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SUMHARY:  TSAMEARYOE-GOUTIIERN AIR BASE WAS REPORTEDLY
USED IN THE MID-EIGITIES AS AN OPERATIONS AND
[MTERROGATION CENTER FOR THE D-2. B0ODIES WERE REMOVED
BY ATRCRAFT AND DURIED OH TIE BASE AFTER IMSURGENTS WEERE
TORTURED AND KILLLED DURING INTERROGATION.

1984 AND 1984. REPORTEDLY, DURIMG THIS PERIOD OF TIHE,
RETALHULEU WAS USED AS THE CENTEE OF THE SOUTIWEST
THEATER OF OPERATIONS FOR THE GUATEHALAN ARHY. TUFR
COMHANDER OF THIS THEATER OF OPEEATIONS DURIMNG THIS TIHE
HAS FORMER HINISTER OF DEFEMSE (MOD) GENERAL HECTOR
ALEJANDED {{GRAMAJD) )} HORALES.

EEHTER AMND !'LE AN IIHEF.RWATI\‘.'H CENTEE BY THE D-2. SHALL
BUILDINGS ON THE BASE TIHAT HAVE SINCE BEEMN DESTROYED
WERE USED AS HOLDIMG CELLS AMD INTERROGATION ROOMS FOR .
CAPTURED IMSURGENTS, AND SUSPECTED -COLLABORATORS WITH THE -
INSURGENTS. THERE WERE PITS DUG OM THE FERIMETER OF TIE
BASE, WOW FILLED VITH CONCRETE, THAT WERE ONCE FILLED
WITH WATER AND USED 7O NOLD PRISOWERS. REPORTEDLY,

TUERE WERE CAGES OVER THE PITS AND THE VATER LEVEL HAS
SUCH THAT THE INDIVIDUALS HELD WITHIN THEM WERE FORCED

TO HOLD OGN TC THE BARS IN ORDER TO FEEP THEIR HEADS
ABOVE WATER AND AVOID DROMHIMG.

3. EGANEAAY ONE TECHNIQUE ﬂsan.m
TO REHOVE INSURGENTS THAT HAD BEEN EILLED

INTERROGATION, AND AT TIMES, TIHAT WERE STILL ALIVE BUT
NEEDED TO DISAPPEAR WAS TO THROW THEH OUT OF AIRCRAFT
OVER THE OCEAH. [IAI-201 ARAVA'S WERE NOBMALLY PAREED AT
THE SOUTH END OF THE RUMWAY AFTER HIDNIGHT, MANNED ONLY
BY A MLOT AND CO-PILOT. D-2 PERSOMNEL WOULD DRIVE
BOUND PRISONERS AND RODIES OUT TO THE WAITIMNG ATRCRAFT
AND LOAD THEH ABOARD. - THE PILOTS WERE INSTRUCTED TO FLY
30 HINUTES OFF TIIE COAST OF GUATEMALA AND THEN PUSH THE
PRISONERS AND BODIES OUT OF THUE AIRCRAFT. TH THIS WAY,
THE D-2 HAS ABLE TO REHOVE THE HAJORITY OF THE EVIDENCE
SHOWTNG THAT THE PRISONERS HAD BEEM TORTURRDR AND KILLED.

WITHIN THE [AST TWO YEARS, AM OFFICER
T QUTHERN AIR BASE HAD ATTEHPTED TO INPROVE THUE
QUALITY OF LIFE AT TIIE BASE FOR THE TROOPS BY ALLOWING

-GhGRETF——
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THES TO GROW THEIR OWN VEGETABLES IN PLOTS OF LAND OM
THE BASE. TIE OFFICER IAS DEMIED PERHISSION TO ALLOW
THE SOLDIERS TO CULTIVATE THE IDENTIFIED PLOTS OF LAND
BY TIE BASE COMMANDER ON SEVERAL OCCASI[ONS. REPORTEDLY,
A SENIOR SPECIALIST HAD TAKEN THE OFFICER ASIDE AND 11AD
[NFORMED HIM TiAT HE WOULD BE BETTER OFF TG DROP THE
REQUEST, BECAUSE THE LOCATIONS HE HAD WANTED TO
CULTIVATE WERE BURIAL SITES TIAT HAD SEEN USED BY THE
0-2 DURING THE HID-ELGITIES WIEN fETALIULEY HAS AN
OPERATIONAL CEMIER FOR THE ARMY.

e ————
COHHENTS:  ¢674F)- SN 7icsc TvPes OF
ACTIVITIES CEASED IN GUATE
HALA SEVERAL YEARS AGO AFTER
[NCREASED [NTERMATIONAL PRESSURE ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS

ABUSES SURFACED. THE ARHY 15 HMORE SENSITIZIED TO [LLEGAL.

ACTIVITIES OF THIS NATURE TODAY THAMN THWEY WERE (H TIIE
PAST.
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