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Department of Defense Directive 

The National Security Agency and the Cer.tral 
Security Service (U) 

R. elerence: (o.) •National Security Council Intelligent< 
Dheetive No. 6 

I 
l. 

• 

I 
11. 

P URPOSE 

This directive p r eocrlbu a.uthor ities, fW>etiono, a n d 
rupon oibUitlea o! the National Security Agency (NSA) &Dd. 
the Central Security Sel'vice (CSS). 

CONCEPT 

A. Subject to the p roviaiono o! NSCID No. 6, o.nd the 
National Se cur ity Act of 1947, .t.o amended, U>d 
purouant to the authoritiee vested in the Secretary of 
Defen•e, the National Security Agency is a eepar• teiy 
orgo.nized .t.gen cy within the Department of De!enae 
under the di rection, s upervi t ion, fundin , maintenatH~ e 

a..nd ope rati on o e e c ret.ary of Defense. 
I 

B . n .. NatioDal Seeuri~ A.gency io a unified or , a nlzatio,n 
attuctured to p rovide for the Signah lntellig.,Dc 5 
!SJGINT} mlulon o! t b e United States and to insur e 
secur. communieationo oy ot ems !or all departrne'!h 
and agenciu of the U.S. Qovern.ment1 

The Central SeCIUity Service will conduct collec tion, 
p:roceo oing and other SIGINT opuatio11o ao aooicned • 

• • .. . 
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DEFINITIONS . .. . ' ' . . . 
--

A. Sisn&lo Intelligence {SIOlNT) it a co.tezory of intelligence 
information compriolng all Communlcati=• Intelligence 
(COMlNT), Electronico lntelllgeoce {ELINT), a.od · 
Telemetry Intelligence (TELlNT). • 

B. COMINT io tec hnical and lntelligeZ>c e information derived 

c. 

from foreign eomrnunic&tiona by other thao t he intended • 
recipients . COMINT io produced by the collect ion &lld • 
proc essing o£ foreign c:ommunlc ation e passed by elec tro - • 
magnetic means , with •peeillc exceptions stated below, * 
and by the processing of foreign encrypted communic a -
tion•, however transmitted. Collection comprises aea reb, 
intercept, and· c!irec:tion !i.cding. P:-oceasi.ng compri1ee 
range e•tirnatiOD, tra.nsm..ltte r /operator ide11tificatioo., 
• ign.al aaalya ia, tra!Cie analyala, cryptacaly•i•, decryption, 
•rudy of p lain text, tbe fu alon o! the•e proceuea, and t he 
r e porting oJ reoulta. COMlNT •h&ll ~>e>t i:>clude: 

1. Intercept aod proceooillg of Wlenc rypted writteo 
conunu.cicationa, except the procea8ing of writtea 
plain te.xt versions of com.rnunication& which have been 
e ncrypted or are i:>tended for oubsequent e ncryption . 

z. Intercept and proceeolns of p reu, propaganda and 
other public br.,..dcuto, except for procesaing 
e ncrypted or 11hiddeo me&Ai.ng" paaaa..ge s in 1ucb 
b r oadcao t s. 

3. Oral and wire iAterceptlona conducted under DoD 
Directive sioo. z.c. . .. ~· 

4. c .. noorohip. ' . 

• 

ELINT lo techllic&l and lntelliKence i:>forrnation derived Jrom 
foreign, .D.on-conunwtlca.tione, elec:tromagbetic ra.diation e 
enlanating !rom otbe r than a t,omit detonation or radio.e:tive 
a ou reu. ELINT 11 produced by the coll~etloJ> (obaeTv~tion 
a nd r • cor ding), and the proceul.ng t or auboequent intelligence 
purpoau oJ that Wormatloa • 

.. ~ . ., 
• . .... . ·- .. - - ·-····-- ··· . .. . . . .. 
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TELINT 1o ·technical and i.nteUigence information derived 
·{rom the l.ntercept,-proceuing,-.nd 11ndyaio ol foreign 
telemetry. 

S!CINT operational control io the authoritative direction 
of SICINT activities, including taaking and allocation of 
e ffort. and the authoritative prescription of those uni!orm 
techniqu es and •t.andards by which SIGINT.informatio.o is 
collected, proee .. ed and reported • 

SlCINT resourc .. comprioe un!to/act!vities and organiza-
tiona! elemento ensaged in the conduct of SlGINT (COMINT, 
ELINT or TEUNT) activitiee. 

