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1. (U) IN TWO SEPARATE INCIDENTS ON JANUARY 7, COLOMBIAN FORCES

DEALT BLOWS TO THE PARAMILITARY AUTODEFENSAS CAMPESINAS DE -
. CORDOBA Y URABA (ACCU) OPERATING IN THE URABA REGION OF NORTHWEST
" COLOMBIA. IN THE FIRST INCIDENT, TWO PARAMILITARIES WERE KILLED

BY MEMBERS OF THE ARMY'’S 17TH BRIGADE IN A CONFRONTATION NEAR

UNGUIA, IN CHOCO DEPARTMENT. AFTER AN HOUR-LONG FIRE FIGHT THE
PARAMILITARIES RETREATED DOWN THE BEACH, BUT TOOK TWENTY

HOSTAGES, INCLUDING THE PARISH PRIEST, AS HUMAN SHIELDS. THE

HOSTAGES WERE RELEASED A SHORT TIME LATER WHEN THE PARAS REACHED
SAFETY. IN THE SECOND INCIDENT, POLICE CAPTURED TWO

PARAMILITARIES IN THE VILLAGE OF ITUANGO IN NORTHERN ANTIOQUIA DEPARTME
NT,

AFTER THEIR VEHICLE WAS FIRED UPON DURING A ROUTINE PATROL. DURING THE

FIRE FIGHT, JOSE GONZALO ‘SANCHEZ, ALLEGEDLY COMMANDER OF THE ACCU
"MINERS BLOCK, " WAS WOUNDED IN THE LEG.

2. (C) COMMENT. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE 17TH

BRIGADE CONFRONTATION TOOK PLACE ONLY ABOUT A WEEK AFTER THE

DEPARTURE OF THE BRIGADE'S COMMANDER, BRIG. GEN. RITO ALEJC DEL

RIO, WHO WAS LONG-ALLEGED TO BE NOT UNFRIENDLY TOWARD
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PARAMILITARIES. HIS OWN FORMER DEPUTY, COL. CARLOS ALFONSO
VELASQUEZ, WAS RETIRED FROM THE ARMY UNDER A CLOUD IN JANUARY
1997 FOR PRIVATELY CRITICIZING DEL RIO’S REFUSAL TO COMEBAT THE

* PARAMILITARIES HEADQUARTERED IN THE REGION. ALTHOUGH THE ARMY

" HAS CLAIMED FOR SOME TIME THAT THE 17TH BRIGADE HAS MOVED AGAINST
THE PARAMILITARIES, WE ARE UNAWARE OF ANY OTHER SUCH ENCOUNTERS
THAT HAVE BEEN PUBLICLY CONFIRMED. THESE TWO INCIDENTS TAKEN
TOGETHER MAY SIGNAL THAT SOME IN THE GOC ARE TAKING A TOUGHER
STAND AGAINST SELF-DEFENSE GROUPS. NO DOUBT RECENT PARAMILITARY

" ACTIVITY IN THE REGION (REFTELS) HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE GOC’S
HEIGHTENED SENSITIVITY. END COMMENT. GARZA
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