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COUNTRY: (U} GUATEMALA (GT)

atey: IR [N :20rT- SICHTED CRITICISMS OF
GT MINCEF CONTINUE TO FUEL GFFICER CORPS DISCONTENT
AND COUR BPLOTTING (U

WARH TG : (] THIS I3 &N INFOEMATION REPORT, MOT
FINALLY EVALUOARTED INTELLIGENCE. EREFORT CLASSIFIED
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DoI: (U) 880630

REQS: ()

EOURCE:  aviiNErwie)

SIMMARY: (S NRPPR-Tr DISCONTENT IN OFFICER CORPS
REMATNS OVER FERCEFTION THAT MOD MG GRAMAJD IS TOO
POLITICAL AND INATTENTIVE TO THE INSTITUTION. OOUP
PLOTTING CONTINUES EUT LACKS LEADEREHIP, ORGAMNIZATION
OFR SUPFORT FOR ATTEMPT AT THIS TIME.

TEXT: 1. e i Rer—m—

FPROXIMATELY 70 PERCENT OF THE UFFICERS IN GT
CITY BELIEVE THE MOD IS ATTEMETING TO IMPOSE A
SOCTALLST CAITLOCE UPMF THE INSTITUTICON, IS INVOLVED
IN CORRUPT ACTIVITIES, AND IS LOOEING OUT FOR HIS OWN
SELF-INTERESTS RATHER THAN THOSE OF THE ARMY .

- & tedeser—ac— NG - o
ARE EEVERAL EEASONE FOR THE DISCONTENT IN THE OFFICER
CORFPE.

- (1} GPRAMAJD IS ACTING “TOO PRESIDENTIAL®.
HE REPORTEDLY TOLD CLAOSE ASSOCIATES THAT HE WOULD
LIFE TO BE A CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESTIDENCY AFTER THE
HEXT PRESIDENT'S TERM 1= OVER. THE OFFICER CORPS
BELIEVES HE EHOULD PLACE GHERTER EMPHASIS ON THE
MILITARY ASFECTS OF HIS POSITION UNTIL AFTER
RETIREMENT.

- (2] OFFICERS IN THE CAPITAL CITY AREA ARE
AWRRE THROUGH A VARIETY OF SOURCEE THAT THE MOD IS
ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED IN CCRRUFT ACTIVITIES, INCLUDING
RECEIVING KICKBACKES FRCM A HELICOPTER CONTRACT [CITE
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ASSOCIATES /OFFICERS WITH SCHOLARSHIPS TO DIFFERENT
U7.8. RND FOREIGN PROFESSIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION
JCHOOLS, AND FAILING TO KEEP LOGISTICS STANDARDS HIGH.

o {3) THE OFFICER UORPS IS LOUDLY COMPLAINIHNG
THAT THE QUALITY OF EQUIPMEMT HAS GONE DOWH SINCE
GRAMARTS TOOK OVER AS MOD. ONE EXAMPLE CITED WAS
EQOTS AND UNIFORMS, WHICH WERE REPORTEDLY OF SLIGHTLY
EETTER QUALITY BEFORE GRAMATD BECAME THE MOD. THEY
ARE DISAPPOINTED THAT THE MOD HAS NOT FOLLOWED
THROUGH ON HIS PREVIOUS FROMISE OF OBTAINING
VULCANIZATION BJUIPMENT FOR MANUFACTURING COOMELT
BOOTS. THEY ARE ALSO DISAPROINTED THAT THE MOD
ALLOWED THE ARMY FINANCE DIRECTCR, COL ANTOMNIO

( (VARGAS)) SPINCLA, TO FURCHASE A CHERP QUALITY,
CRMOUFLAZE CLOTH FOR UNIFORMS WHEN THE FORMER
DIRECTOR OF LOGISTICS, COL SERGIO (({CAMARGO) ), COULD
HAVE PURCHASED U.S5. MILITARY CAMOUFPLAGE
FACTORY-SECONDS CLOTH AT A MUCH CHEAPERP PRICE. THE
OFFICER CORPS BEELIEVES GRAMAJO BND VARGAS RECEIVED
FEICKBACKS POR DEALIMNG WITH THE KOREANS.

