
' 
I • 

l 
' I 
' 

' . ·: 
' 8 ·• 
• 

--- • •!' • ' l"Clil'f'SF.t'l\tT- . ·. 'j 'l"'"' . . . . :. :,. ) i 
• ,• • ' • • ' •, I t • ' • •. • . -- J • i..:. ••• • .. .,....;t.-'-'-"" ...... --· .. ....,. --.. :· L 

NA'IIONAL SECURITY COU:·KIL :NTELUGENCt: 
D!RECT:VE NO. 6 I 

SIGNALS INTELLiGENCE 

Si;!n.~ L.o ll\h·1H\!\.1'1C\' (SICi\l' ; . n-hi.,;h compriS('S ComMunbtioos l:ltc:'llh:C':lCC 
( CO~ll='T) ~md El..;•<.·t:"Ouics btt.·lU~,·nc..: ( ELI N1"), ~nc.: lite :'.<:b•. ·it:.::~ P'-'rt~~in ­
fug thl·t·eto a r<.· ml ti<)n:\t rc.:spvosihUitt...·s ;,md uln .. a be ~o or~:.n i .:cd Mu.l u)~·.n ,1~\.·d 
o.s tQ csploit to the m:'L~iiYlu:11 lht.· a\':lilaOlc r<.:sc urCl'S of th~ CV\'Cm~w.'~::, to ~.\tbf~· 
tile iuh'Ui!;!<"llCC ueedJ of :J-.c :\:11i0n:1i S<·t.:-criry Counc-:1 ::tod the d~;lxtrtn'IC"'tt~ n.u<.l 
:tg:Pcit:S of :he C:>v('mml'Tlt, 2rtd tO prov:.d~ for cificit..•ncy :\:'ld \.'C-.G .o:ny In :he 
ll~<.: of h.:chuic:al r('scu rcrs. Tht:'l'<.•fo rc, I~·\•rsu:mt to the :\'at(onn! SL''- .-:t ~· .\c t of 
1947. ns nmcmd<.:d, thu \';\t i ll:!~'ll St·..:urity Co•.mc.:il :\uthcri;.:~,·~ ;wd , .ir<.>cts th~c 
SICI?"T o.e-ti\·Wcs sh..Ul he co1H.luctcd ~ts pn-scrihecl herein. 

L Dcfiuwo~Lt 

For the pu:-posc oE :hi$ directive, the term s ··comrnunlc:tt!ons Iutellig<mce .. or 
.. CO~HI\L sh:tll be construed to n\co.n ~e~hnical nnd il'lt<.:!!i•.:{.!ncl! infOt'TJ"':llion 
derived !rem foreign communic:~ticn.) l>y ot he-r th:m the intC:'nd; d red.pir:nts. 

CO~I li'IT acu ... it:rS shall be construed to tl'IC:m tl1os.e activities 1to;:t prcducC' 
CO?o.llNT by the coUection ~nci prc<:'e':i.sing c;l rorcign <.:ommunic-n:ions [X!:,-:cc .. i by 
radio, w(re or other clfcttomn;:\~.~lc mt·-ans, with sp<.:ei fic cxccpd~ns :; t;.~ccd below, 
and by the proc:essing of forci~ encryp<cd communi<="Utions, however l:r:\nsmit<t'd. 
Colle-ction eoH\p:iscs se-.arch, inte:'C'3pt and direction Hndi.n~;. Pr~c-c-ssinlJ com­
prise! ::lDiO estitl"..ation, tnnstUitter/~tor iC:<.·ntiftotEon. Ji!jnal analysis, trafiic 
analysis, C..")'p<analysls~ decryption, study of plolin text, t:1e fusion of 1~1cse procc~c::s:. 
and the r~porting of results. 

CO~HNT and CO~ II:-IT octi\•itics :u dofinod herein >hlll not inci<•<'e (n) r.oy 
iurt'l"ccpt o.nd process!ng ~f unene")~ptcd written comulunic:ation~ press and 
propagR:1d4 broadc:uts, or {b) ceruonhip. 

Elf~'T :lctivities ar~ defined os the co!lecr·:on ( o0serv3tlon ~ncl recorcli 11-,; ~ . 
tlnd th~ precessing for ,l)uLscquent intdli:;cnc·c pt1rpos~. of inf()r:n:~.t) :)ll d~ ':'1\:·c.-d 
ftom forcl(;n, non-<.'OJnn\LUil<':t.tior.s, c:edromr.~n~o:th.: J·:uli<ltiOI')S <:m~i:\,\tin'!! from 
3the· d );u\ atomic dL'f.on::.tior! or r.nliQac;{i\"(.: sucrets. ELl_i\."T is d\c r~hnie3) ,md 
iutclli~t.:u<:c !nform:ttion produt:t of EL!N:' ~tcc£viti€s. 

