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The information I will be providing vou has been accumalated <::>
Over. many years.

It includes recent and mutually confirming
information from former Soviet citizens--including scientists and

other personnel directly involved in the programs they have

described. These personnel include three individuals who left
4

russia in the last three years after having diredt-access to the

described actlvities since the 1970's. These pecple have

reported as follows:

-That in the early 1970s, the Soviet Union undertook to
develop new Biological Warfare agé;ts using genetic

engineering technigues to enhance their weapons

characteristics.

-That at about the same Time a program was initiated to
transfer Biological Weapons research to the civilian

sector, and to create new institutes to carry out much

of this work.
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That these facilities were grouped under a special
directorate called BIOPREPARAT, which has come
successively under the aegis of GIAVMIKROBIOPROM,
MINMEDBLOPROM, and MINMEDPROM. BIOPREPARAT was
gradually expanded by bringing on board legitimate
civilian facilitiles, and ultimately it was given
independent ;tatus as a "consortium." Earlier this

year, it became subordinate to the Ministry of Health.
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The information we have received ihdicates that these
repeated reorganizations were intended--at least in part--to

conceal the actual Biological Weapons mission.

dne individual, who had a high level positiqn with good
access until his departure from the Soviet Union in 1989, reports
+hat BIOPREPARAT was created to manage military-funded offensive
Biological Weapons work using the civilian environment as a
shield. Its head has always had access to high levels of
govermment. The statements by this individual are consistent

with information obtained through the 1980s from a number of

former Soviet citizens.

According to at least one knowledgeable person, steps were
taken ko create false records——including financial records. The
purpose of these records was described as to convince foreigners .
that no offensive Bioclogical Weapons program existed, by hiding
the extent of military involvement and the true nature of the

programs.

The program run by BIOPREPARAT (begun in the eawrly 1970s) to
develop new and improved Biological Weapons agents has
encompassed a large number of civilian institutes. These include

- the following: a« -
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—~— The-Institute of Applied Microblology at Obolensk:

Ground was broken for construction in 1975; by the early
1980s these facilities were sufficiently complete to support
laboratory research. This is a key facility responsible for
research, development and production of dangerous bacteria for
Biological Weapons purposes. The information we ﬁave recelived
shows that research has been conducted here on the offensi%e use
of agents which cause anthrax, tularemia, and plague, and has
included efforts to convert harmless bacteria into Biological
Weapons agents. The facility has used speciﬁ} chambers +to -
examine the characteristics of explosively disseminated bacteria, -
including--according to our information--some which have been
modified to increase thelr effectiveness as Biological Weapons

agents.

-~ The Ingtitute of Molecular Biology at Rolisgvo:

Construction began in 1970s. This is a major facility which our

information indicates has developed viruses for offensive
Biological Weapons purposes. Projects of concern include past
undeclared smallpox work, classified genetic engineering
research, explosive aerosol testing of live agents, and

mathematical modeling of Biological Weapons agent dissemination.
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8t. Petersburg: | R - -
Eotablished about 1975, this is a restricted access facility

that has been responsible for developing techniques and equipment

to improve Biologlical Weapons agent production and dispersion,

and to allow Bioclogical Weapons agents to remain.viable and toxic .

when disseminated. Information and products from St. Petersburg

are provided to-other Biological Weapons facilities, which then

apply the new methods to work with actual Biological Weapons

agents. (I should note that this description of our information

regarding the activities at this Institute was conveyed to -

officials in the former USSR before we received further

confirmation--which I will describe for you in a moment.)

There is also a network of dual-use, industrial-scale
biological production plants specially designed and equipped to
produce and store Biological Weépons agents. According to at
least two knowledgeable individuals, examples of such facilities
include, among others, pléntsnlocated in Berdsk, Omutninsk, and
Stepnogorsk. (In April 1990 we specifically asked about these
facilities and named other siwmilar ones, but they are not named

or explained in the drafts we saw of the Declaration for the UN.)

The former USSR's anti-plague infrastructure, with its
network of at least eight research stations, conducts work for

the civilian sector but we have extensive information showing it






