONFIRMATION THAT
AT LEAST 100 PRISONERS WERE SUMMARILY EXECUTED WHEN
POLICE AND ARMED FORCES RE-ASSERTED GOVERNMENT AUTHORITY
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AT THREE PRISONS. GARCIA WENT TO LURIGANCHO PRISON
YESTERDAY (JUNE 27) WITH PRIME MINISTER ALVA CASTRO,
FONMIN WAGNER, MINISTER OF INTERIOR SALINAS AND A NUMBER
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OF JOURNALISTS TO DRAMATIZE THE INCIDENT. AS HE DID
EARLIER IN THE WEEK, GARCIA OPTED TO TAKE A HIGH-PROFILE,
HEAVILY RHETORICAL, AND CONFRONTATIONAL APPROACH WITH THE
MILITARY. THERE IS NO DOUBT THAT HE MUST HAVE AUTHORIZED
THE ORIGINAL COUNTERATTACKS IN THE PRISON, AND HE COULD
NOT HAVE BEEN UNDER GREAT ILLUSIONS ABOUT THE MANNER IN
WHICH THE MILITARY OR POLICE WOULD HANDLE THIS.
NEVERTHELESS THE .LARGE NUMBERS OF THOSE ACTUALLY
EXECUTED MAY INDEED HAVE BEEN A SHOCK BUT IT
PARTICULARLY BECAME A PROBLEM FOR HIM WHEN IT BECAME
APPARENT THAT IT HAD BEGUN TO HAVE ADVERSE IMPLICATIONS
FOR HIM PERSONALLY, HIS PRESIDENCY, OR FOR HIS
INTERNATIONAL, LEADERSHIP ASPIRATIONS. CRITICISMS FROM
THE SI AND OTHERS CONTRIBUTED TO THIS. BY THE MIDDLE OF
LAST WEEK, WE BEGAN TO RECEIVE REPORTS THAT GARCIA WAS
TRYING TO DISTANCE HIMSELF FROM THE MILITARY/POLICE AND
THEIR ATTACK. HE ALSO BEGAN SPECIFICALLY TO ACCUSE THE
GUARDIA REPUBLICANA (THE RELATIVELY SMALL AND WEAKEST
FORCE CHARGED WITH GUARDING PRISONS AND BORDERS) OF
HAVING COMMITTED THE PRISON MURDERS. IN DOING SO, HE HAS
CAREFULLY NOT ACCUSED THE ARMY OR OTHER MAJOR SERVICES
THEREBY HOPING TO AVOID A CONFRONTATION WITH THEM,
DISTANCING HIMSELF, HIS GOVERNMENT, AND PARTY FROM THE
ATROCITIES AND FOCUSING ATTENTION ON A WEAK SCAPEGOAT.

3. RUMORS HAVE ABOUNDED THAT THE ARMED FORCES HIGH
COMMAND IS RESISTING GARCIA‘S ORDER TO DISCIPLINE THOSE
INVOLVED IN THE GR AND ANY OTHERS. GARCIA AND FM WAGNER
HAVE SPREAD THIS VIEW IN HIGHLY.DRAMATIC TERMS AND HAVE
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TALKED APOCALYPTICALLY OF AN IMMINENT MILITARY COUP WHEN
THEY TOOK THE INITIATIVE FRIDAY TO TRY TO DEVELOP
EXTERNAL SUPPORT AMONG SEVERAL DEMOCRATIC LATIN
GOVERNMENTS; WE HAVE SO FAR HEARD OF TELEPHONE
COMMUNICATIONS WITH THE ARGENTINES (ALFONSIN CAPUTO),
COLOMBIANS (BETANCUR), AND VENEZULANS (LUSINCHI). AFTER
EXTENSIVE CONVERSATIONS WITH A WIDE RANGE OF SOURCES IN
PERU- - INCLUDING DISCUSSIONS GENERAL GALVIN HAS HAD WITH
SENIOR. PERUVIAN MILITARY OFFICIALS, THE USG VIEW HAS
SHIFTED. WHILE IT IS, OF COURSE, POSSIBLE THAT OUR
INFORMATION IS INACCURATE OR THAT WE HAVE BEEN MISLED, WE
DO NOT REPEAT NOT BELIEVE THAT MILITARY COUP PLOTTING IS
TAKING PLACE OR THAT THE PROSPECT OF A COUP IS
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