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DESTRUCTION OF CHINESE NUCLEAR WEAPONS CAPABILITIES

.The bases for direct action against Chinese Communist
nuclear facilities were explored im April 1964 in a paper
by Robert Johnson of the Department of State Policy Planning
Council,l which paper it was apparently decided should form
the basis for any subsequent consideratiom of the subject.2

The paper considers four methods of destruction and
draws the following conclusions regarding thems:

1. Overt non-nuclear air attack (presumably US).
"Relatively heavy' (not fur:her qualified) non-nuclear air
attack weuld be required t) destroy fissionable material
producticn facilities to t 1e degree that essentially com-
plete retuilding would be -equired. A question 1is ralsed
as to how effective a.joh sould be done with various

alternative levels of atta:k.

1 "The Bases for Direct Axtion Against Chinese Communist
Nuclear Facilities' by Robert Johnson, dtd 14 April 1964.

2 The pcper purports to rzpresent the broad consensus of
the views of representa:zives of State, CIA, DOD and
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