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¥I1. APPARENT FAILURE

At 0545 hours on the moraing of 16 August 1233, Radlo
Tehran came on the air with a epecial government communique
covering the go-called abartire coup of the pight just end-
ing, und by 0600 hours Mossadeq wae maeting with his cabinet
to recelve reports on the siltuation and to take steps to
styengthen the sacurity forces at government bulldings and
other vital points., Again at 0730 lLours the communlgue was
breardengt ., |

Station personnel had passed an anxious, sleepless
night in theiy office. PFrom the fast that certadn actions
provided for in tlie military plan Talled to materdalime-—
ro jeep with vradio arcivad at the compound, and the: tele-
phone system continued to function--it wim abviods that
sometbing-—or eveiything-—had gone wrong, Al 8500. hours,
a5 S00n a5 the curfew was lifted, Carroll taureﬂ-ihaftnwn
und reporfed there was a concentration of tauks &nd tYoops
around Mdssadeq's house, and ather spourity forces o the
move. Then Colonel --called the office to say
that things had gone badly, sod tbat he, himself, was on
the xun toward the Embassy in gearch of refuge. AL U600
hougs he iﬁpﬂmred, gave 1 oumgary of the situnblen, which

was like that of the government communigue, and Wis rushed
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into hiding. The station wag now epddenly faced with the
task ef resculng the aperation from tatal Iallure, and
declsicns of gar~reaching effect were quickly taken. Tha
Firat need was to establish pontrot with Ardeshir Zahedl,
san of General Zahedi. At 0800 hours he sent word to the
atation of his whareabouts, &nd Roosevelt drova up to
ghimrsn-—-the summer razort section north of Tehran--to hear
that Ardeshir and his father felt tnat there WAL gtill hope
in the situation. It was 1pmediately decided that a strong
affort must be medo to convince the [ranian publlc that
Zzaliedi was the legal hend of the govarnment snd that Mossadeq
was the usurper who pad staged a cOUp. {it should be noted
that all action taken fyom this time on corresponded to the
hasis estlmate of the nperatinnui plan that the army would
rogpand to tho Shah 1f they were forced fto a cholos hﬁtwé@n
the ruler and Mossadeq.) This action was inktlated by em-
ploying atation communications facllities to relay o MESSAEER
to the Hew York Assocliated Press (AP} office stating that:
mifpof ficial raports ara current to the affact that loadors
sf the plot are srmed with two decraes of the Shah, cone
dismissing Mossaded apd the other appointing General Zahedl
to replace tiim." In arder to get an suthoritative state-
ment that could be distributed for lecal consumption; the

atation planned to gend General McClura, head of the Amerigan
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wilitary Wisslon, to soe the Bhah and esk him whether Lhe
alleged flrmins were valid, Later in the day it was ledrned
that the Shah had fled.

By 0930 hours the qity was calm, with shops opening
and people going abaut thelr normal buainess. However,
tanks, extra soldlevs, and police were atationed it Rey
points, ipeluding the royal palaces which were sesled off
from oqutalde qaﬁtant. ruwors began to airculate, The onsa
thot galned early attantion was te the offact that the
allaged coup had been Luspivad by the governpent in aordor
to plve Hossadeq an excusae te move agalnst the ghah. At
about thls tine Roosevell sent Gemeral MeClure to see General
pichi, Chief of Staff, to agk whather the US Hilltary Hiaslon
was still accredited to Hogsadeq oF to someona else, 48 the
Pmbassy had heard that an imperial firman had been lssued
naming Zahedl as Péimn Hinister, Riabl denled that the
firman had been "&uthentically‘ﬁignad" and stated that:
#Iran apd Lts paople are more important than tha Shab or
any particular Eﬂ?ﬁfﬂmﬂﬁﬁ;” and that the army was o f the
people and would support the pepple.” It was not until =
mumber of hours later that HeClure reported to hoosevell
on this meetling, and trom the time of tha meeting on, Mellure
soamnd disposed to B0 along ﬁith Riahli in the hope that Riahi

himsel? might eventually try to gwerthro¥ Kossadeq.
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1t wag pow well into the morning, after the paperd had
beien out for some tlme. Shajat, the gubstltute for the

priocipal Tudeh paper, Besuye Avandel, had been predictling

a goup eince 13 dugnst. It now stated that the plans for
the wlleged coup hid bosh made after & meeting hatwaen the
fhat mnd General gohwnrzkop! on 9 August, bt that Hossaded
pid been tipped off on the L4th. TE should be goted thet
‘the Todek zppeared to be at least as wall posted on the coup
wlane os the pevernmant--how 1s not known. The gtotion proln-
aipnl agent tedw off _ working on thelr
own and with singular ahrewdness, bad put out % apeclal
husadshest which docupented the aurrent rumar but twisbed 1t
ty read that the gllegﬁd.ﬁﬁuerHafaxrangeﬂ‘tn fores out the
Shek. The worning spsue of dellnt-i-Ma told this game StoTy,
while a first mention of the fliman naminy Zahedl was given
B an inmer page of the large cireuldtion dally Keyiian.

