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PREFACE

wlpogen The Military Intelligeoce Summary {MIS), published in eight
volumes, is a symopsie of military Iintelligence worldwide. Intended to
serve as 3 ready refereace, the MIS presemts 3 compllation of
irtelligence on those forces which contribute to the wilitary security
of each country, and on the policical and economic factors mffecting the
coumtry’s military capability. Published semiannuzlly, the MIS serves
to update Information in other DIA publications.

{U) Unless aortherwise indicated, the informacion in Volumes IV and
VIIT f{s that available in DIA as of 1 April and 1 October. The data
cutoff date for the ather volumes is | January and 1 July,

(U Information summarizzd Iin the MIS is available in detail in
numerous DIA publications. A list of related publications, both com-
pleted and scheduled, is published in the Register of Intelligence
Publications {DDS-2600-37-79) - and the Defense Intelligence Froduction
Schedule (DDOM=2600—35%A=70), The Intelligence Users Guide {DDP-2G00-
197-79) explains hov to ebtain finished intelligence products and
services from DIA.

(U} Addressees are regquested to forward information which will
supplemant or correct this wolume. Questions and comments should
be roferred In writing to the Defense Intelligence Agency (ATTH:
DB=3E), Kashington, D. C. Z20301.
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GUATEHALA

1. (owororr Policical-Milicery Situation: Guatemala is a republic
with a popularly elected President and legislature. The military are a
pervasive part’ of the system of government, both national and local.
The current level of military influence Ir considered high and is
expecteéd to comtinue at this level for the foreseeable [uwture. The
current FPresident, Hajor General Fernando Romeo Lucas Carcia, was
{navgurated on 1 July 1978 for a &4-year tem. The two rétired military
afficers who opposed him in the. €lection appear to have stepped down
from tha politfenl scene, thereby removing a potentisl eause of fac-
tionaliza in the wmilitary officer corps and facilitacing leyalty to
Lucas among military officers.

{ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?ﬂnﬂ+- President Lucas’ record to date has not becn impressive.
His sdministration has made few policy inmovations, and much eof its
energy appears to have beem gpent In bureauwcratic jockeying and putting
out filres. TIts performance, thus far, places it well within the
congervative wmold eof its predecessor. Lucas himgelf has not shown

forceful leadership, and the level of competence of his Cablnet appears
weak .

(Crttorort  The Lucars government, early in Its term, served notice
that Lt would not tolerate demonstrations lacking prior suthorization.
This sect the stage for clashes with labor and other. leftist opposicion
organlzations which had grown eaoboldened during  the wmoere permisaive
years af - ex-President Laugerud. An October 1978 Qncident exposed the
urban problem. Bepinaing as a protest over announcements of a 3-cent
increase -In bus fare (from 5 to 10 cents), the event wae soon followed
by -widespwead strikes amd labor unrest. The protest, fueled at times by
lefeigt students and politicel and union groups, degenergted inte
rioting.  Lucas finally reaéted to heavy critficiem ‘from various sectors,
which backed his caapaign, by orderiog the police to move with firsness
sgainst strikers and protestors to bring the 9 days of violence under
control. Had ‘the disorders continued, they wauld have posed a serlous
threat to the Lucas govermment s .continusnce In power. The milicary
stood back sand allowed Lucas ta deal with the problem using the National
Police. The rioting was curbed, but bus fare has renmained at flve
cents.

oGl  HWuman rights coutinue to suffor from the Goverrment' s
ingbiliry to deal effectively with high levels of violence. During the
perliod Lucas has been Lo offlee, there have been reports of a revival of
an sutlerimingl “death sguad.” Some of the recent murders and mysbo—
cious disappearances have been attributed €o such a group, possibly
acting behind the focade of a "Secret Anti-Communist Army." Vielont
acts sgainet political and labor personalitictes have inceresed since the
October 1978 crisls. Covarnoent actlons in dealing with that isswve
resulted in the dismantling of most public gRector laber groups.

| I Getober 1979
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GUATEHALA

Artention mow ecems Co foeus on privete sector laber groups, with
violence directed at unfon leaders.

