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SUBJECT: AFGHANLSTAN . POLITICAL UNcERfA:NfIES

SUMMARYs VAGUE ATMOSPHERE OF POLITICAL CRISIS HAS BEEN
DEVELOPING KABUL IN RECENT DAYS, THOUGH KNOWN FACTORS DQ
NOT SEEM WARRANT AS '‘MUCH MALAISE  AS EXISTSe "MINHEALTH
RESIGNATION PRIVATELY COWFIRMED AND QTHER NEAR RESIG-
NATIDNS RELIABLE REPORTEDs APPROACH TO AMBASSADOR
THROUGH INTERMEDIARY FROM FORMER PM PRINCE pAUD GUERYING
US ATTITUDE TOWARD POSSIBILITY HIS RETURN TO POWER.
ACTION REQUESTEDt DEPT COMMENTS ON PROPOSED LINE TO
FOLLOW IN RESPONSE DAUD APPROACH- END SUMMARY.

}» THERE 1§ AN ILL-~DEFINED POLITICAL CRISIS IN KABUL WHICH
APPEARS DEEPER THAN AVAILABLE FACTS AND KNOWN FACTORS
WARRANTe ELEMENTS ARE CONTINUED UNIVERSITY STANDSTILL,
SLUGGISH ECONOMY» HIGH FOOD PRICES IN SPOTS AND UNEVEN
DISTRIBUTIONs SUGAR SHORTAGE, AS WELL AS CONFIRMED { THOUGH
POSSIBLY NOT ACCEPTED) RESIGNATION MINISTER OF HEALTH AND
REPORTED CONSIDERATION OF RESIGNATION BY MINISTERS OF

EQUCATION AND INTERIOR. ADDITIONAL FACTORS ARE GOVERNMENT S

YHOLD=THE=LINE® POLICY ON PUSHTUNISTAN WHICH CRITICS
INTERPRET AS FURTHER EVIDENCE OF RGA INDECISIVENESS

STORIES OF HIGH LEVEL CORRUPTIONs ADMINISTRATION MAL-
FUNMCTION AND CONTINUED ABSENCE PARLIAMENTARY QUORUMe

2+« TO THE LONG-TERM RESIDENT, WHICH ] HAVE BECOME: NONE
OF THESE ITEMS SEEMS UNUSUAL OR EXCEPTIONALLY GRAVEs
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