&t 1000 hours arnother oommonlaus added a few detalls
o the esrlier one. By thda"tﬁmﬁ«th@—Tudeh Party members,
grganized in spall grotps, werd naking gpeachos it many
parts of the ¢ity, whila peallaer groups of pro-Hesssdeag
pationallsts were rlsoe gut in the stpeets, Then a fresh
pymor made the rodnds: rhit a plot had existed but that,
when it had failed to matorialize, Hossideqg find staged o

fake goup. At 1100 hours twe correspondents of tha New
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York Times were taken to Shimran, by station mrfnngement,

to see Zahedl. Instead, they aaw}hia goi, Ardeshir; who
showed them the origlnal of the imperial Ffirmepn naming
Zahedi as Prime Hin}ater and gave them photostatle coples.
These photostats had bean made by Iranian particlpents in
the plan. Following téia mesting the station took charge
of the fitman, had its own photostats made, and kept the
original locked up Lo the station sife untll fipal victory.
At noon Radio Tehran put out a very brief statement signed
by Dr. Wohammed Mossadeq (without his title af Frime Minlster
being used) stating that: “According to the will of thF
peaple, expressed by referendum, the 17th Majlis is dimsalved.
Electicns for the 1Bth aession will be held goon." I was
this gtatement, togather with the following violently anti-
Shah pemarks of Fatemi and the undisgulsed and Ireely-preached
republican propaganda of the Tudeh Party, that wag instru-
metrtal in persuading the general public that Mossadeq was
on the varge of glirinating the monarechy.

At 1400 hours Minister of Forelgn Affairs Fatemi held
a press canferenca. He stated that for seme time past the
government had received reports from several sourees te the
effect that the Imperial Guards were planning & coup and,
henes, messuras were talen o ﬂﬂuntﬂfﬂﬁt'iﬂ? such aowp. He

then went on to review the incidents of the coup, as already
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gtatad by the governmant communiques. In reply to a gues-
tign, he saild that Atul Dhaszsem Awinl, Acting Minister of

Couit, bhad been srrested since it could not be consldered

that the cowrt was not a part of the conspirscy. He added
that his own views would he found in his editorial in

fatthtar Emruz: this editorial, as printed rud as rend ip

fnil, over Radio Tehran at 1730 hours, wWis 4 BAVARS, lenghhy,
mallcious attack wpor the Eliah and upon Reza Shah--2 mpan
ror whom the gemeral public stilld feols a large measure of
raspect and awe. [t way be sald that this gditorial did
a great deal to arpusg publie ressntment against the govern-~
ment of Hossaded.

During the afternoon the statlon was at work preparing
a public strtement from Ganeral Zahedl whieh was ‘prepared
with the direct advice of Ardeshir Zahedi, the Reshldizn
hrothers, #and colonel _ Wheti 1t was ready the’
agants were yagkle ta find a press in towty whigh was not
watohed by the government. Therefore, one of the Rashldlans
did ten ceples on & Persian typewriter. These were rushed
to Gensral Zahedi for¥ bis signature and then given out to
tha farelgn correspondents, to local pressuen and bo DwWo
key mrmy offlenrs. By Vtha tima they wera disiributed, 1t

was teo late to cateh the press for the movilhg of the 17th.

However, station a;g:ﬁnta,x._ although not
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iq touck with the statlon, the Rashidians, o« |
want ahead on thelr awn. 'They composed A fabricated inter-
view with Zahedi and had 1t printed on the 17th, alongz with
s copy of the firman. In thi= instanee, as in o number of
othore, the high-level agents of thoe stntlon demonatrataed
4 most extimfying ability to go ahead on their own and do
just the right thing, puring the day the station was
gecuring the persons of key indlviduals and zending tham
to safety. Sone wersa soncenled Ln the house of & statlon
clerk in the Embaesy compound and some in the houses of ug
paracanel of the statlon cutside the gompound. Thus,
Ardeshipr Zahedi was in station hands Irom the morning of
the 16th on, General Zahedi from the morping of the 17th
on, the Rashidian brothers from the 16th on with the excep-
tion of a venture out on the 1Eth, Eﬂiﬂﬂel—fmnj
the merning of the 16th oun, and Gene.ra‘l_ from the
morping of the 16th. These people nad to be camcealed hy
the statlon, both in order te socire tham from srvest and
alse to have thes in places to which Americans could logl~
cally and easily go. |