ColiaPostt™ In the area of political righes, the ficst new political
parties in 10 years lhawve been cercified durlng che firsc year of Lucas’
sdministecation. A total of 18 new parties had f1iled applications,
and as of September 1979, 4 had been certified, Including 1 lettist
party, the FUR {(Frente de Unidad Revoluciopario-—-United HRevolutlomary
Froat . The leader of chis party and former Mayor of Guatemala Clty,

‘Hanuel Colom Argueta, was murdered in March 1379, several days after his
-party had attained ecertificsticon. This and the murder of Soclal

Democratic leader and former Foreign Mimister, Alberte Fuentes Mohr, 2
months earlier, 1z = setback to the movement to open the policical doors
for wider cholces and more open elections. Army Chilef of Staff, Major
General David Cancinos Barriog, vhe was gcheduled to be elevated to the
position of Hinister of Defense on 1 July 1979, and considered by many
as President Lucas” cholce as swccessor to the Presidency, was assas—
sinated en 10 June 1979.

(@irabapwr~ Some of the fssues which the TLucas government must
sddress are: inflationary pressures on the poor {(12=14 percent per yesar
for the past & years), growicg lsbor militancy, and lefe- and right=wing

vioclence, aimed at Bﬂﬂiﬁetﬂnnmic redress and Latimidacion of political
nppnneutsi ;

CHHemOrNT The mid-1976 resurgence of extreme left terrorist
activities continued Inte 1979, but most lelt terrorist acts durding the
first 9 wmonths of the year cccurred away from.the capital city.
The Guatemalan Army of the Poor (EGP) has becn the most active group,
and 1ts terror. actions have been largely in the northern portions of
Huebwetenango -and CQuiché Departments. ECP propagands activities have
aleo occurred along the Pacific coastal region and in the capltal city.
Terrorist acte have run the broad spectrum from ghort temm sefzure and
rropagandizing of rmall towvns to surders and kidnappinge. Ome of che
more bizarre Inéldents was the April 1979 EGP takeover of the towh of
San Miguel de Uspantan in gentral Quiché Department, where town peocple
were coerced inte attendlrg propaganda lectures in the town's central
plaza. Thi= action followed the Januvary 1979 seizure of Hebaj inm
wegt=central Quiché Department. Witnesses o both of these incidents
claimed that Guatemalan Indlang were amonp the EGEF proup.

gy efefd Since January 1977, the Guatemalan Army has conducted
counterinsurgency operations In norchern Qulché Department and  the
Ixcan River -area but has been unable te exert any tecal pressure of
achieve a decisive action, partially due to the reéemotengss of these

areas and the rugged nature of the terrain. Other extreme leftist
.
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DUATEMALA

terrorigt . proups, the radical dissident group of the Communist Farty
{(PGT) 'and the Rebel Ammed Forces {(FAR), have been active In prapa-
ganda activity but have taken credit for only a few terrorist acts.

HAerORITT™  Traditiomally, good feelinge toward the Unilted States
soured among the military in 1975 when the US did not gell C-47 airevaft
to Guatemala. Helstions worsened in March §977 when it became knowm
that the US Secretary of S5State’s report to the US Comgress on huan
rights eriticized Custemala for past abuses., Conclidering this to be
strictly an Internal affairs lesue, the Guatemalan Government responded
by rejecting all U5 military aid and z2ll sales of military equipment
that are conditional on the 1issue of human rights. Llate in 1977, the
Cuatemalan Goverrment attempted ta purchase F-5 afrcraft from the US.
After some delay, the reguest was denled. Inm late 1978, Guatemals
expressed an Interest in purchasing the T=34 aircraft from the U5 to
sapport the alr Foree pilot training program which began in February
197%, They were provided with prieing data but chose to purchase a
similar sircraft (Pilatus PC=7) from Swuitzerland, This decision was
based on three [actors: fear that the US would not sell T-34s to
Guatemals, thereby subjecting their pride to another US refusal; the
Swiss «offer of prompt delivery and good terms; and assurance by the
Sviss [hat the zircraft would be delivered with hard points on which
armament can be mounted for wuse in gunnery ctraining of anev pilots.

