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BASIC INSTRUCTIONS

1. sAUTHORITY. These instructions are issued pursuant to

paragraph 4 of the President's "Authorization for the Expendzture of
Nu.clear Weapons'' dated May 22, 1957.
2. PURPOSE. These instructions establish policies in the

implementation of the Presidential Authorization.

3. DEFINITIONS. The following definitions are established
for the purpose of these instructions:

a. The term "nuclear weapons' includes all types of
weapons and devices which release atomic energy.

b. .'I‘he term "United States, its Territories and
Possessions' includes the Canal Zone. T
<. The term "Authorizing Commander" is a commander /

empowered to e:ﬁpend nuclear weapons pursuant to subparagraph

5c of the Presidential "Authorization for the Expenditure of

Nuclear Weapons."

d. The term “major US forces" refers to those
orgaxlxized units- of U. S, military forces comprising the essential
' operational military strength of the United States, including the
numbered ﬁe;ld armies, fleets, and air forceg and (see sub-

paragraph 6a below)/the forces of Authorizing Com.ma.nder:j
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e. The term "attack” refers to a major hostile assault

of such magnitude and againsat such areas or forces as to
constitute an 'immediaté and vital military threatzto the
. Becurity of the United States or to maj.or U.S. forces, ‘a.s
defined above.
i. .'I'he terms "expend", "expending', and "expenditure!
refer to the firing or l.aunching and dctcmatiox% of a nuclear

weapon,
g- The terms "foreign territory' and "territory of
foreign friendly countries' include the territorial waters and

air space thereof.

h, The term "international waters' includesthe air

space above,

4. AUTHORIZED EXPENDITURES., When the urgency of
; 4. Authorized Expenditures, When the urgency of time and
¥ circumstances clearly does not Permit a specific decision by the

President, or other Person empowered to act in his stead, the

-

instructions:

- ' 2. For the defense of the United States, its Territories
and possessions:
(Chg.approved by Presidant—ltr.ll/2/59 to Deputy Sec.Def.)
5

. oy - o
YT
.

Electrostatic  reproduction mads
for presersation purposes by the
Eisenhower Library for replacement ...

Al m ABPAriArad, o oo




e
.

Electrostatic  reproduction mada. '
for preservation purposes by the )
Eisenhower Library for repiacement

of s deteriorating manuscript item.

(1) In the United States, its Territories and

possessions, and in coastal air defense identification
zones, against attack by air - (Special Additional
Instructions in Section "A" below).

(2) In the United Sta.tgs, its Territories and
possessions, and in international waters adjacent thereto
as cieﬂned in Section "B'", against attack by sea - (Special
Additional Instructions in Section "B'' below).

(3) In the territory of ‘friendly foreign countries
near the United States, its Territories and possessions,
subject to applica.l;ﬂ.e agreements or understandings, if any,
with the government exercising sovereignty over the
country or countries concerned, against attack by air -
(Special Additional Instructions in Secﬁo'n NAM b?low).

" b. For the defense of United States forces in foreign
territory and in international waters against Sino-.Sorv-iet Bloc
attacking forces, subject to a:pplica.ble agreements or unde;- .
standings, if any, with the government éxercising sovereignty
over the country or co@tﬁet concerned - (Séecial Additional |
Instructions in Section "B" below). .

c. In the event of nucléar.atta.ck upon the €rthuemdob

United States, in retaliation against the enemy identified as - -

R
(Deletion app.by Preisent — ltr.ll/é/ 59 to Sec.Gatss) L e e
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responsible for the attack, subject in the case of retaliation

from friendly foréign territory to applicable agreements or
understandings, if any, with the government exe‘rcising sovereign-
£y over the country or countries concerned - (Special Addi-
tional Instructions in Section "C" below).

5 OPERATIONAL LIMITATIONS. Because of the serious inter-

national implications of the use of nuclear weapons by U, S, mili-
tary forcés, it is essential that particularly strict command con-
trol and supéwision be exercised, and that the use of nuciea.r

- weapons be limited to circumstances of grave necessity. Ee
authority to expend nucleé.r weapons in the event urgency of time
and circumstances clearly does not permit a specific deéision by ;,
the President, or other person empowered to act in his stead, is gn
emergency measure necessitated by recognition of t_he fact tha‘.g_,«*’g
communications may be r:lisrupted by the atifi%t.ﬁigvmfnﬁforf to
insure that such authoritzfj.rﬂﬁfﬂ:;:;;n:d through accident or mis-
information. The aub}‘fbﬁution té eaxpend nuclear iteapona shouldl
be regarded as an fiuthorization sffective only wntil it s possible,
in light of time an\ circumstances, to commmicate with the Presi-
dent, or other person\;ﬁ‘pwo-ned_,g_g_ act in his stead. | In the

expenditure of nuclear weapons pursuant to these instructions,

(Revised as of May 12, 1960)
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clearlyw‘aocs ROt permit a specific decision by the Pres:.dent

" or other PeTson empowered to actin his stead,
’9

E.‘ Under t t}gis autho:ization, Authorizing Commanders

weapons and to guch targets s are necessary, Further,
Y.

Y
by

nuclear weapons will be psed iﬁ%the‘rnanner best calculated

x

to avoid expanding hostilities and w1th due regard for the

safety of friendly forces and peOples X

d. Nothing in these instructions shall be construed ag
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only by Authorizing Commanders, utilizing the criteria and

. procedures set forth in these instructions."

6. RESPONSIBILITIES AND PROCEDURES.&-.R_C_{%sibﬂiﬁes

and procedures applicable to the expenditure of nuclear weapor;\s\,g

when the urgency of time and circumstances clearly does not pergnit
4

hy

a specific decision by the President, or other person empowe;:gd to

5
o
[
act in his stead, are:. »«-”‘"’»
e add
.‘l“*"‘-

a. The Authorizing Commandersire designated in the

ey
v
ey

. e
appropriate Sections beng‘“ﬂ')r the purpose set forth therein.
l:.‘”;,"”
In addition, com}nﬁnders of joint task forces and of other
P .
2

commmands, equivalent in stature to the numbered forces,
as specidically approved by t"ne Presid;nt and the Secretary
of Defense, may from time to time be designated as
Authériziné Commanders by the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

i : ‘
Furtl‘\i?r, in regard to the air defense of the United Sfates, its

Territories and possessions, these instructions do not limit

the authorityu'gra‘.”nted to operational commanders pursuant to

e,
T,

the "Authorization for&ifﬁ?"Exppnditure of Atomic Weapons in
Air Defense: approved by the Preside’.;i:"'bn...,]\.S April 1956 and

ﬂ_1é "Policy Statement on Interception and Engag

Hostile Aircraft', approved 24 September 1952, which
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lemented in accordance with the revised "Interception and
Engagement Instructions and Procedures', dated 7 Decer
1956.\ Previous authorizations to expend atamic weapons in

accordance with the revised Interception and Engvagement

-4 Instructions and Procedures dated December 7, 1956 (attached

h
hereto as Appendix A) are continued in full force and effect.

£.0. 1.275 g
Sec. 3.4 (L)(()
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