Vi. APPLICABIU TY 

• 

The provioiono of thio directive apply to the Office of the 
Secretary of Defense, the military department, the Joint 
Chief• of Staff, the uniiied and specified commands, the 
National Security Agency, the Central Security Service, 
and other Defense agencies hereinafter called Department 

f of Defe-nse components. · 

V. ORGANIZATION AND RESOURCES 

A, The SlGINT reoourcea of the Department of Defense 
will be structured to accomplish most e!ficiently 
and effectively the SlGINT m.iuion of the U.S. 

B. The National Security Agency •hall conaitt of a 
Director, a ·Headquarter a. and auch auborcli.nate 
units, ele~ent1, fa·eilitiee, a.nd ac:tivitiea ae are 
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Central Security Service. Unlese otherwise apeciiically 
· · provided in this directive, the Service cryptologic ... .. 
· · .- ..... organizatiot~ s ,.,il.Lremain in their parent Services , ... · · 

for the purpose of a.CimiAiatrative and logistic support. 

T he Secretary of Defense with the advice of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff may apeeifieally designate other SIGINT
related resour ces of the Department of Defense which 
will be oubordinate to the Chief, Central Security 
Service for S!Gn!T operations. 

VI. RESPONSIBILITIES AND FUNCTIONS 

• 

·-

A . Subject to the direction, a.uthority and control of the 
Secretary of Defense, the Director, National Security 
Agency/Chief, Central Security Service •ball: 

1. Accomplish the SIGINT mission o1 the National 
Security Agency /Central Security Service. 

2. Act as principal SIGINT advisor to the Seqe\ary 
of De!ense. the Direetor of Central Intelligence, 
aDd the lojnt Chiefs of Staff. As principal SIGlNT 
advisor to the Joint Chiefs o! Staff, the Director, 
N<>tional Security Agency will keep the Joint Chiefs 
of S~a£! !ully infonned on SIGINT matters. 

. . . . 
3. Exercise SIQINT operational control over SlGINT 

activities of the U.S. Qoveroment to respond 
most effectively to military and other SIQINT 
requirements. Jn the caoe o£ mobile military 
SIGINT plat1orms. he ohall atate movement 
requi:ementa through appropriate chant~ el lS to . 
the military cornmandere, who 8h.a1l retain 
responsibility for operational command of the 
vehicleo •. 

4. Provide technical guidance to all SIGINT or 
SIQINT-related operatione of the U.S. GoverZ!ment. 

5. Fo r mulate progu.ma, plano, policiea, procedure• 
and principleo. · 

" .. ~ 
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P roduce and c!iuemiuat e SlG1NT. il> o.ccordaoc e with th e 
objectives, nqu.ir e meou and prioritiu eohbUehe<l by 
the Dire ctor of Central Intelligence. (This {unction 'lllill : . . 
not include the production and diseeminatioD of fini sb..ed 
Inte lli gence which are the .responsibilities of dcpartme~ts 
'i'nd age nci e s o t her th~n the N ational S e c urity Age ncy I 
c(;'ntral Securit y Servic e.) -

7. Manage assigned SIGL.~T ruources, personnel OJ>d programo. 

8. ln r e lation to the Deparnnent of D efen ee SICINT activities, 
Prepare and 1ub mit to th e S ecretary o f Defense a con• 
o o lid"t~d program and b udget, and requirements Cor 
i'i'illitary and c ivilian manpower. logistic and c ommu.nica.tio!l-• 
s uppo rt, U1d research, development, test and ev,luation, 
tog e th e r with his r ecoD'UTlendatim:u pertaining thereto. 
• • 

9. C onduct research, development aJ>d ayetems deoign to meet 
the needs of the Na tional Security Agency/Central Security 
Service a.nd coordinate with the departrnents and a.gen<:ie e · 
the.ir related rese.arch, de velopm ent, te5t and evaluation 
in the S!GU-IT fie ld. 

10. D etermine a nd a,".bm.it to the Secretar y of Defense lo i s tic 

11. 

lZ. 

• 

• 

s,w.ort re u t-emen .s or e a 1.on 't A ency. 
n ecurit Strvic e, toe ether with 1 e ci.fic 

-
D evelop requloite tecurity :rule a, regulations and otandardo 
governing op erating practices in a ccordance with the 
policie o o! th e U.S. lnt e.Wgence B oo.rd and the U.S. 
Communic ation• Security Board . 

. 
Prescribe within hlo field of a uthorized ope rationo reqUisite 
oec urity regul.ations covering operating practic e&, including 
the tra.As miaaion, handl ing, ·and diotribution o! SIG-INT · 
materi..l wit hin and amon g the e.lemento under hio control ; 
and exerche the neceaaa.ry monitoring &lld acperTiaory 
control to enoure cornplliUice witb the regulationo • 
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Make report• a.nd furn hb ln!ormation to tbe U .S. 
Intelligence BC.ard or the U.S, Communication• 
Security Board! a s required ... ~. :-.:..: :: ..... ·-. . . .'~ 

14. Respond to. the SIGINJ reg.wremento of a ll DoD 
Co mpo:tent.s andofber departments and agencie s . 

15. Eliminate unwarranted duplication of SIGINT 
e!Iorts. 

16 . Standardize SICINT e qwpme.nt and facilities 
. wherev~·:r practicable • . 

