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According to an estinlnte m:We in la.'l:e 15)56, tile Chinese COJIUIIUniGt o "Were 

expected to be able to deploy n few medilllll-ronee bal..UH1c lllissiles (MRllM) 

with f ission -.nrllellils iG 1967. •rnu& far, howe ver, -.e have ha.d no reliable 

ert<lence that any ouch deplo;yment has cnl<en pla.ce. There i s some possi bility 

that too MRBM p.rouem msy h&ve fnllen behind ochedule, perhaps "" a resuJ.t 

ot diaruptioJl c&UDed by t he Cultural Revolution or because o£ t echnics.l prob-

lems a.nd/or ehangee in plans . A third el\l)l.nnation is tbs.t t he est:l.ruote itseli' 

was inoccurate slthou<;b it seelllld eonsO<UIQt with the r&pid paee o:r the ve&.(>Ons 

t:. 

" -' 

~ ~ 
progrQill in l,uu a.nd much of 1967 . In My case , any del~ in .MrolM empl~ment -"-

is not expected to be of long dura·~ion, nnd the Chinese may ••11 bce;in deploy-

ment tbi~ year. 

Intentions to Protect Program from Cultural Re•7elution . Eorly in the 

Cultural Revolution, t be reg:Lmc: indica~<~ its i ntention to i 60late weapons 

de,..,lopment t'ro111 undue Red Gutl.rd interference. t'lle <lecision of the Central 

Coomittee , i ssued folla><ing the Augw; t 1966 plenum deQJ.ing vit h the general. 

lines of tbe Cultural P.evol.ut1on, decl.e.re<l thnt "Tno3e scientists ond t e chnical 

per&oODel vho he."" ma.de contri'Wtions should be protected." '.!'he strides that 

t he prognllll mode during 1966 Mil 1~>6'? see""'d t o indicnte that H W!ls be ing 

(d) . 1noulo.ted to som~ 

\d.... ~~~~~~~.~he 
eld~nt fran: the disrupt1ous of t he Culcural Revolution. 
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fiesion device n.n<l in December of ttl<! """"' ye1>r .l.t carried out anotl>or test. 

In Ju.ne 1967, ClUne detonated a tbem<>nuclear device "h1ch produced a yield 

of 11 te'ol' mee,a.tona . With a·e gard to mios:Ue a, C)Ver-the-horizon ro.do.r gllV>O indi· 

cations durill8 1967 of 29 m.icsUe f i rings at ranges up to about 1,000 mile o. 

A J114jo r portion of these firings vere concentrated in the months of ~Ia,)· and 

June 1967, vheo Cul.turaJ. Revoluti on diuorders in \<arious parts of Cr.J.na "'ere 

on tile rise . 

Total Ins ulation Not AChieved. Despite t he evidence of progreao, t here 

b.e.ve been sOll:e a igns tbat the ad vanced weapon& progrelll$ did not re1111lin tot&ll)' 

isolated f'rom Cul.tUl"al Revolution disorders . At variouc t 1Jlles during 1967, 

Red Guard pocters and novspapers, a$ vell as broadcasts onrr1ed over the 

.... -· -· ··-· -· -·- - .. 

of~leial radio, spoke of tactional 41sputes in acie~tiflc research organi~ations 

and of the neec! to counter unheaJ.thy ideological trends in the~e unito. ~'o1· 

example, a broadcast i.o. Jan\UL-.,· l¢7 quoted Red Cu~rd &pokeel!len on the e>dct-

e nce of Qdepar~~ntalism, eliquicm~ decentral1sm ..• and other e rroneous t enden-

cie s " in the State Scientific o.o.d Teclmicnl Comllli&sion, n body which is bel1¢ ve d 

to !lave over-all supervidon of the advanced ve apons proar=- More recentl,y , 

a v iddy reported speech by Chou Eo-lai r eferred m01-e pointedl y to d1t'f1cul ti~n 

posoibly conoected ~<ith .Uosil.e development. Speaklns to rcpreoonta.tivcs of 

national defen<~e industries nnd resea.rch iru;titutes on January 18, 19()(!, C~ou 

ind icated that lllilitary i nductricn lfcre beset by fnct.iono.l troublt!$ . He 

ret'ened o~c U'lcally to tvo group~ vhlch hod been associated pre-vi ously ·~y 

Red GuOJ-d newsp~pers with t he Seventh H:lniDtry oi· Mochi>IO Duilding, t he 

lili.ni otry beli eved to be 1n c ha.rge of nl.i..Ssilc production . Chou u.lco lr'J!~l\'t.ioned 
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sabotage and tbe des t ruc tion of factory e quipment, nlt nough lt ~a• uncl ear 

wbether t his btld t o do wi th weapons-related 1nstoJJ.o.t1ooo. A concrete inat onee 

ot poae1'bJ..e disruption or: e.d'Vll.nced weapons vork vas a report that, early i n 

1968, members ot n reBe8l'ch orge.ni1.at1on in Sinkian& (the p:r:<>v1nce in llhich the 

Lop Nor nuclear test ·eite i s oituatcd) vere adviaed t o take a vacat ion s i nce 
. I 

tbe autborit ies could not pr.e vent interference by Red GUard• in t hei r work. 

