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not only with Tricia, but then with Pat, and then Lynda Robb
and Julie, and I guess one or two others. He looked like he was
having a good time and did a superb job of it.

After the bnidal couple left, the P and Mrs. Nixon went
upstairs and he called me up. He and Pat, Julie and Bebe, were
in the West Hall, talking the whole thing over, and the P asked
me for a rundown on how it had all gone. I gave him a very
enthusiastic report. The P was in great spirits.

Julie wanted to watch the thing on TV, and the P said if
you do, I’'m going to have to leave, but we persuaded him to
look at 1t on TV, on the NBC special which came on right
at that time. He saw himself going down that aisle and made
the comment that, well at least I'm standing pretty straight.
Obviously the ladies in the family had been nagging him
about standing up straight, and he was pleased to see himself
looking pretty good. The TV was great and he realized it, so
it was a good thing he did watch it, and I think that bucked
him up, too. All in all, the whole thing was a sensational day.

Sunday, June 13, 1971

The P spent most of the day at the EOB with Bebe, while
Mrs. Nixon helped Julie pack for her departure to join David,
after a reception for the Nixon and Ryan families in the
morning at the Residence as a follow-up to the wedding. The
family then took Julie to the airport and returned to the house
for dinner.

The big deal today was a break in The New York Times of
the reprinting of the 40-volume Vietnam Papers, that covered
the whole McNamara operation. Haig called to tell me about
it before I had seen the Times. Apparently we didn’t know
that the papers had been taken out and The New York Times
has all of them except one volume of the 40. It really blasts
McNamara and Kennedy and Johnson. He (Haig) feels that
it will cause terrible problems with the South Vietnamese
government. The point is that it’s criminally traitorous that
the documents got to The New York Times, and even more
so that the Times is printing them. The Times says they plan
to print the whole series of articles. The key now is for us to
keep out of it and let the people that are affected cut each
other up on it.
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These were of course the ‘‘Pentagon Papers,”” the 7,000-page
study of American involvement in Southeast Asia from World
War II to 1968 which had been commissioned by Robert Mc-
Namara while he was Secretary of Defense. It was the largest
leak of classified documents in American history. '

Monday, June 14, 1971

The day started up with some more follow-up on the New York
Times story, which was discussed at the staff meeting. When
the P called me in, he raised the point, too, that there’s cause
in this for everyone to be concerned, especially regarding for-
eign policy. As to staff leakage, etc., the P is especially con-
cerned about Henry’s staff. He thinks that we should get the
story out on . . . at Brookings, who is the suspected villain.

The first suspect for the leakage was a former Defense De-
partment employee who was then a Fellow at the Brookings
Institution.

Just smoke Brookings out, using names, and demand that
charges be brought. He also wanted me to talk to Haig about
the staff situation, particularly with concern to the P’s papers
and how we’re taking care of them.

Tuesday, June 15, 1971
The big thing today was still the New York Times story follow-
up, as they go on running it and the whole thing builds sub-
stantively. Mitchell went ahead last night with his request of
them to cease publication; they refused. So today he went for
an injunction, got a temporary restraining order, and probably
will be able to get an injunction. After meeting with the P this
afternoon, decided to file criminal charges. So we’re pretty
much in the soup on the whole thing now. The real problem
is to try to establish clearly that the Administration’s interest
here is in the violation of Top Secret classifications rather than
in the release of this particular material. The problem other-
wise is that we’re going to be tied into it and get blamed for
the same kind of deception that was practiced by the Johnson
Administration.

The P dictated a memo to me this morning, issuing orders
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that there is to be no contact and no interviews by any mem-
ber of the White House staff with The New York Times unless
there is express permission from the P, which he does not
intend to grant. I called all the key staff members and covered
them on this, and interestingly enough, they all agreed that it
was the right idea. He also felt that we should launch an at-
tack on the Times,; that it was a reckless disclosure of secrets
and shocking breach of security. The other point that he
wanted us to emphasize was that this is a family quarrel of
another Administration, that they’re washing their dirty linen
in public and that we aren’t going to get into it, but we do
believe in the security of secret documents and we’ll have to
enforce that.

Wednesday, June 16, 1971

New York Times reaction again dominated the day today, start-
ing with the staff meeting, where we got into a discussion in
the 8:00 meeting with Shultz making the point that there are
three main issues: the question of whether this should have
been classified or declassified to begin with; the point that Top
Secret material is published every day and the question of why
this is any different from others; and the concern about how
devious Defense and Foreign Affairs intelligence are. They’re
always playing a cat-and-mouse game, never a straight state-
ment.

There’s a real problem here of Johnson’s pure deceit, for
instance at his press conference where he said he was not
doing exactly what he was doing. Another idea was that we
should declassify all the material that can be declassified and
announce now that we’re going to do so. Do enough of a
release so that we can’t be accused of suppression. That,
though, creates the problem of declassifying other documents
or releasing them to the Senate on the basis of their being
leaked or on any other basis. -

The P got into this, on and off all during the day, wanted
to be sure that we’re making an all-out effort on editorials.

He feels that we do have to make the issue that the press is
massively endangering our security, paint them as lawbreakers,
disloyal, etc. That there’s no question of right to know or how
we got into Vietnam, but we must maintain the integrity of
government.

As we were talking at midday today, he heard some kids