17. Provide for production and procurement of SIClNT 
equipment&. 

18. Provide the Dirsetor of Central Intelligence 
th rou the Se creta.ry o! Defense with auc:b for
mation as rec:uir e on t e past, current &nd P!2-
p_o•ed p lans programe, and costs o! the SlC!!'{T 
activities under his control. 

19. Provide guidance to the military department. to 
effect and insure •ound a.nd adequate military a.nd 
civilian SlCINT career development and training 
programs, and conduct, or otherwiae provide lor, 
neces•ary opeci&IU:ed and advU>.ced SlGINT 
tr~ining. 

. 20. Provide tec:lmical a dvice t.nd oupport t o enhance 
SIClNT arranaemecto with foreign gove rnmente, 
o.nd conduct, ao authorized, SICINT exchange a 
with far eigl!. governmeata, 

21. :e=r!orm ouch other functlono ae the Secretary of 
Defense aoa!gne • 

AUTHORITIES 

A. l?\!blect to the auth orit y. direction and cootrol of tb.. 
Secretary of Defense, the Director, National Security 

7 
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Service, is s eeificall 

elegated authority to: -· ' ' . . .. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Exer cise SIGINT opention&l control over SIGINT 
a ct ;vities of the United Statu. . - . ·-

I ssue dir ect to any o( hi a operating elem..nt s s'llcb 
ins tructions a.nd order • nec eaaar·y to e arry out hi a 
respon s ibiliti es a:-:~d function• . 

Have direct access.to, and direct conununiCatiocs witb, 
any element o£ the U.S. Government performing SIGIN'I' 
fun ctions . 

4. The authority ir. paragraph• 1, 2 and 3 above h aubject 
to review, approva..l aud c.octrol in acCordance with 
p rocedures determined by the Secretary of Defenee. 

. . . 
5. Adju•t a• requir ed, through the Service c ryptologic 

orga..oi zat ions, persom~.el resourc es under his SlGI.NT 
operational control .. 

6. Cent ralize or co11~oUdate SJGINT operations for which 
he ' Is r esponsible to the extent desirable, consistent 
with efiiciency, economy, eUectiveness, aJld •upport 
to Held conunandero. 

7. Submit, as a ppropriate, concurrent/letter of e va.luation 
eHicieDcy / !i tneos reporto on the colDnlUldera of oub
ordinate elements of the Central Security Service in 
accordanc:e with parent Service procedure&. 

8. 

9. 

Delegate SlGlNT opentioaal ~ o£ opecUied 
SlGlNT resourceo aBd facilitieo !or ouch periods and · 
!or ouch operational tuko u required or ae directed 
by the Seeretuy of Defenoe. • . ... . . . 

Prescribe SlGINT proceclureo !or a etivitiu to whom 
he provld ee technical guidanc.e • 

·-·-----·-· 
10. Preoc r ibe, or review and a pp rove oecurity rulu, 

regulation • and inotructiona, ao appropriate • 

s · 

. . 

' . 
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·- . ·. . . - . . 
Llstir.g of Specific Delegation• of Authority by the 

Secretary of DefeZ>se to the Director of the 
National Security Agency 

.:>If 1. Admillistrative authorities required for the admillia
tration and operation of the National Security Agency, as 
prescribe~ in DoD Directive !:>100. 2.3, dated May 17, 1967 . 

f'Z.. Authority to authorize or requeot the procurement of 
crypto1ogic ma.terial and equipmeDt by the military departments, 
ae prescribed in DoD Directive 5160.13, dated March ZO, 1956. 

lf3. Authority to eatabllah and administer programs of 

. ... ,._ ..... . . 
• 

•. . . 

training, •• prescribed in DoD Directive 1430, 4, d&ted 'P 
August 5, 1969. ,. QOO~)i ... ·•~ ~ 

<4. Authority to aaaigr. the ela.uilic~ior. of TOP SECRET, 

.. 

' b• 
-:. 
" . 

. . 
• 

• 

• 

aa prescribed in DoD Directive 5200, 1~1ldtted cJui) 1e, U68, 

andd'!~:l:;"o~o 12~. ~~~it~v::r;-7;~-!1, '964 . 

