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As we meeg/zogether this evening, I can think of no group of people LT
: who chare more common interests in the governing -of"the United States . T
than do those of us heré. Most of the businesses you represent do work - L
for the government. Many of you .like myself have at times taken leave - - . .

from your priyvate concerns to serve the public welfare. -Withdéut your

support the defense of’the United Stafes ceul&’not be 'maintained. There-

will always. be any matters at issue%between us.and many problems of -
gqvernment - bugineds relatiorns to be resolved But, I doubt that there CLE L
: will ever be major 1nsoluble differences between us when the security 3 e
i ur couritry ip at. stake And veriﬁhbly ‘it is today. . j' ' )

g It seemed tq me, therefore, -that rather than dwell on our problems -~ 3
and“we- have, them to deal with -- I should try to develop further for you '

- the thinking‘behi & our present defense policles and programs. It has

'{ been my observati-n that the only way to keep the Government's defense . ‘- _
.policy clear in the minds of -those .not in Government is by constant - :
reiteration.“ Inevitably, in the course of publiec discussion, misinterpreta<
tions and misunderitandings of defense policy develop. It may be because

" ‘'we_ 1n.Government fail to makﬁfourselves clear in vhe first ‘Place. Perhapl
we take it tod much|for. granted .that having once stated a policy we have

. Pulfilled opr task of achieving public understanding Or perhaps the - .
‘subject 1s so complex that it requires a continuing dislogue between the
Government and the phople.. Whatever the reason, I am convinced. that we.
have not Yet suceeeded in getting altoss to the public at large a. full o
" understanding of the;defense policies we, are now pursulng. . Even for , T
auch well 1nformed individuals as® ynurselves, it could be worthwhile for .

fense obJectives anﬂ what we are doing to achieve AL
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