- {4] GRAMAJTD REPORTEDLY PROPGSED TC THE GT
ARMY CHIEF OF STAFF, BG MANUEL ANTOMIO ((CALLEJAS)) ¥
CHMIETALS, THAT THE FIRST LADY BE ALIOWED TO MARCH IN
FRONT OF THE FEMALE SOLDIERS SCHEDULED TO MARCH IN
THE ARMY DAY (30 JUM)] PARADE. CALLEBJIAS FLATLY
REFUSED. THE OFFICER OORP5 TOOE IT AS A PERSONAL
ARFFRONT,
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- B. (SRR~ THE D-2
RECENTLY PREPARED A REPORT AT ET OF
CRESIDENT VINICIO ((CEREZ0)) TO DETERMINE THE

CATUSE (8} OF OFFICER CORPE DISCONTENT. THE REPORT
FPOUND THAT THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF DISCONTEMT CENTERED
ONM GRAMAJO; THE OFFICERS WANTED TO SEE GRAMPIC
EEMOVED. THE REPORT WAS PRESENTED TO THE CHIEF OF
THE PRESIDENTIAL STAFF, COL EDGAR ({(GODOY)] )} GAITAHN.
THE REPORT OQNLY PRESENTED FACTS., NOT
RECOMMENDATIONS. PHESIDENT CEREZD'S REARCTION TO THE
RERORT IS INEROWH.

- C. A4efuriepi—aat ON 880618, THE OT ARMY HELD AN
APMY SPORTS MEET AT ITS “CAMPO PINO®, IN SUBURBAN GT
CITY, WHICH SAW COMPETITION IN ALL GRADES 2LT THROUGH
GERERAL OFFICER. ONE OF THE EVENTS WAS A 220-YARD
BUN IN WHICH THE PASTEST GENERAL OFFICER RUNNER WOULD
BE ACKNOWLEDGED. INSTEAD, ALL GEWERAL OFFICERS
PRESENT, INCLUDING THE MOD, REPORTEDLY LINEKED ARMS
FOR THE ENTIRE RUN AND CROSSED THE FINISH LINE
TOGETHER IN A SHOW OF SOLIDARITY. THE AUDIERCE .,
COMPOSED ALMOST ENTIRELY OF OFFICERS, REMAINED QUIET
AND DID WOT APPLAUD THEM, IN ORDER TO SHOW THEIR
DISDAIN POR GRAMATO AND THE OTHER GENERALS PRESENT.

2. (S/NFTRELTEY

DISCONTENT WITH GRAMAJO REMAINS HIGH AND CONTINUES TO
FUEL COUP FLOTTING. THREE FRCTICHS WITHIN THE
OFFICER CORPE HAVE MET OR ARE MEETING CLANDESTINELY
TO CRGRNIZE ANOTHER COUF ATTEMFT.

- A. [e/NF/RELOURT THE FIRST FACTION WAS LED BY
COL BYRON ({LIMA)] ESTRADA, WHOSE COUF ATTEMET ON 11
MAY BE FAILED. COL LIMA IS8 NOW MILITARY ATTACHE IN
LIMA, PERU. MOST OF THOSE INVOLVED ARE PENDING
DISCIPLIMARY ACTIONS.

- B. CNPAREETRET A SECOND FACTIOHM IS ENOKHM TO
BE COMPOSED OF SENIOR CAPTAINS AND MAJORS, INCLUDING
FORMER ARMY MAJOR GUSTAVO ((DIAZ)) LOPEZI. THIS
FACTION INTENDE TO REMOVE BOTH CEREZO AND GRAMAIO,
INSTALLING CURRENT VICE FPRESIDENT ROBERTC ( (CARPIOC))
NICOLLE AS PRESIDENT AND BG (RET) BENEDICTO ((LUCAS))
GARCIA AS MOD., CARPIO IS VIEWED AS MALLERBLE TOC ARMY
INTERESTS, WHILE LUCAS HAS THE PERCEIVED CHARISMA TO
REUMITE THE ARMY. THE COUP PLOTTERS BELIEVE THAT
THIS PROCEDORE OF IMMEDIATELY PLACING THE GOG INTO
CARPIOfS HAMD'S WILL INSURE CONTINUED INTERFATIOMAL
RECOGNITION AND SUFPPORT.

- C. 48 REiAEL-UW+ A THIRD FACTION IS REPCORTED TO
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BEE HEADED BY 1ST CPT ({CASTELLARGS)) AND COMPOSED
MOSTLY OF JUNIOR OFFICERS. CASTELLANOSE WRS INVOLVED
WITH THE FIRST FACTION. HE HAS ARRESTED BUT

SUBSEQUENTLY FREED AFTER THARRGES AGRINET HIM WERE
DROPPED
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