(fharoray . Toward the end of the Laugeruwd administration, Guatemala
requested to resume  participation in the Intermational Militsry Educe—
tion and Traiming (IMET) pregram. This request was recelved too late
for consideration In the FY 79 IMET program but was included in FY £0
legislation for the amount of 5250,000. 1In late March 1979, the
Custemalan Goverament was iaformed through the. locel press that the
House of Bepreésentatives had deleted 'GCuatemala from IMET because of Its
human rights record uvnder the Lucas adelalstratieon, Thie drew strong
reactions from CGuatemalan Govermment officingls including sugpgestions
that the US Military Group might be asked to leave the country. The
Guatemalan Government ‘awaiets official word of the ‘status of -IMET and
this will not he forthcoming until asfter the US Senate acts on the
kill. Nevertheless, the House action on.IMET for Cuatemala 1s expected
to result in further cooling of US-Guatemslan military relations and
sigmale to them a compelling need to contCinue Cheir search for other
gources of arme, equipment, and treini~p to waiotain and modernize their
military foree.

FHMETOTN) A major item of Guatemalan national pregccupation
i the future status of neighboaring Belize (formerly British Honduras),
a United Eingdom dependency. Guatemala elaims sovereignty over Belize
based on territorial exploration by Christopher Columbus and oo Sponish
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CUATE.JALA

colonial government jurisdietion. UK claime are besed on the establish-
oent of & colony in 1638 by shipurecked British sallors. The Britich
sould like to grant Iindependence to Belize but fear that If they did,
Guatemala would invade Belize apd annex the territory.

(itpsaati+ Relations with the UX have been sporadically tenmse far
wany yearss In June 1977, cercaln inflammatory statecents by Guatemalan
olficials, coupled with Guatemala’s expressions of anger caused by
Barbados” seirure of & shipoment of 5.56-om ammuniclon destined for
Guatemala, resulted in the British making & large increase in the Belire
garrisonm. Guatemala responded by making preparations for a conflict.
In early July 1977, the situstion was wvery tense, but an apparently
productive round of negotlations managed to relax teneions. It appears
that Guatemala would accept, in principle, the existence of an ipdepend-
ent Belize, provided Guatesala were ceded some territory. Stateaeénts
have been made by several Guatemalan Govermment officisls, since early
in 1978, that would dindicate =a relativaly small ceesion of land  in
southern Belize would be acceptable to Guatemale. The Lucas Bdmini-
stration"s stance on the issue {s similar to that of the Laugerud
government’ s—recognition that totsl recovery af Belize (s impossible
and willingness to gettle for a2 small territorial econcession. WNeverthe-
less, the Lucas government does nol seem to be snxious to sacrifice the
coontry” s historical claim just ¢o put the issue to rest. The [uture
of negotiations 1 wncercain, but indications are cthat the Gustesalan
Covernment senses 1t has more te gain by employlng the tactlic of delay
then displaying an active interest in resolving the ilesue.

(SippBarT) Another precccupation is fear that the Cuban swpported
Sandinista suceess in Bicaragua and the potentially explosive sitvatien
f{n El Salvador will lead Lo intepgified internal security problems faor
Guatemsla. President Luces has met with the Presgidents of E1l Salvador
and Honduras to discuss the situvacion and has decided te provide econom—
ic afd in an effort to help rebuild Nicaragna’ s local businesses and
middle clase. It iz hoped that these spectors will have s moderating
effect on the direction of the Sandinista geoverment, thus ainumizing
the international ramificatiors of the Wicaraguvan's revolutlonsry zeal.
The sliteation in El Salvador is more complex. The OSuatemalans are
willing to support any anti=Communist regime. However, the current El
Salvadoran regime i percelved as being beyond help, and the Guatemalans
are unsure exectly how to help prevent Lefrist elements from selizing
contr~l.

