DOCUMENT No. 38: Psychological Strategy Board Memorandum from
John M. Anspacher to George A. Morgan, 17 June 1953

News of the uprising in East Germany set off intense deliberations in Washington about how the
United States should react. A State Department guidance instructed U.S. overt media, such as RIAS,
to report fully but factually on the unrest. Within the ranks of the Psychological Strategy Board, other,
more active measures, such as encouraging resistance throughout the zone, exploiting the defection
of People s Police officers “to undermine the whole VOPO structure,” or “martyrizing"” the victims

of the crackdown, are put forward.

Psychological Strategy Board
17 June 1953

Memorandum for: Mr. George A. Morgan
Through: Mr. Mallory Browne!®4
Subject: East Berlin Riots

It is accepted by both State and CIA that today’s riots in East Berlin were a spontaneous
result of a planned demonstration yesterday. It is understood, although not definitely known,
of course, that the Soviets staged yesterday’s demonstration against increased productivity
quotas in order to react to them by cutting back those quotas. However, over night the workers
took the initiative themselves and carried on with a spontaneous uprising far beyond the
Soviets plan. We know from press reports and from a conversation with Berlin this morning
that the Soviets have moved tanks and machine gunners into East Berlin, and already three
casualties have occurred. The press reports, especially by the AP and CBS, have been verified
by Mr. Lyon in Berlin in a phone conversation this morning as well as by Mr. Reber in his
talk with Mr. Riddleberger, also this morning. The State Department (GER) has prepared a
briefing paper for Mr. Smith to be used at today’s luncheon. This paper, attached,!% covers
the most significant items of information about what is going on in Berlin and describes in
the 4th paragraph the guidance which had been issued to U.S. overt media. It is important to
note the caution included in this guidance in the last paragraph.

Several additional ideas were suggested during my conversation with the GER officers
who drafted the attached briefing paper, but were not included largely because of the caution
with which State is approaching this situation. For your guidance, however, at today’s
luncheon when the subject will probably be brought up, I should like to set them forth here:

a. It would be important to suggest the possibility of more resistance to the Soviet regime
within the Zone. Such resistance need not be violent—in fact it should preferably be
passive—but the possibility that seething unrest might break out into open violence at any
time would put the Soviets on the alert and make it necessary for them to make a show of
armed strength throughout the Zone. This has obvious psychological implications with
respect to the “workers paradise” and the insincerity of what the Soviets mean by “peaceful

unity.”

1% Handwritten note at the bottom of the page reads: “George: I concur, but want to emphasize that this seems
to me to the moment to hit hard through C.1.A. to make possible trouble covertly. M.B.”
105 Not printed.
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