.IFS. Authority to determil>e the eligibility of·ir.dividual 
civiUar. officers and employee• to transport or atore their 
privately owned motor vehicle a &t Government expense, in 
accordance with provision• o! DoD Directive 1418. 3, da.ted 
June ZS, 1965. 

. ' . . 
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11. Cond11ct those SIG!NT operations undertaken in 
support of certain rnisaiono within the purview of 
NSCID No. 5. . -

-' . . .. 

VlU. 

. 
I z. Obtain such l.nfonnatioo and _iz>telligence material 

from the departments and agencieo (military 
deputmenta, other Department of Defense agenciee, 
or other departments or agencies of the Govern· 
ment) as may be oeeeuary tor the performance o£ 
the National Security Ageney/ CeDtral Security 
Service functions. 

13. M&.inta.in a departmental property account for the 
National Security Agency and the Central Security 
Ser vice headquarter.. 

B . Other authorities, opecifically delegated by the Secretary 
of Defense or by other proper authority to the Director, 
National Security Agency /Chief, Central Security 
Service in othe r directives o r boua.nceo, will be 
r-e! e r eoced in an Illcloa-ure to tbia.dire c.tive. 

RELATIONSHIPS 

A. ln the performa.nce of its reoponaihiliti eo and functiono, 
the Nation&! Secu r ity Agency /Ceutral Security Service 
•hall: 

I. Coordwte act!oDo, a• appropriate, with other DoD 
components, and other departmenta and agencieo 
of the CovernmeDt . 

2. Maintain direct lialton, ao appropriate, for the 
exchange of iniormation and advice in the field 
o1 itt aa~igned reopondb!.l!ty with other DoD 
componento aDd other department. and ageDciee 
o{ the Qovern.ment . 

3. Coordinate with other DoD compo1umte and other 
department'• and agenciea of the Government to 

9 .. 
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mal<e maximum use of ea t ablished facilities to 
preclude wmecessarily duplicating aucl> facllltiea~ 

. . -
4. Provide for direct liaison by repruelltatives of 

the intelligence compone~~ts of individual depart
ments and agencies regarding interpretation and 
amplificaticm o! requirement. ud prioritiea within 
the !ra.meworlc of objectives , requirements, and 
priorities est ablished by the Director of Central 
Intelligence. · 

B. Other DoD compOnents a hall provide oupport, within 
their respect!•• fielda of reilponsibility, to the Dir ector, 
National Security Agency /Chief, Central Security 
Service as may be neceaoary t o carry out hfa a.asigned 
responsihilitle s and functions. 

IX. ADMIJIIISTRATION 

x. 

• 

• 

A. To the extent applic;r.ble and consiotent -..ith the !unctiono 
assigned to the NlLHona.l Security Agency /Central 
Secu r ity Service, Department of Defense policies, 
regulations and procedures will govern . 

B. The National Security Agency/Central Security Service 
will be authorized ouch penonnel, £acilitieo, !undo IUld 
othe r administ,.ative oupport •• the Secretary o! Defense 
deem& ne cessary !Dr the performance of ita functlono . 
Other DoD component s • hall provid e ouppor t fo.r the 
Agency /Service &s pn• cribed in opecifie directivu or 
oupport agreements . 

CANCELLATION' 

To the extent they are inconolstent herewith, DoD Dlrec:tive 
S -5100. 20, "The National Securlt:r Agency", dated March 19, 
1959, DoD Directive S·lllS, 4, "Communic:&tiODo lnleWgence", 
dated March 19, 1959, and DoD Directive S-3115. Z, 
' 'El ectronic s lntellig...,ce", d&ted February 7, 1967 are 
hereby cance lled • 
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XI. EFFECTIVE DATE AND IMPLEMENTATION . . -
A. Thil directive is ei!ective upon publication. . . .... . . 
B. To meet the provision o£ tbb directive, the Director, 

No.tional Security Agency will develop a pla.n to 
implement this directive U.cluding eatabllabment of 
the Cent ral Seeurity Service for apprOVill by the 
Sec r e t a.ry o{ Defenoe with the a.dvice of the Joint ,, 
Chiefs of Staff. 

c. When the C entr&l Security Service b e'et&bliohed W>der 
the termo of this directive a.nd the a ppr oved inlplemeot· 
ing pl&n, all Depo.rtment o! Defenoe component• w:!.U 
review their existil>g d irectives , U.otructloao, a.nd 
regula.tions for con!ormity aJid aubirut Deceua.ry 
a:meodmel\b thereto to the Auhta.nt Secr .. ta.ry of 
Defense (lnteUigeuce) within ..U.ety (90) daya • 

. . . ...... . . . ' 

,·. 

Enclosure • 1 
Listing of Specific Dele gation• 

of Authority 
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