BEOL R ges

/

'INCOMING TELEGRAR/// Department of Statg KT

58-H COMNF'CINT AL B

Action """"—.0&‘%—3‘—'196 *ﬁ'.——-
EUR DEPABTUZNT O ;mgn/cg/n '

FROM: BERLIN
Info REVIIWED BY un"A(

SS§ " T0: Secretary of State
c FDsCoxr v2sgef?. pats
: TS AUTH . BTAC0N(S)
gAP NO: 18€, AucusT 13, 10 PM xuooes¥ EXTSTING uaziirc; O
DECLASSTFTEDX FSikasal
L RELEASE DELTED]

;l NIACT PA or FOI EXEMPTIONS _
B

S0 ACTION DEPARTMENT 186, =ONN 160, INFORMAT;ON PAR!S PRIORITY 108, “Q
;o LONDON PRIORITY 102, MOSCOW PR;OR|TY 99, PR.ORITY POLAD USAREUR gmy -

Bsx PARIS FOR EMBASSY, USRO, STOCSSTL AND Finw, .
Y .

su ” -~ - -~ ' ~ - \
NSC FOLLOWING 1S SUMMARY DEVELOPMINTS FROM EARLY MOSNING TO %
INR  MID-AFTERNOON: \
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NSA EAST GERMAN ACTION SEALING S:CTOR BOUNDARY anr INTERRUPT ING N
0SD S-BAHN SERVICES WAS CARRIED OUT BETWCEN 2.30 AND €.0C AM, N
ARMY  ALOMG CAREFULLY PREPARED PLAN ON WHICH COMELETE STCURITY HAD BEEN
NAVY ~ PRESERVED, FIRST INDICATION OF ACT!ON WAS PC.;Ce OB ITRVANCE ~
AIR THAT WESTBOUND S-BN TRAIN FAILED TO ceve- 'N, BUT TAZTE.AD ~
NIC TRAINS STILL LEAVING WEST BERLIN, FUWEVER, CINCE SCBAHN NURMALLY
OPERATES REDUCED NIGHT SCHEDULE, ACTION WA NOT IMMEDIATELY
DETECTABLE AS MAJOR TRAFFIC INTERFERENCE, EA-T GEPMAN RAD |0,
ANNOUNCEMENT AT 5:00 AM,, WHICH HAD BEEN PR:CZDED BY EAST
GERMAN NEWS AGENCY (ADN) RELEASE RC GOR COUNCIL OF MIN;STERS
DECISION AND IMPLEMENTING DECRLES (BERLINTS 177 DEPT, 151 BUNN)
PROVIDED FIRST CONFIRMATION MAJOR SEAL-OFF QPLRATION,

STRONG DEPLOYMENT OF EAST GEPMAN MILITARY AND PARAMILITARY UNITS §
(BERLIN'S 182 DEFT, 15€ BONN), EQUIPPEC FOR RIUT CUNTRUL WITH TANKS
AND ARMORED RECONNA | SSANCE VEHICLES, WAS AUGMINTZD BY CUNCENTRA
TiONS OF SOV MILITARY FORCES IN SOVZONC BUT APPARENTLY NOT M,

EAST BERLIN; ONLY SOV OBSERVER TEAMS SEEN IN CAST BERLIN, r.Bopam
MYLITARY MISSION, HOWEVER, DETECTED TWo 2OV MOTOR I 2ED RIFLE g -
SIONS WITH }ULL COMBAT CQUIPMENT DLPLOYING IN IIMISCIRCLE MY,
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WEST AND SOUTH OF BERLIN, WITH SOV TANK DIVISION IN POSITIONS SOUTH
OF CITY, IMPRESSIVE MILITARY SHOW OF STRENGTH OBYIOUSLY DESIGNED
TO INTIMIDATE PEOPLE FROM OUTSET, AND THUS NIP IN BUD ANY POSSI .
BLE RESISTANCE, SOV MILITARY PRESENCE PRESUMABLY HAD PURPOSE MAKE
CLEAR FROM BEGINNING THAT CIVILIAN DISOBEDIENCE WOULD BE RUTHLESSLY
SUPPRESSED, INVOKING MEMOR;ES OF 1953; 1T ALSO CAST INTERESTING
LIGHT ON SOV EVALUATION OF EAST GEPMAN MIL!TARY RELIABILITY,

AS INDICATED BERLIN'S 183 DEPT, 157 BONN, VOPOS APPEARED UN-
USUALLY CAREFUL NOT TO OBSTRUCT FREEDOM OF ALLIED CIRCULATION,

