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16, (U THLS REFORT TRAMSHITS A SAMPLING OF ATTLTULES ON THE
MELITARY TAKEQYVER OF THE PAKISTAN GOVERNMENT, 1Y IS SIGKIFICHNT
IM REPORTING & GENERAL ACCEPTANCE OF VHE NEMLY ESTAOLISHED HLA,
22, OETYAILS: SR ST

1. 467 IN THE WEEK SImCE THE mitpTaey TAKEOVERJN A srokew

TG SEVERAL PAKISTANLIS FROW DIVERSE MALXS OF LIFC. THE GENERAL
COMSENSUS 15 THAT 17 WAS WECESSARY FOR THE MILITARY T STEP IN [N
ORCER TO PREVENT JIDESFREAD BLOGDSHED WHICH WAS SEEM A3 [NEVITABLE
IF A PGLITICAL AGREEMENT COULY MOT B REACHED, AM APOLI T1CAL
ALOOLE~LEYEL BUSINESSMAN FROM LAHORE WHO AT THE TIHE OF THE (OUP
WA TRAVECLLING IM THE PUMJAE IK THE SMGHGOA TO AAKIPUR RESLON
TOLSR THAY THE TAKEOYER WAS GREETED THEOUGHOUT WIS TRAVELS BY

A SENIE OF RELIEF Or THE FROPLE, HOWEVER, HE WAS QUICK TQ AbD
THAT 1T WAS WIGELY BELIEYED THAT GERERAL ITA WAS ACTING ON
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BHUTTO' S OROERS. HE ADDED THAT THIS WAS PRIMARILY SECAUSE MOST
PEOFLE CONSIDERED ZIIA “BHUTTO" S HAN" CITING THE AAHMY' S FAILLURE
TO ACT EARLIER AS SUFFICIENT PROOF. HE SATED THAT THIS WAS ALSO
HIS PERSONAL BELLIEF BUT HE HIMSELF WAS VERY MUCH IMPRESSED BY
GENERAL IIA=5 SPEECH TO THE MATIOM IN WHICH ZIA SPECIFICALLY
DEMIED THE ALLEGATIONM. SOURCE AGREED WITH ILA-5 COMMENT THAT SUCH
A CONSPIRACY COULD NOT BE CONCEALED FOR LONG. THIS ARGUMENT
APPEARED TO BE STAGKG ENOUGH TO COMVINCE HIM TO TAKE LIA AT

HIS WORD AT LEAST AT THE OQUTSET OF MIS RULE.
2. L& AN ARMY CAPTALN WHO BRIEFLY VISITED RESIDENCE

COMMERTED THAT THE TAKEOVER WAS A BIG MISTAKE AND THAT THE ARMY

WOULD REGRET [T, HE FELY THAT THE COUNTRY WAS IN FOR TROUBLED

TIMES WITH THE ECONOMY IM DIRE TROUBLE AND WIDESPREAD FLOODS

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY EXPECTED SOON. HE ADDED THAT THE ARNMY

WOULD OE BLAMED FOR THE RESULTING TURMOIL AND BHUTTO WOULP THEN

BE ABLE TO ARETURN AS A "SAVIOUR™.

3. (€7 OTHERS WHO ARE WARY OF BHUTTO'S HIDOGEM ROLE IN THE TAKE-

OVER CITE THE FACT THT THE COUP TOOK PLACE SO EASILY AS EVIDENCE

OF GOVERNMENTAL COMPLICITY, CITING PREVIOUS MARTIAL LAW DECLAR-

ATIONS THEY ASK WHY THE ARMYT WAS HOT VISIBLE. THEY SAY THERE MERE L
NO ARMY UNMITS IM THE STREETS AMD NO CURFEW WAS IMPOSED. THEY SEE

THIS A3 AM INDICATION THAT THE BHUTTO GOVERNMENT WAS WORKING WILTH

THE ARMY, HOWEVER, THESE SENTIMENTS SEEM TO BE FADING AS ZIA IS
RAPLOLY ESTABLISHING FIRM CONTROL AND HE HIMSELF I5 BECOMING A

VERY YISIBLE LEADER, ;

. Le&F MILITARY OFFICERS WHO ARE ATTENDING DiFLOMATIC FUNCTLONS

ARE OUTSPOKEMLY IN FAVOR OF IIA"S5 TAKEOVER AND APPEAR SINCERELY
ARELIEYED THAT THE POLITICAL TROUBLES MAVE ENDED. IT [S RECOGNIIED
THAT THEY ARE SPEAKING THE OFFICIAL LINE BUT AT THE SAME TIME IT
APPEMS THAT THEY DO BELLEVE 17,

S5. (L SEVERAL PARISTAMIS - BOTH CIVILIAN AWD HILITARY - HAVE
EXPRESSED THEIR POUBTS THAT AN ELECTIOM CAN TAKE FLACE IN OCTOBER

AS HOPED. THE OFFICIAL LIME IS THAT IT CAN AND WHILE MANY FEEL

THAT A SINCERE EFFORT WILL BE MADE TO HOLD ELECTIONS AS STATED

OOUBT I35 OFTEN HEARD THAY THE POLLITICAL CLIMATE AND THE

TROUBLESOME POLITICIAMS WILL SOMEHOMW MAKE SCHEDULED

ELECTIONS ImMPOSSIBLE, SOME SAY ELECTIONS ARE AS LONG AS A TEAR

AM AT, ——
COMMENT: £€77 THE GENERAL CONSENSUS REMAINS THAT OF ACCEPTANCE

OF THE MILITARY TAKEOVER AMD RELLIEF THAT THE CRIS[S IS OQVER, 1
SENIOR MILITARY OFFICIALS APPEAR TO BE SUPPORTING THE TAKE-QVER ;
BUT IT IS UNKNOWH HOW MIDOLE-LEVEL AND JUNIOR MILITARY QFFICERS

vIEW THE DECISION. M FEELS THAT THE OPIKIONS EXFRESSED BY 8 |
THE CAPTAIN CITED ABOVE MAY MOT BE REPRESENTATIVE BUT FELT THENM VP
WORTHY OF REFORTING SINCE FOR SOME TIME THRERE HAYE BEEN REPORTS OF

DI SSATI SFACTION AMORG JUNIOR OFFICERS WITH HIGHER HILITARY

LEADERS, THE FEELING THAT TIA COULD BE ACTING ON BHUTTD'S :
OROEXS 19 NOT SURPR] SING IN THE COMNTEXT OF PAK[ STAN] PUBLIC

(OPINION WHICH USUALLY VIEWS POLITICAL ACTIONS AS COMPLEX #KD |
FULL OF COMSPIRACLES AND CQUNTER -CONSPIRALIES, Soi=TToE¢ti— !
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