That eveniig about 1930 hours erowds massad _in the
Majlig Square Lo henr speeches, and the procesdlngs wore
robroadenst over Radio Tehran, The speakers included pro-
Mossadeq ex-Mzjlls deputies Hosavl, Dt ééﬁéi‘é Ali Shayegan,
Engineer Zirakzradeh, ‘Engineer Razavl, and Forelgn Hinister
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Frtoml . A1l the spoakers attacked the ghah and demanpded
that he abdicste. puring the course of thes# ppeoches,
pha publlic was informed for the first time that the Shab
nad fled e maghdad. The station nad learned seversl
hour's earller that the shah had jett. BY 1600 hiours the
tWo prinniﬁal ys EmbaesYy ﬁ&litiﬁﬁl offlcers had given up
hopa, while Roosovelt wBE insieting there waB still o
nalight rematﬁing chaneae of gucoass’ if the shah would use
the paghdad rndia'and'if Zahedi took ap Aggressive gtand.
additional ghtatlon wossiges tO Headquarters aontained the
texts of the type of etatenents the Shab gould make over
Baghdad radlio.

allowing for the seven hour gifrerence in time, Head-
quarters pacaived the first meggage IFOW the statlon on the
nag~sucaesd af the coup 4t 0130 hours 0L the 1oth, and a
faw hours thareaitel wog worklng of the station's roaquésit
to get the ghah to proadeast from Baghded. As the working
day anded, they had O roport 19 the statlon fhat the State
Department Was firmly opposed to any Americni affort to
contact the Bhah and guggested the British do it At
Hicosia they rasponded enthusiastica11? to the station’s
gugpostion, and the SI8 attempted to gat ﬁarmisﬁinn from
London to have Leavitt and parbyshire flown to paghdad DY

pAY jet fighter aarly in the pornlng of the 17¢h, for the
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purpase of exerting pressure on the Bhah. London refused
parmission.

Az the station personnel entered on another day after
a sooond sleepless night, some real sncouragement camse Irom
ward that, in breakiong up Tudeh groups late the night befors,
the Boldlers had beaten them with rifle butts and made them
shant; “hong live the Shah." The station continued te faal
that the "project was oot gquite dead" slnce General Zahedi,
Gamrn:'[._ the Ramhidian brothers, and Colonel
B e still determined te press agtion.

How, on the morning of 17 August, kha press was agaln

ot the streeta. HNiruye Sevum gtated that Schwarskopl

snzineergd the plot with the Shah and that “simple-minded
Amerloans thought Lhe Shah was 2 trump card,™ Dad and Shehed
both blamed the Eaﬂu#ilﬁﬂ poup on the governmont, and Keyvhan
carried the text of an alleged Badic Loudon statement guoting
zahedi to the effect that he had a firmap from the Shah and
that the #hat had left bechuse hia Life was threatened.
Througliout the morning Iranians with good vadios were able

to get word from forelgn stations of statements that the

Shah had made in Baghdud. He satds YWhat has taken placse

in Iran capnob be aanﬁiéar@d n coup d'etat in the real gense
The Stah said he had i#sued his orders tor the dismigsal of

or. Mossadeg under the prerogatives given to him by the
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aonstitution, aad had appointed Genéral Zahedl It his
place. He went on lo say that he Wagd nolt abdicated sid
that he was confident of the loyalty of the Irandan pagnle
to him. This ling was what the ptatiofn had irn mind, if
lgss strong thon desired; and tha Baghdad papera bigted
‘that palnful, blobdy evants ware gtill fo come inm Iran.
The station suggestad thet Imam ¥halagi, religious givine
at Baghdad, and the Aghs Khan be enligteqd to give the Jbab
dorsl backibg, while Nendquaritars, sk State Dapariment
in&%:&&ﬂiﬁn&,_ﬂ&ﬁtiﬁﬁﬁd‘ﬁ&‘wﬂfﬁﬂé papmisslon fov divect
0% cantact with the Shak. In the meentime the 38 Ambagca-
dor to Irvag, Burton Barry, reporhed on his cunversatioh
with the Shah ox the evaning of the 1&th. Hls statenents;
ande on his own initiative, weyre quite in lira with supges-
tipns reachlng him aftar the efent. ﬁ

About 1000 how¥s & considerable bedy of the troops
that had heen disparsed throughout tha eity were palled
bnok ta theblr barracks, s the governmant was certaln the
sitgation was well fa hand. At 1030 hours Radio Tehrii
called upon General Beliedi to surrender to the authoritlss,
gnd then began yroadenstiog lists of those arpested as
having taken part I the abortive woup oy having had Home
connention with those ovents. The separate 1ists, lugluds

ing those ¢f the next day, contained the following names
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