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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL MNTELLIGEMNCE
DIRECTIVE MNO. &'

SIGNALS INTELLIGEMNCE
{ Effective 17 Februury 19723

Sitls Intellimenee (SIGINT . which conyprises Communications Iatelliceace
[ COMINT) ad Elevtronies Totellizence | ELINT), and the sctivitics pertain-
tng theveto are national responsililities and mest be so erganieed and menazed
as te exploit to the masimum the available reseurecs of the Covernment, to satishy
the istelligence veeds of the National Secedly Council and vhe departments and
ageacics of the Government, andd to provides for etfizency and e omwv in the
use of techoicel reseurees. Therclare, pursuant o the Nationa. See =ity Act of
1847, as wmended, the National Seeurity Ceuneil authorizes and . iceets thar
SICINT activitics shell be conducted as preseribied herein.

L Dcfinitions
For the purpose of this dircctive, the torms "Communications [otelligencs”™ or

"COMINT™ shall be construed to mean techrical and intellicence informalion
derived frem f{oreign commumicaticns by other than the intended rezipieats,

COMINT aclivities shall be construcd to mean those activities that preduce
COMINT by the collection and processing of foreign communications passed by
radic, wire or other clectramazgnetie means, with spesific excoptions stated below,
and by the precessing of forcign enervpted communicutions, hawever bngmitted.
Colleetion conprises search, intereept and direstion finding, Processing com-
prises mange estimation, transmitter/onerator icentification. signal analysis, traffic
analysis, cryptanalysis, decryption, study of plain text, the fusion of these nrocesses,
and the reporbng of results,

COMINT and COMINT activitiszs as defined herein shall net include /a) any
itercept and processing of unencrypted wrilten comnunications, press anc
propaganda broadecasts, or {b) censorship.

ELINT activities are defined as the collectinn {observation and reecording?,
and the processing for subscquent intellizence purpases, ol nformation deovived
from forcign, non-comnmuuications, clectromaguetic radiations cmanating from
ather than atomic detonation or rudivactive sucress. ELINT is the technical andd
intelligence information produoct of ELINT activities.

2. The Oircetor of Central Duglligence
Consistent with s cespunsibilitivs as set forth in NSCID Nos. L 2 and 35,
e Director of Contral Intelligeoce shall: :
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Ghile the Pra-sidmt does not attend every NSC meeting, the N5CIDs

distributed to the field obviously do rot reflect the President's

attendance record nor the extent of his persenel participation in the

pramulgation of eny particular directive.)
NSCID &, effective February 17, 1972, provides in pertinenmt ..'

part:

3. The Secretary of Defense

-

4. The National Seci—itv Agency

The Seeretary of Defense is desipnated as Executive
dgenit of the Goverrment for the conduct of SIGINT®
géctivities in accordance with the provisions of

this directive and for the directim, supervision,
fimding, maintenance and operation of the Nztiomal
Security Agency. The Directer of the National
Secicy Agency shall report to the Secretary of
Defense and shall be the principal SIGINT adviser

to the Secretary of Defense, the Director of Cenrral
Intellipence, and the Joint Chiefs of Staff. The
Secretary of Defense may delegate in whole or part
gutherity over the Director of the National Secuwritcy
Agency within the Office of the Secretary of Defense,

w ok W

b.

w ok K

It shall be the duty of the Director of the
National Security Agency te provide for the
SIGINT mdssion of United States, to
establish m effective unified orpanization
ard control of all SIGLNT collectien and
processing activities of the United States,
and to produce SICINT in accordance with

ﬂhjEEti'ﬂEEE r%' anents and priorities
establis ¥ irector of Central

Intellizence Poard. Ho other orpanization

i

SCID 6 defines SIGINT to include cammnications intelligence {(COMINT.
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shall ge In SIGINT activities except 7

as provi for in this directive,

Except as provided In paragraphs 5 and 6 of
this directive, [re unique respensibilities
of CIA and FBI] the Director of the Hational
Security Agency shall exercise full control
over all SIGINT cullect"m‘ E:."u:I rocEs
activities, ¥

b

oo The Director
of the haticnal Security azency is authorized

Lo 1lssue direckt CO any operating elements
enzaged in SIGLWL operat-cns Ssuch instructicons
angd assigrmments As are required, ALl
instructions issued by the Director under
the authority proviced ‘n this oaragraph
_‘E'tall be mencatory, subject only to appeal

to the secretary of Defense,

L

The Armred Forces and cther departrents
and apencies often reqgiire timely and
effective SIGLIL. The Director ol the
Naticnal Secur.ty Agency shall  provice
information reguestec, taking all
necessary measures to facilitate its
maximan utility. As determined by the
Director of the National Security

ency or as directed by the Secretary

Defense, the Director of the Natimmal
Security Agency shall provide such S5IGINT

'L.
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g. The intelligence corponents of individual W gy
departments and agencies may continue to
conauct direct liaison with cthe Batimal
Securisy Agency in the interpretaticn and

litiration of reculrarents aad priorities L L
n%%ﬁ{ﬁ the Irae.or< oL Cb ] " ; i

ectives, require-
ments and pricrities established o

Wbty & Gt

; the Director

’/‘ The foregoing NSCID 6 superceded NSCID 6 cated September 15, 1958
| and revised Jamuary 18, 1%61l which, in turn, superceded NSCID 9 date:
J July 1, 1948 and revised Decerber 25, 1952, There has been no fimdarental
h-char.ge since Septesber 15, 1958 in rhe definitions and duties set forth
in pertinent part above. Paragraph &b is & rephrasing of the old Paragraph .
6; Paragraph 4e of old Paragraph 7¢; and Paregraph 4c of the old 7a.

Prior to the issuance of NSCID 6 on September 15, 1938, its predecessor,

NSCID ©, dated July 1, 1948, contained the following definitioms:
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