{~hdierPemre  Cuatemala®s Armed Forces are capable of defending the
country against invacion by any of its Central American nefighbore. Thoy
could conduct successful mmall=-scale operations agaimst E1 Salvador,
Honduras, or—-—provided British elements were not prescnt--Belize. The
Guatemalon Army oappeare to be making a concerted elfort to veplace much
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GUATEHALA

of ite obsolete equipment with new erme, purchazed malnly from Belgfum,
Isreel, Portugml, South Kores, and France. This seems Co be part of s
prograe to update its- forces; be as well, 1if not better, armed as its
Centcal Axerican neighbore; and be prepared for actlon, 1f necessary,
against Balize., The arms are belng obtalned frem non-U3 sources bhecadee
of Hachingten's past reluctance to supply Guatemals with the military
assistance desired, and the preseet US poliecy of making aid dependent
upon respect for human rights. Hevertheless, the US is honering past
commirments for miiitary supplies by providing Guatemala with limited
quantities of 35.56-mm smmuniticn, and algo. delivering a large shipment
of vehicles to Cuatemala in mid-1977.

CaMoRgaME The CGuatemalan Armed Forces are veakened by a top—heavy
setnior officer corpe, absence of a careor program for HCOs, and much
obgolete equipsent. Traditionally dependent wvwpom the U5 for arams,
Guatenala has been seeking mew sources. Thus far, sajor items purchased
from non=-U3 sourceg are Galil rifles, RBY arcored. cars, field
kitchens—==all from Israel; J.56-mn ammwnition--Portugal, South FKortea,
SBelgium, and Isracl; and Pilatus PFC-7 aircraft—Suwitzerland. They are
presently interested in acquiring 105-om howitzers, air defense arcil-
lery, mortars, arwored care, navel patrol creaft, cransport aircraft, and
fighter/interceptor aircraft. Interest Iin acquiring nev equlipoeént is

not so much to improve capablility for actlons agalnet Belize ae to
update Guatemala"s milicary Eorce.

2. (U) Officials:

Fregldent: HMaj Gen Fernanco Bomeo Lucas Garclsa, Army

Minister of Foreign Eelations: Rafael Castillo Valdex

Minister of Mational Defense: Maj Gen Qtto Cuillermo Speigeler Horlegs,
Army .

Avmy: - Chief of Staff, Brig Cen Angel Anibal Guevara Rodriguez

Havy: Compander, Col Marle Enrique Falz Balancs

AMr. Force: Commander, Col Carlos A. Morales Villatoro

Mational Police: Direckor General, Col German Chupina Barahona

3. (U} Hilicacy Budgec: $78,278,000 ls the approved military budpget
for fiscal vear ending 31 December 1979%9; this is 7.41% of the central
government budget and 1.1%¥ of the estimated GWP. No service allocation
iz available. Dollar wvalue cooverted from queotzales at the exchange
rate of one quetzal equals US 51.00.

4. (U) Population: &,BL17,000 as of | July 1979

Males (ages 15-49): 1,574,000; phyeically fic, 1,025,000; 74,000 reach
military age (L8) annually

Ethraic Divisions: &1.4% Indian, 58.6X Ladino®

Literacy: About 30X
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5. kel Army: . _

Personnel Strength: 14,000 (1,100 officers, 1,730 NCOs, 7,760 privates.
2,B40 specialists, and 570 students and cadets].

Regerve: 35,000 pemitrained.

Hajor Unics: 5 brigades (] infantry battallon each), L0 ceparacte bat-
talions {4 Infantry, ! sirborne infantry, 1 military police, .| engl-
neer, | tralning, 1 transportation; and 1 Presidential Guard Bat-
talion) . In addition, a 400-men tactical proup s stetiomed at La
Auroara Alr Base for afirport securitv.

