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SUBJECT: Has CGenccide Occurred in Rwanda?

ISSUES FOR DECISION

Whether (1) to authorize Department officials to state
publicly that "acts of genocide have occurred" in Rwanda and
(2) to authorize U.S. delegations to international meetings to
agree to resolutions and other instruments that refer to "acts
of genocide®" in Rwanda, state that "genocide has occurred”
there or contain other comparable formulations. (A resolution
posing this issue is expected at the May 24-25 Special Session
of the UN Human Rights Commission).

ESSENTIAL FACTORS

Events in Rwanda have led to press and public inguiries
about whether genocide has occurred there. In light of the
stark facts in Rwanda (see INR's analysis, Tab 1) and L's legal
analysis (Tab 2), we believe that Department officials should
be authorized to state the Department's conclusion that “acts
of genocide have occurred"™ in Rwanda. This is the same
formulation that we use with respect to Bosnia.

A Special Session of the UN Human Rights Commission will
meet May 24-2% in Geneva tg consider the human rights situation
in Rwanda. The U.S. delggation will press for a strong







