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SUBJECT:

PHUM, SNAR, KVPR, PINS, CO
NARCOS ARRESTED FOR LA HORQUETA PARAMILITARY MASSACRE

REF: A) 97 BOGOTA 11332 B) 97 BOGOTA 11372

CLASSIFIED BY POLOFF MICHAEL J. FITZPATRICK. REASONS 1.5(B&D).

PARAMILITARIES DID IT

2. (U) 1IN A RARE CASE OF SWIFT JUSTICE, COLOMBIAN PROSECUTORS
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HAVE ARRESTED THE PERSONS BELIEVED RESPONSIBLE FOR THE NOVEMBER
21 MASSACRE OF 14 PEASANTS IN LA HORQUETA, CUNDINAMARCA
DEPARTMENT, 60 MILES SOUTH-WEST OF BOGOTA (REF A).
PARAMILITARIES HAD BEEN BELIEVED RESPONSIBLE FOR THE KILLINGS
EVER SINCE SURVIVORS IDENTIFIED THE ONE ATTACKER (OUT OF 15) TO
DIE IN THE ATTACK AS A TALL BLACK MAN WHO SPOKE WITH A CARIBBEAN

|COASTAL ACCENT. THE LA HORQUETA INCIDENT WAS ONE OF THE STRAWS

THAT BROKE THE PROVERBIAL CAMEL'S BACK AND LED TO PRESIDENT
SAMPER'S DECEMBER 1 "DECLARATION OF WAR" AGAINST PARAMILITARIES
(REF B).

3. (U) UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE FISCALIA’S HUMAN RIGHTS UNIT,
A CTI TEAM OF JUDICIAL POLICE ARRESTED HERNANDO MONTOYA MONTOYA
AT HIS LAVISH NORTH BOGOTA HOME ON JANUARY 22. ALONG WITH

MONTOYA, THREE OF HIS KEY AIDES WERE ALSO ARRESTED; THE FQUR HAVE

. BEEN CHARGED WITH HOMICIDE AND THE FORMATION OF AN ILLEGAL

PARAMILITARY GROUP.

-.. WHILE IN THE EMPLOY OF NARCOS
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* || MONT . MONTOYA HE EXPLAINED HAS MADE A RATHER LARGE FORTUNE ELLTJ:S(fi;

IN RECENT YEARS FROM NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING. LIKE ANY PROVINCIAL
BOY MADE GOOD, MONTOYA USED HIS NEW-FOUND WEALTH TO BUY THE
TYPICAL COLOMBIAN TRAPPINGS OF LEGITIMACY -- CATTLE RANCHES AND
HACIENDAS. 1IN THIS CASE, MONTOYA BOUGHT HUGE TRACTS OF LAND AND
BUILT A FABULOUSLY GAUDY HACIENDA IN THE TOCAIMA AREA OF SOUTHERN
CUNDINAMARCA -- AN AREA OF STRONG AND HISTORICAL FARC PRESENCE
AND LEFTIST SENTIMENT. HIS OSTENTATIOUSNESS MADE MONTOYA A READY
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TARGET FOR GUERRILLA EXTORTION EFFORTS. LAST AUGUST, HOWEVER, HE
APPARENTLY DECIDED NOT ONLY NOT TO PAY ANY MORE, RUT TO FIGHT
BACK. THE NOVEMBER MASSACRE WAS MONTOYA'’S ACT OF RETALIATION
AGAINST THE FARC’S LOCAL SPIES AND SUPPORTERS.

5. (C) THE FISCAL EXPLAINED THAT THE INVESTIGATION HAD BEEN
JUMP-STARTED BY A STROKE OF LUCK. INVESTIGATORS FOUND IDENTITY
PAPERS IN THE POCKETS OF THE DEAD PARAMILITARY, IDENTIFYING HIM
AS LUIS CARLOS MERCADO GUTIERREZ. THE POLICE QUICKLY DETERMINED
THAT HE WAS NOT A LOCAL, BUT WAS INSTEAD FROM SAN JUAN DE URABA,
ANTIOQUIA, IN THRE CONFLICTIVE URABA REGION HUNDREDS OF MILES

" |AWAY. A FURTHER CHECK DETERMINED HIS OCCUPATION: PRESIDENT OF . .
- |THE LA. PATMA "CONVIVIR" IN SAN JUAN DE URABA. MERCADO, IT TURNED
+ |[OUT, HAD FIRST COME TO LA HORQUETA IN SEPTEMBER, OFFICIALLY TO
WORK AS ADMINISTRATOR ON ONE OF MONTOYA’S RANCHES. IN REALITY,
MERCADO WAS TO COLLECT INTELLIGENCE ON THE LOCAL POPULATION.
AMONGST THE PAPERS ALSO FOUND ON MERCADO'S BODY: A HIT LIST
CONTAINING THE NAMES OF MOST OF THE PERSONS KILLED IN THE
MASSACRE. FISCALES SAY THEY WILL ALSO NOW TRY TO BUILD A CASE OF
"ILLEGAL ENRICHMENT" (I.E., ILL-GOTTEN GAINS FROM
NARCOTRAFFICKING) AGAINST MONTOYA AND HIS OPERATIVES, AS WELL.
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