, · l t would 'be reMonnbl e t o o.seume from these reports thAt t he Cul turd 

RevW.ution has o.t l e ast lappe<l at the edse& of 1.he we&pons prosram . M.d ,..,Y 

i:odee<l have penetrate d deepl:f and perhAps disrupt ively into i t. The extent ot 

1ts, 1nterfe renee >nth the pre>grlli!U i>OYever, a.nd t he duration of MY deleteriou.s 

..rtoct .s nre impossib le to deteJ:Dine . 

" Fears Over D!!plo;noen't. AG!de !r0111 possibl e Cultural Revolution :lutorfer­

ences Vitb tbe process or miss ile dovelopmeut, it has beeo. speculated that 

pers1s tetlt and widespread t8e1.ional f 1ebting baa made tbe regime rel uctant t o 

deploy m16s1leo j,n areae where t hey miebt be seized by ant i - Mao e lement s . 

(1'111s conjecture fi gured itl an April 21 Nev York Times article. ) Tb1s would 

oeem to 'be one valid line of speculatlon, althoUgh tbere is 11 ttle basi s f or 

10&klna an a.ocuro.te j udf!JI"'nt. On the one hand, t he regime ""'Y feel that it 
. 
vould 'be best to vait for a return 'to relativel y complet e s tability be fore 

deploying mJ.sslJ..e•; OD Ue other, there hM 'been no e vidence t hat vitally 

l.mport ant milit ary bases hs:ve been aei 7.cd by facti onal groups, and t !lere i s no 

reason to believe that the regL~ could not e nsure mili tary protect ion t or a 

tev s cattered missi l e siteo . 

I 
! 
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'llechn.1e &.l Factors or Changes in Plana. I t is &l.milo.r:ly impossible to 

aaeess llhs.t role technicol difficultie~ or changes in plans may have played 

1n a ae lay 1.n t he de ployment o f MRBM' s . Technical troubles or""" sort or 

o.ootbe r would be a pote nUo.l dH'f1culty in o.llooet eny phase of tbe pr0gra111. 

AJI for c lwl;;es 1n plans , t bere is acme chance that PeJdn8 may bave bela up the 

deployunt of MRI!M' e untU a thel'lliODUelear warhead, rather than a l eu yiel d 

t1es1on warhead, could be f:ttted to t he mis&ile&. The s e..,nt b nuclear test in 

Doceu:ber 1967, which went un8Wlow>.ced b y Peking and vhic h is believed to have 

been a f ail ure of a t hermonuclear devi ce, -:i ha"' been a s tep in a program to 

de ...,lop su.cb. a warhead. 

-Deployment on the \ley. Regardless of the apparent delays , t he Ch.1nese 

are be l1e'ro<l to be a 1m1ng for MREI( oeplOl'llll!nt ana "ey put a fev such ve apons 

in posi tion saoo time during this year . One s ign pointina in this db-ection bas 

been tb.e creat ion or a nev "'1l1t8.1")' branch of service which i s belie ved to be 

aaaociated Yith miss i le deplo,yent . This neil br e.nch, tbe 2nd Artillery Corps, 

f i rst c ropped up 1nconspi cuoualy 1n public Chinese medla 1n the s UIIllll8r of 1967. 

Since t he t all, bcnlever, i t hall a.ppeo.red regularly in lis ting• of military 

branc beo ahead of the Artillery Corpo Md :lmmedi e.tely after t he Air Force ond 

Ke.v:r. The oev branch wus tee corded a good deo.l. of public ity in Februe.ry 1968 

f ollovi ng a meeting of Mo.o·6 t udy II.Ct1vistc wbo '""re among ~ts member s. llhon 

tbe Soviet Union 1'1rot e $to.bl.1s r.cd i ts offens i'l<! mis s i le c011lRland, t bet nev 

body dr ew heavi l y on tbe artille ry for me n and e quipnent . I n the same ll8Qiler , 

l'l!k1ng, whic h relied on So•1.ct doctrine and ass istance 1n the earlie r ~tages 

of' its m15s lle program, may be gearing the 2nd Artill ery Corps for missile deplc 

f\lnct1om . 
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