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MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL GOODPASTER 

SUBJECT: Bonin Islands 

The following h em.s a re submitted in brief explanation of some of 
the more important {&.ccors from a military point o£ vie"·- to be considered. 
in c onnection w ith retention of the. Bonin Islands. These factors relate 
only to this element of the problem, acd are not to be construed as cove r
ing the entire problem. 

Much of tile Join.t Chiefs of Staff reasoning in t.h.is m atter is rela ted 
to the event'ualit~ .. o£ United States forces withdra wi::.g !rom J apan. 

Our b ase $ )"Stem ill the Pacific Ocean is a single strategi c entity 
which. comprises numerous is land positions. Whi l e economy of fore e s 
will not permit maintenance of garrisons in all these positions. che maxi 
mum U.S. eonc::-ol mu! t be m aintained in o:de-r to assure maximum avail · 
o.bility in time of war. 

U:1.der tOe conditions envisaged, thes e islands would be used for the 
loll owing puT pose: s: 

1. As missile bases, including t,be necessary cor-trol 
appa ratus and radars. The J oint C hiefs oC S to.H !eel s t r or.gly 
as ~o th.e nec.es.sity of d.isparsal of our reta.Jia.tory fo~ces wi~ 
particular emphasis on locating a proportion o£ such farces out 
side the continenta l United States, thereby m a.lting th.e Soviet 
problem oC surprlse a ttack a !tarde" one to solve, and also 
decreasing re latively the attractiveness of t he <:ontinental Unite d 
Stat.es as a target . 

z. As & supporUng b ase for NSA and CIA operatiot>s. 

3. As an advanced submarine b:s se . 

4. As ar~ adva..lced storage site Cor limited number of 
nuc lear ~·eapons . 
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OC i'nterest i n ' connection with the !ore going is the physical si~e 
and conformation of these islands. They are small; they have almost 
no e c onomic poter.tia l and were utiliz.ed by the J apanese al most entire ly 
to increa s e J a panese military potenti~l. 

It has been contended that we should be willing to repatriate the 
Bonin Is landers to areas on which there a re no important mili tary instal 
lations . The Joint C niefs o£ Staff believe that repatriation of a Japanese 
oriented group to any of these isla.'"lds . regardless of whet.'>er or not there 
are at present any military installations . '\\•ould largely negate thei l' po 
ten tia l use£ulnes s. Fu::-thermore, the di££iculties which would ensue as 
a consequ ence of suc:O partial repatriation are clea.rly indicated by our 
experience in the Ryukyus Islands . . 
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