Conduct of the
Persian Gulf Conflict

An Interi«m eport to Congress

Pursuant to % ’
Title VPerszan Gulf Conﬂzct Supplem@ntaZAuthoz ization and

(Persormel Ben@,ﬁts Act of 1991 (Pub[zc Law 102-25)

3
K




Interim Report

Conduct of the
Persian Gulf Conflict

An Interim Report to Congress

Pursuant to
Title V Persian Gulf Conflict Supplemental Authorization and
Personnel Benefits Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-25)

July 1991

Interim Report

o




QUESTION 5:

The use of special operations forces.

In support of Operations Desert Shield and Desert
Storm, the US Special Operations Command (SOCOM)
executed the largest deployment of Special Operations
Forces (SOF) in history. SOF were among the first units
to deploy to the Kuwait Theater of Operations (KTO).
The lead elements of SOF arrived in Saudi Arabiaon 12
August. SOF employed by the Commander-in-Chief,
US Central Command (CINCCENT) included Army
Special Forces and Army Special Operations Aviation
aircraft; Navy SEALSs (Sea, Air, and Land) and Special
Boat Units; Air Force Special Operations aircraft and
Special Operations Combat Control Teams; and Psy-

chological Operations (PSYOP) and Civil Affairs units.

SOF aircraft were employed to exploit their unique
capabilities. A Joint Special Operations Task Force
(JSOTF) was employed in operations to support prepa-
ration of the battlefield and confirmed its numerous
capabilities.

SOF, including the JISOTF, were under the combatant
command of CINCCENT and under the operational
control (OPCON) of Special Operations Command
Central Command (SOCCENT) except: Civil Affairs

units which were under the OPCON of the Army com-.

ponent, Central Command (ARCENT); AC-130 Specire
gunships and EC-130 Vblant Solo PSYOP aircraft
which were under the OPCON of the Air Force compo-
nent, Central Command (CENTAF); and those SEAL
platoons and Special Boat Detachments normally as-
signed to the Sixth and Seventh Fleets which were under
the OPCON of the Navy component, Central Command
(NAVCENT). SOF conducted operations in support of
several mission areas: Coalition Warfare Support; Ku-
waiti Military Reconstruction; Combined Special Re-
connaissance; Special Reconnaissance; Psychological
Operations (PSYOP); Civil Affairs and Direct Action;
Combat Search and Rescue (CSAR). Many of the mis-
sions performed during Operations Desert Shield and
Desert Storm were identified in pre-war plans, others
were not anticipated before the crisis.

Coalition Warfare Support
In August, CINCCENT recognized the need to assess
the capabilities and limitations of the Coalition forces

being committed to support Operation Desert Shield. It
was also necessary to ensure that Coalition forces, using
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different equipment and command and control proce-
dures, were integrated at the operational and tactical
level. The Coalition warfare support mission was given
to SOF because of their unique capabilities—language
and cultural orientation skills, wide range of tactical
and technical expertise, and high levels of training.
SOCCENT, in turn tasked US Army Special Forces,
Navy SEALSs, and Air Force Special Operations Combat
Control Teams to perform a wide range of missions in
support of Coalition forces. Coalition warfare support
included individual, joint and combined training and
operations, and liaison with Coalition forces.

SOF were attached to Coalition units during the war
down to battalion level. Their presence proved to be a
tremendous confidence builder for Coalition command-
ers. SOF assessed the levels of readiness of Coalition
forces, provided necessary training and critical commu-
nication links, coordinated tactical operations, provided
theater essential information necessary to ensure effec-
tive operational control of Coalition forces (“ground
truth™), provided fire support coordination and other
assistance. For example, a SEAL platoon and a battalion
of the 5th Special Forces Group (SFG) trained the Royal
Saudi Land Forces in close air support, naval gunfire
support, and fire support coordination. Another SEAL
platoon trained Royal Saudi Navy and Royal Saudi
Marines in small unit tactics, diving operations, air
operations, demolitions, weapons, mission planning,
and high-speed boat operations. Execution of these and
other activities ensured that Coalition forces were well-
versed in the key skills necessary to operate in a lethal,
high technology combat environment.

Despite these successes, overall SOF language skills
and the number of language trained personnel available
were not sufficient to meet the full range of Operations
Desert Shield and Desert Storm requirements. Although
language trained personnel, possessing requisite skill
levels, were attached to Arab Coalition units, other
language needs could not be filled because of deficien-
cies in total numbers of linguists and levels of profi-
ciency. A continuing need is to identify SOF language
requirements and to reconcile the competing training
priorities between foreign language capability and other
special operation mission requirements.

Combined Special Reconnaissance

SOF elements participated in Combined Special Re-
connaissance missions with Coalition forces, primarily
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