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The past month has s n an sbatement in the clerdical and tribal
unrest which has dominated the Afghan political scene for the past
two months, and in this period of calm, 1t is possible to make the
following observations: 1} The original demonstrations in Kabul
were inspired by the Mojededi family, probably with tacit support
from some elements of the government and Royal Family. However,
as the situation developed, the Mojadedis left the field more to
the provinelal mullahs whose aim was to sebt back the clock socially
on a wide front. These men reflected, in part, the latent dissat-
isfaction of the hinterland with the lack of economic progress in
the provinces as contrasted with the capital. 2) The left did not
react strongly to the demonstrations and avoilded a major confron-
tation, For their part, mullahs probably- did 1ittle to change
the views of the segments of the society at which the communist
appeal is aimed, but the agitation still set back the leftist
cause, ab least in the countryside. 3) The Soviets here were
caught off balance and annoyed by the demonstrations, and the
impact of the events on their attitude towards the RGA is a per-
tinent question for the future, ) Religious conservatism, for
the first time in many years, vividly demonstrated that it remains
a force with which the govermment must contend. Nevertheless,
the existence of a reasonably strong army, the absence of outside
assistance and a basically conciliatory govermment policy, has so
far prevented the situation from getting out of hand, 5) If all

' goes well, the demonstrations may ultimately come to be regarded
- as proof of the mettle of the society and the democratic experi-
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