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The President indicated at the NSC meetmg, in response to your suggestion
and the comments of others, that he wanted to consider the possibility of
substituting a Safeguard site at Washington for the one DOD proposed for
the Pacific Northwest,

This memorandum sets forth some ofn.thve factors which might be con-
sidered in deciding on the wisdom of that substitution.

What is a Washington site?

I have assumed, on the basis of DOD listings of alternatives in earlier
documents in the course of the review, that the Washington site would

have a Missile Site Radar (MSR), but no Perimeter Acquisition Radar

(PAR), and that it would have both Spartans for long range interception
and Sprints for terminal defense of the capital itself. DOD illustrative
systems assign about 100 misgsiles, divided between Spartan and Sprint
to the Washington site. The Sprint sites would have to be within 15-20

miles of the city; the MSR and the Spartans could be farther away.

Advantages

There is a strong theoretical political and strategic argument that NCA
defense may be the most important element of an ABM system?

-~ A third country -- or a crazed unit commander -- who wanted to
provoke a nuclear exchange between the U.S. and the USSR might believe
Washington an ideal target, hoping that, with the head destroyed, the
" limbs would lash out spasmodically at the other superpower. A defense
of the capital would lessen the temptation to make such attacks and reduce
the danger, however small, of a "mistaken™ retaliation. The kind of
system which would be built for Washington could probably effectively

deny' damage to command facilities against a small attack, The degreéd

“of protection afforded, however, is highly dependent on the assumptions
‘about the character of the attack.
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