2. Tf•c Oltcctor uf C"•1ttmi [n:dlifl~ttce 

Corlsistcnt 'viti! :l:.'i rl'~pun:>ibi J iH~s :1:; sc': forth in NSCfO :\os. l. 2 ~u\l1 3, 
tlK.' Director of Cc1Ur.1l lntC'IIi~cm.""e -sh:ill: 

Partially Dedwified/.Rfledd 011 /lksl. 
un~er pi'O'IISionJ of .E.O. ~ 

by 9. Reger, National .Se<!Urlty Coonell 
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(l,'l'J.le tl'.e President does not attend every NSC meet ing,. the NSCIDs 

distr<...bUted to tl'.e field obviously do r.ot reflect the President 's 
. 

attendance record nor the extent of his personal participat~cn in the 

pr<X!Ul.gatioo of eny particular directive.) --r 
NSCID 6, effective February 17 , 1972, prC\~des in pert inent I 

part:: 

3. The Secretary of Defense 

a. The Secretary of Def ense i s designated as &.ecutive 
Agent of the Government for the conduct of SIGINI* 
activities in accordance with the provisions of 
this directive end fcrr the directioo, supervision, 
funCing, maintenance and operation of the ·National 
Se=ity P.~ency . T:1e Director of the National 
Se=ity Agency shatl -.:eport to the Secretary of 
Defense and shall be tlle principal SIGINr ad\.1.ser 
to the Secretary of Defense, tr.e Director of Central 
Intelligence, and the Joint Qliefs of S~f. The 
Secretary of Defense r:ay delegate in. *.ole or part 
euthority over the Director of the National Security 
Agency within the Office of the Secretary of Defense. 

*** 
4. The Natiooal Sea=ity Ajl,rr>r:y 

*** 
b. It shall be the duty of the Director of the 

National Se=ity Agency to proviee fcrr cr..e 
SlGIN!' missicn of the United States, to 
es tablish ~ effective unified organization 
ar.d control of all SIGINT collection and 
processing ac tivities of the United Stat.es, 
and to rodu.::e SICINT in accordance with 
ob ectlves r · e:>ents on~t.es 

~ector o Centra 
NO other orgmili.atioo 

~ID 6 defmes SlGINI to in:lude canlUlicaticr.s intelligence 
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shall engage in SIGlli"l' activities except 
as provided for in this di:cecti.ve . 

c:. Except as prO'.ri.ded in parag-raphs 5 and 6 of 
this directive, [re ur.ique resporsibilicies 
of C!A a:ld FBI ) the Director of the Nad<Xlal 
Security Agency sha!.l exer cise full can::rol 
over all SlGTh"T collecti . a:"ld 1:>roce• · 
ac tivities, 

*** 
e. 'Th2 Amed Forces a:1cl other deparOI"lents 

and agencies often reg.irc drnely ana 
eff ective SlGUlT. n:e IY..:reccor of the 
!':a ticnal Sect.T~ty Agen:y shall provide 
W omad on reo·..~esced , tal'.ing all 
necessary measures to facilitate its 
1raxi:rur. utilicy. As detenn:ned Cy the , · 
Director of the National Se~~ity 
Agenc:y or as directed by the Secretary 
of Def~se, the Director of the Naticnal 
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g. The !ntelligence carponents of individual 
deoa.rttnents ;md agencies may continue tO 
conduct auect liaison with the 1\atic:nal 
Secu..=i. • A11.encv in the ince ~ctation and 
~ ication or r~r~~ts an pr~or~ties 
\&thin tre fra::>e.-or~ or cb ecdves , r ui.re­
ments and rio~ities es •sne o · t Director 
o entra Intel igence. Elr9 s:LS acded. 

~7 
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N lt t !J 

., 

The foregoing NSCID 6 superceded NSCID 6 dated Septe:rber 15, H·5S 

and revised January 18 , 1961 •Nhlch; in tum, s\JI)erceced NSCID 9 dated 

July 1, 1948 and revised DeCE!l".ber 29, 1952. There has been no fundar-tal 

change since Septeaber l5 , 1958 in th<! defin i tions and ruties set for:h 

• ... r..,i._ ,' 
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in pertinent part above. Paragraph 4b is e rephrasing of th<! old Paragraph 

t>; Paragraph 4e of old Paragra;>h 7c; and Paragraph 4c of th<! old 7a. 

Prior to the issuance of NSCID 6 en September l5, 1958, its predecessor, 
. . 

NSClD 9, dated July l, 1948, contained th<! follo..'i.ng def:ini"tions: 

. . . 
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