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PM | MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT ‘
ig/ISP SUBJECT; Annual Review of US Chemical
Warfare and Biological Research
L ) Program :
u .
's/PC N - .
S/S:RF The Under Secretaries Committee has reviewed
: and approved the attached first Annual Review of
the US chemical warfare and biologital research
program you regquested in NSDM 35. This review
also includes riot control agents (RCAs) and
chemical herblc1des
We haye asked that prior to the next Annual
Review the following studies be conducted on an
1nte:agency basis with DOD taklng the lead:
- To determine what constitutes an adequate

and effective deterrent and retaliatory capability
against a chemical and biological attack.

-- To develop appropriate guidelines for the
public information program on US chemical warfare,
and biological and toxin reseaxch.

- We also approved the recommendations con-—
- tained in the Annual Review. The most important
- - are as follows:

~- That DOD make every effort to obtain a
formal agreement by the National Academy of
Sciences (NAS) that it will undertake the herbi-
cide study requested by Public Law 21-441 and
that a public announcement be made before commence-
ment of hearings on the Geneva Protocol. We under-—
stand that the NAS has agreéd %o this study.
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-~ That greater attention and priority be
given to collection and analysis of CBW intelli-
gence. In this regard, available evidence is not
sufficient to make a confident estimate of the -
size or composition of the Soviet stockpile of
CBW agents. oOur information on”Chinese capabili-
ties is negligible. Desirable types of additional
intelligence data and the associated costs of
collection should be identified. .

-~ That the US continue efforts to have the
UK draft convention on BW adopted by the CCD in
Geneva and that the US continue to cooperate in
efforts to achieve effective control of CW through
international agreement.

~— That military deficiencies in US defensive
capabilities be remedied as rapidly as feasible.
Desirable additional programs to counter identi-
fied threats should be developed and con51dered
within the Defense review process.

- That an Ad Hoc Interagency Committee be

formed to define more precisely the biological and

toxin research program and determine which areas
reguire classification.

Several issues were raised as a result of the
Annual Review. They have been resolved as follows:

Issue 1l: Should the US provide the Republic
of vietnam Armed Forces (RVNAF) with capabilities to
lse RCAS in other than normal riot control activities?

-

The Under Secretaries Cémmittee endorsed the
position of the Secretary of Defense to continue US
support for the Republic of Vietnam with RCAs after
withdrawal of US combat forces from Vietnam at a
reasonable and appropriate level. The present DOD
guidelines are: )

1) That support contlnue at a level to be
determined by relevant mllltary and economic con-
siderations;
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