Major Equipment: 12 105=-mm howitzers, 12 V5aom pack howitzers, |2
106.7=mm {4.2-inch) wmortars, 5 M113 and 5 M113Al eimored personnel
carriers, 10 EBY Mk. | armored personnel carriers (lIsrsel), 15 MB
armored cars, and 7 Cadillac¢ Gape V=100 armored cars. In additlon,
there are 1tems 1in the inventory vhich are of questionable combat
effectiveness because of age, including & MIAl armored care vhich are
of World War II wvintage and 7 World War 11 M3 light tanks considered
o obsolete as td be useless. The Army 15 currently working on the WS

armored cars, ipcluding installing new engines to wmake them wmere
effective.

6. 4B Navy:

Personnel fcrength: 455 (40 general service officer, 3 Marine offlicers,
205 pencral service enlisted, and 205 enlisted Marines).

Regerve : Nooe

Ships: 1 fast patrel crafe (PCF) (3l-meter), 10 patrel boats (PB)} (2
25.9-meter, 5 19.8-meter, ) 19.2-meter, 2-12,2-meter), 2 river/
roadstead patrol boats (PBR) {(ll-meter), 1l mediunm landing craft
{LCH), 1 miscellanecus auxiliary (AC).**

Unite: The Havy 1& = small patrol force, with 2 naval baseg (1 on the
Caribbean and 1 on the Paci{flc Coast) and 1 Harine company of S

platoons (4 platoons on the Caribbesn; 1 platoor on the Pecific
Coast) .

7. = air Foree:

Pecgonnel - Strength: 470 {65 officers, 605 onlisted), Ancluding 60
pilots .

Reserve: MNone - : -

Units: Four squadrons (1 fighter, L transport, 1 helicopter, and
L mpintenance),

* Wegternized Indian, mestizo, and vhite.

*t In additioen, two 8,5%weter riverfroadstead patrol beats are out

of the water and apparently not galvageable.
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Adrerafe: 64 total: 12 jete (1O -A-378 fighters, 2 AT-33 trainore);
12 turboeprops (tralners—-2 Piletus PC=7e; tronsports——9 Araves, |
C=12 Super King AfLr); 27 prop (13 transports--. DC-6%, 1% C-478); 4
utility-=-3 Cessna 2068, | Cessna 180; 10 trainers—% Cessta 1726 and &
T-&1c)}; -13 helicopters (utfliry——£ UR-1Hs, 3 Alouette IIIs. 2 Lamas).®

H. <% Parawmilicary:

Hone. {The Civil Police comsisr of two distinet forces, both sub-
grdinate ta the Minlster of Covermment.)

Fersomnel Strength: Mational Folice - 5,570; Treasury Police - 1,058.

G.: . (U) EKey US Officinls: (all in Guatemsla City cxcept as Iindlicated)
Chief of Miszicon: Anbassador Frank ¥. Qrtis, Jr.

Deputy Chief of Mission: Melvin E. Simm

Chief, AID Mission: Eliseoc Carrasco

Defense Attaché and Army Attaché: Col Edward N. Fletchar

Haval Attaché (Mexico City): Capt Thomas M. Murdoech

Afr Attaché (Tegucigalpa): Cal Wiliiem E. Miller

Milicary Grouwp Commander and Chief Army Section: Col Donald EB. Ley
Chief, Afir Force Section: Lt Col Hicholae-A. Schillen; Jr-

Joint Logistics Officer: Maj Michael L. Brown

10. {0} Foreign HMilitary Presence:
Ieracli Military Advigers: 2 (1 pllot and 1 maintenance reprasentative

‘masieting the Guatémalsn Alr Foree with operations and maintenance of
. Ahrave gircraft).

# Four addictional Pilacus PC=7 gircraft purchased [rom Swiss to be
delfvered 1in 1979,

! {Reverse Alank)
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