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2 Although recent ovents In Eastern Europe caught most of
the world by surprise, the European Community, USSR, and US aro now
beginning to focus cn the military, economic, and political
implications of a rounitod and probably resurgont Gormany.
Ovarall, the prospect of a single Gormany stirs concern and
uncertainty through both Western and Eastern Europe. Europeans
have bitter memories of Nazi Gormany and are genuinely uneasgy
about reunification. Eastern Europeans and the Polos, in par-
ticular, fear German revanchism and sct continued Gorman mem-~
bership in NATO as a guarantee of good bohavior. 3imilarly, the
French, British, and other NATO meombers aro uncasy about the con-
soquences of German rcunifiction. And elthough the focus for
NATO for 40 years centered on the military threat pesoed by the
USSR, another tacit reoason for the alliance was tho malntenanco
of military control ovor a roarmed West Geormany through an
intagrated NATO command astxucture. The Benn Government of
Chancellor lelmut Xohl has said that a reunifiod Garmany

would remain in NATO. According to Wesnt German Pefense Minister
Gerhard Stoltenberg the protection guarantecd by NATO must be
valid for all of Germany, and not only for tho Western part. It
is his view that Gormany will continue to take part in NATO's
military organization, but will also commit itself not to deploy
any integrated command authorities or troops assignecd to NATO

on the territory of tho prosent GDR. Under the plan, which was
recently ondorsed by tho US Sccrotary of Statoe, come Soviat
Forcos nmight be allowed to renmain in what is now East Garmany, at
loast temporari{ly. Publicly, Soviet officlals have said that

the USSR would not accopt a reunified Germany in NATO. But pri-
vately, American efficials say the Soviets' responsa has boon
lens resolute dospite the fact that tho USSR wants to remain o
Buropean superpowor. Thore is also the related view that a
united Garmany without NATO could give now life toe Lhe Warsaw Pact
since Eastoern Europe could coma to view tho USSR as its

protoector against Germany.
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3. Further complicating the situation is that both East and
West Germany are holding national elections this year (East
Germany on 16 Mar and in West Germany in Dec 90). In both
Germanys, the left (Social Demacratic Parties) could well become
dominant. Of course, in the east this is more probable than in
the west. Should the left gain ascendancy there will be a
deemphasis on defanse with a concomitant increase on restructuring
the economies of bath states and expanding social programs. Even
if Mr Kohl retains power (rated 50-50 at best) he will still need
to be more sensitive to the left, especially if the two Germanies
unite into a interim confederacy form of government. Indeed, Mr
Kahl's best chance for political survival may ba tn be a hard
liner an the need for a strong, united Germany that assures
freedom from communism. This is the only real strategy available

to hin.
mpm Dasmed N ________,_,,___—.___\\\

t—

(1
/6"



b, ) .
Wi .
- Ll EYE] [
L PR LR a
Pt s DS L .

T"‘  ELIP ) EE AN i

Tlan iy . R
! .
X
)
.

.

i
——

JOHN SCHENK

Political Adviser