EAST GERMAN MEASURES CLEARLY DES:GNED TO HALT STREAM Of REF UGEES

ZONZ RESIDENTS FROM ENTERING WEST
BERLIN, WHILE ALLOWING TRAFFIC FROM WEST SERLIN TO PRGCEED
UNIMPEDED, NEVERTHELESS, REFERENCE IN INTERIOR MINISTRY DECREE
(BERLIN'S 178 DEPT, 152 BONN) TO "PEACEFUL CITIZENS FROM WEST
BERLIN" FORESHADOWS POSSIBILITY EAST MAY UNDER ITS OWN DEFINITION
OF "PEACEFUL® RESTRICT CERTAIN WEST BERLINERS FROM ENTERING EAST
BERLIN, SAME APPLIES TO LANGUAGE IN GDR COUNCIL OF MINISTERS
RESOLUTION (BERLIN®S 184 DEPTEL 158 BONN) RS KEEPING "REVANCHIST®
WEST GERMANS OUT OF EAST BERLIN,
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MISSION OFFICERS OBSERVED DURING AFTERNOON THAT CONTPOL MEASURES
DECREED BY GDR REGIME BE ING IMPLEMENTED EVERYWHERE, BORDER

BETWEEN EAST AND WEST SECTORS CURRENTLY MANNED BY SECURITY ALERT
POLICE, DISTRICT ALERT POLICE AND VOPOS, WHO ARE BUILDING OBSTACLES
AND STRINGING BARBED WIRE AT BORDER POINTS CLOSED BY REGIME DECREES,
AERIAL OBSERVATION SHOWS RELATIVELY FEW TROOP MOVEMENTS DURING

DAY AFTER FORCES HAD ASSUMED POSITIONS, STATUS OF CONTROLS FROM
SOVZONE INTO EAST SECTOR NOT YET CLEAR, BUT RELATIVELY FREE FLOW
TRAFFIC OBSERVED TO SCHOENEFELD AIRPORT !N SOVZONE JUST OUTSIDE
EAST BERLIN, VEMICULAR ANQ PEDESTR!AN TRAFF|C FROM WEST BERLIN
MOVING FREELY THROUGH 13 EAST.WEST SECTOR CROSS!NG POINTS,

AUTOBAHN TRAFFIC TO AND FROM FEOREP PROCEEDING NORMALLY,

DURING AFTERNOON GRQWHIG, TROWOS, :0F+ LWR 1 @165 ANReAUEL.EN ONLOOKERS 4‘54
GATHERING ON EAST HERLSING 5:DE 5% CNOSSIRG POINTS ¢ PARTICULARLY AT /-
BRANDENSURGES
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BRANDENBURGER TOR, HEAVILY ARMED SECURITY ALERT POLICE AND
KAMPFGRUPPEN CONTINGENTS REINFORCED AT SEVERAL MAJOR EAST-WEST
SECTOR CROSSING POINTS, TOGETHER WiTH VOPOS, EVERYWHERE ABLE TO
LONTROL CROWDS THAT HAVE FORMED SO FAR, 24 TANKS AND 2c ARMORED
TROOP CARRIERS OF EAST GERMAN ARMY, AND 80-90 TRUCKS OBSERVED
PARKED IN CENTER OF CITY AND OCCASIONAL MOVEMENTS OF MILITARY
VEHICLES SEEN ELSEWHERE,

ALTHOUGH EAST REGIME HAS MOT SO FAR PUBLISHED REGULATION INDICATINC
EXACT PROCEDURE BY WHICH SOVZONE AND EAST BERLIN RESIDENTS MIGHT
OBTAIN PERMITS TO ENTER WEST BERLIN UNDER NEW DECREE, WEST

BERLIN POLICE REPORT STATES SOVZONE MARRIED COUPLE WERE TODAY
GIVEN ONE-DAY PERMIT TO ENTER WEST BERLIN TO ATTEND FAMILY PARTY,
SENAT REPORTS THAT BETWEEN YESTERDAY NOON AND 10 A,M, TODAY

3,190 REFUGEES REPORTED AT RECEPTION CENTER AND ANOTHER 800
REFUGEES BETWEEN 10 AM, AND 4 PeM,; LATTER EITHER CAME TO WEST
BERLIN YESTERDAY OR CROSSED THROUGH CANALS AND FIELDS TODAY,
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Note: Mr. Knox (EUR) informed 9:45 p.w., 8-13-61, FMi.

g gee SONR




