o ————

cer i o

O

e e

il e ke SRS, B S S

- . . .

: * Joint_Talking Paper M ; _
o 18 5Ep W7

Secretary of Dafente

Space Policy Review to-ni.ttce Heeting, Rm 305, 20 Sep 78,

;Satel1its Reconnaissance ln& Selected D;classifie&

SUBJECT: “Fatti ¥
Reluasusof Satellite Imagery ).(

oy anal Space Policy”, Tab B, was sfgned: by the Presidant

in May., PRs32:fidrected the H5C/Policy Review Committee, with Or. Press
as chairmyp:whs meeting for these purposes, to provide a forum to a1l

federa) agencies: for space policy matiers. . 1n June the President asked
for an interagemty civil space policy options paper by ) éaptmper. .

S¥EJ1 budget cycle. ; y

- PO/NSC-37 i

¥ the proposed slternatives for a civil space policy i3
fént use of technology and products from all threse sec-
pace activity -- civdl, defenss and inteiligence.
products/ from space intsll{gence are considered to be of
t¥§1 sector, dectassification of the “f of* photo-.
epnpbissance and the declassification and refasse of ‘
t41Y¥%1¢ (ragery was proposed. Present security policy

in {nsurmountaple issue, .

onflict, an issue paper (Tab A) proposing a new .
11 ise-regannaissance was prepared, andi
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* wppet GfY piRRETNERIIIts reconnaissance
#atiome) Techptcal Kegns of Verification

r. Varake.reportedly believe that public
NTM purposes will signifi.
Congress and the public,

. - Benefit: Secretary Vande#nd: ,
¢ announcement of US photorsct Baissance:

cantly aid the defense of:SAET 11 bef)
and have regquested a chsnggipfipolicyy

- Benefit: [
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Risk: Defense participants bel“u !EI! %!erq is 8 real potential that

désclosvre will ™
-« Perception by other countries thatc

¥ in blocking US 1niti. .

the General Administrative Radio Confarence of the
a3 Telecommunications Union has virtuslly precluded a -
it Satellite in the Eastern Hemisphere. :

== Publicly: on{_iﬁ_fmting the Soviets and Chinese with US intrusions, i
NTH ackiiow)edenents not withstanding. The reactions are presently
wnknox . Lug:dre potentially xenophobic. Coe
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. Risk: DectiagiFication of “the fact of* will undoubtedly result in
incressed ang:pal ntially irresistable pressurns for releasas bsvand 1~

Tnere nas Deen a steady relax-i
jons, Although: the Washington
$iues with surgical preciston,
! Whatever cur eventual
stood.

FAied Sbove may be unwarranted.
s pelease of only “the fact of®
[ 1 11. The NSC paper
FGSE o0 less-aware segments of: -
st AR observer dnterested endugh

- Risk: Exposing ourselves g
Defonse representatives chEIYE
has any practical zdvantags
states "the terq! NTM, howdiariiay be:
the lay pudlic*!. But ftiwmeldiseen th
to. seek out and understang:fetasls of SALT II would alzo understand the —
NN concept. 1n fact, Qi¥¢H-tha: many press articles,

Qfor moNt Espd1dats .praylsions. An uvnwillingness to
elaborate beyono the *fack a¥% ¥iscios U1d tend to diminish
sdministration creditabil ity :
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* - 050 Recommendation : M .

== The "fact of" should be declassified, but only with careful prepara-
tion, WHICH HAS HOT YET OCCURRED.

Rama . Do
—

== The D{1 sm'ld be tasked to prepare an implementation plan, in co-
operation with the Do and State, to include tha following points.

e ke by Smm e T ——

] 1: ant.secur‘lty plan and alert to security offices with

$& instructinne ¥ae handl inn lenitimtu- runnnses such

P

:J or domestic requasts, parhaps
t%e Freedom of Information Act.
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#¥te announcemant, with minimal prcplrat'lon. should bol
)

Yed study m_
“cation and ratiqnﬂ'

i . The {oplesmentst ¥
‘release oF S€lected phatosatelTite

{:4f: economic, social, foraign policy, :
'obJectives of tha US. )

Issue #2:  Declassificatid
imagery in su
dafenss and poi

- Some mmm mgm’
= In response to FD-37, ]
- Nonetheless, if the PRE:di

“fect of™. and with the’ Savht posu:p_}.m, f the Technica) Manual in
the [ 1 rt]sciosure policy to assure

snacif4y dnstructions Vimiting disclosures to "fac\ of photo- ;
'L‘m‘g'““" snd prohibiting additions) releases, subject i
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~ LCartain critical areas and possible outcomes are yet to be investigated,

- ! For example: _ .
( / [ -- lmages are merely one form of fnput to the intelligence snalysis ;
s i process, and taken by thewmselves, are often smbiguous. If the °
Administration releases selective images Tesupport of pro-SALT Il y
' arguments , can't Congressions? Coomittees tequest and release .
4 images df‘g_ﬁ;:;ﬁpuﬁ‘rﬂ‘tmmrt other points of view. Thus,

in an attempti 4o win an endless srgument, the Administration would *
have to ‘raleliss even more sensitive dats and so it would go.

- I offdal
shouldn’s

\dirces can release images of denied aveas, why
KeF images be openly available? (Can they be denied
resdon of Information Act?) )
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\ ' - If hag;” of: he US are released, how s the pr‘lvacy:dfjs Eitizmlé

- A datailed EsEetsgent of the counterintelligence value should be centra)
to any wlicﬁigﬂ*'ggce Such an assessment should include an amalysis ofl "

— I

i security requivsme s

== Endorse the following

ecommended 1n the NSC
! fssue paper (Tab A, .

he pofrifsisid possibilities by selscted i
tments of Defense and State, the ; :
‘he Executive Office of thz President, - i
3%, under the direction of the Policy ‘
W11 be accomplished 1n thres months.

( ) . An intensive analysi
e individuals from thi
Intel1{gence Community
and othars, as apprapr
Reviaw Committee. Thf

» .

3 rce of the dzplementation.
e gdcurity plm‘lnq. contin-
¥ tes over & pariod of at
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. Execution after fima) Presidential review and approval.

.

Sanfel J. Murphy °
Afmiral, USN (Ret.) .

Director, Joint Staff

Deputy Under Segmtary ‘ * -
for Policy : :
Enclosures '
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