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: / J 3 1/ ( ¢ | Summary: Although the Afghan Left remains emall and fragmented, 7
it has growm conaiderably over the years following the promul~-
gation of Afghanistan s Constitution in 1964. Most-obgervers

accept the premise of a remark attributed to Sardar Abdul Wali,
to the effect that if the mullahs were unleashed all leftists in

in the ?ountry*would be dead within 24 hours: However, given this
AMB/DCM CRU country 8 stormy history, and- the memories of what happened here
ECON before when the populace- tock matteérs im itg own hands, it is
USIS very doubtful that Abdul Wali or any member of the Royal Family
AID/D would ever seriously consider such 4 move. At present, the Left
probably has more nuigsance value than anything else.
9ST ROUTING : S e e
TO: {Action } Info. |initials The better organized groups, however, have been successfully ,
po-’ ekploiting safe nationalistic issues (e.g., Pushtunistan, anti- i
& iranian sentiment) for gome time now, and have developed a L
RgL following of '"fellow travellers" who manage to overlook the
ol = other issues involved. . Siguificantly, no leftist party or
- o grouping now publicly calls for revolution or directly imsultsk
il , the Islamic Religion (many in fact tout their religious ortho-
el doxy) or the person of the King (the favorite veiled referehnte is
f o A to "reactionary authorities’). Leftist groups in Afghanistan also
Ts | @ tend to be highly personalized, clustering around individual leaders
) and splintering over personal antagonisms more often tham over
ey purely doctrinal dfsputes. On méjor issues, egpecially those
; enjoying a wide popular base of support and the expleitation of
11 ‘ which can be embarrassing te the Govermment, hatchets are tem- N
: FiE porarily buried to effect various "united fronts" of "progressive
i Action Taken: elements. End Summary.
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