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STATEMENT BY

GEORGE TENET

DI1 OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE

JULY II 2003

LEGITIMATE QUESTIONS HAVE ARISEN ABOUT HOWREMARKS ON ALLEGED IRAQI ATTEMPTS TO

OBTAIN URANIUM IN AFRICA MADE IT INTO THE PRESIDENTS STATE OF TILE UNION SPEECH ONGOING

INQUIRIES BY THE PRESIDENTS FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE ADVISOIY BOARD AND THE CIAS INSPECTOR

GENERAL WILL EVENTUALLY SHED LIGHT ON THAT ISSUE

THERE IS ONE THING BOWEVER THAT IS ALREADY CLEAR THESE 16 WORDSSHOULD NEVER

HAVE BEEN INCLUDED HI TEXT WRITTEN FOR THE PRESIDENT ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN DRAFTING AND

VETTING THIS PORTION OF THE SPEECH BEAR RESPONSIBILITY WE AT CIA WEREAMONGTHOSE WHO

LET THE PRESIDENT DOWN

FOR PERSPECTIVE LITTLE HISTORY IS IN ORDER

THERE WAS FRAGMENTARY INTELLIGENCE GATHERED IN LATE 2001 AND EARLY 2002 ON THE

ALLEGATIONS OF SADDARNS EFFORTS TO OBTAIN ADDITIONAL RAWURANIUM FROM AFRICA BEYOND THE

550 METRIC TONS ALREADY IN IRAQ IN AN EFFORT TO INQUIRE ABOUT CERTAIN REPORTS INVOLVING

NIGER CIAS COUNTERPROLIFERATION EXPERTS TOOK THE INITIATIVE AND ASKED ART INDIVIDUAL WITH

TIES TO THE REGION TO MAKE VISIT TO SEE WHAT HE COULD LEARN HE REPORTED BACK TO US THAT

ONE OF THE FANNER NIGERIEN OFFICIALS HE MET TATED THAT HE WAS UNAWAREOF ANY CONTRACT

BEING SIGNED BETWEEN NIGER AND ROGUE STARES FOR THE SALE OF URANIUM DURING HIS TENURE IN

OFFICE THE SAME FONNER OFFICIAL ALSO NOTED THAT HE HAD INTERPRETED IRAQI COMMERCIAL

OVERTURES IN 1999 AS AN ATTEMPT TO DISCUSS URANIUM SALES THE FORMER OFFICIALS ALSO

OFFERED DETAILS REGARDING NIGERS PROCESSES FOR MONITORING AND TRANSPORTING URANIUM THAT

SUGGESTED IT WOULD BE VERY UNLIKELY THAT MATERIAL COULD BE ILLICITLY DIVERTED
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BECAUSE THIS REPORT ILL OUR VIEW DID NOT RESOLVE WHETHER IRAQ WAS OR WAS NOT

SEEKING URANIUM FROM ABROAD IT WAS GIVEN NORMAL AND WIDE DISTRIBUTION BUT WE DID NOT

BRIEF IT TO THE PRESIDENT VICEPRESIDENT OR OTHER SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS WEALSO

HAD TO CONSIDER THAT THE FORMER NIGERIEN OFFICIALS KNEWTHAT WHAT THEY WERE SAYING WOULD

REACH THE US GOVERNMENTAND THAT THIS MIGHT HAVE INFLUENCED WHATTHEY SAID

IN THE FALL OF 2002 MY DEPUTY AND BRIEFED HUNDREDS OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS ON

IRAQ WE DID NOT BRIEF THE URANIUM ACQUISITION STORY

ALSO IN THE FALL OF 2002 OUR BRITISH COLLEAGUES TOLD US THEY WEREPLANNING TO

PUBLISH AN UNCLASSIFIED DOSSIER THAT MENTIONED REPORTS OF IRAQI ATTEMPTS TO OBTAIN URANIUM

IN AFRICA BECAUSE WE VIEWED THE REPORTING ON SUCH ACQUISITION ATTEMPTS TO BE

INCONCLUSIVE WE EXPRESSED RESERVATIONS ABOUT ITS INCLUSION BUT OUR COLLEAGUES SAID THEY

WERECONFIDENT IN THEIR REPORTS AND LEFT IT IN THEIR DOCUMENT

IN SEPTCRNBER AND OCTOBER 2002 BEFORE SENATE COMMITTEES SENIOR INTELLIGENCE

OFFICIALS IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS TOLD MEMBERS OF CONGRESS THAT WEDIFFERED WITH THE

BRITISH DOSSIER ONTHE RELIABILITY OF THE URANIUM REPORTING

IN OCTOBER THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY IC PRODUCED CLASSIFIED 90 PAGE

NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE ESTIMATE NIE ON IRAQS PROGRAMS THERE IS LENGTHY

SECTION IN WHICH MOST AGENCIES OF THE INTELLIGENCE COMMUNITY JUDGED THAT IRAQ WAS

RECONSTITUTING ITS NUCLEAR WEAPONSPROGRAM LET ME EMPHASIZE THE NIB CITED SEVERAL KEY

REASONS FOR THIS ASSESSMENT THE AFRICAN URANIUM ISSUE WASNET ONE OF THEM

BUT IN THE INTEREST OF COMPLETENESS THE REPORT CONTAINED THREE PARAGRAPHS THAT

DISC IRAQS SIGNIFICANT 550METRIC TON URANIUM STOCKPILE AND HOW IT COULD BE DIVERTED

WHILE UNDER IAEA SAFEGUARD THESE PARAGRAPHS ALSO CITED REPORTS THAT IRAQ BEGAN

VIGOROUSLY TRYING TO PROCURE MORE URANIUM FROM NIGER AND TWO OTHER AFRICAN COUNTRIES

WHICH WOULD SHORTEN THE TIME BAGHDAD NEEDED TO PRODUCE NUCLEAR WEAPONS THE NIB

STATES FOREIGN GOVERNMENT SERVICE REPORTED THAT AS OF EARLY 2001 NIGER PLANNED TO
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SEND SEVERAL TONS OF PURE URANIUM PROBABLY YELLOWCAKC TO IRAQ AS OF EARLY 2001

NIGER AND IRAQ REPORTEDLY WERE STILL WORKING OUT THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR THIS DEAL WHICH

COULD BE FOR UPTO 500 TONS OF YELLOWCAKE THE ESTIMATE ALSO STATES WEDO NOT KNOW

THE STATUS OF THIS ARRANGEMENT WITH REGARD TO REPORTS THAT IRAQ HAD SOUGHT URANIUM FROM

TWO OTHER COUNTRIES THE ESTIMATE SAYS WECANNOT CONFIRM WHETHER IRAQ SUCCEEDED IN

ACQUIRING URANIUM ORE ANDOR YCLLOWCAKE FROMTHESE SOURCES MUCH LATER IN THE NIB

TEXT MI PRESENTING SRI ALTERNATE VIEW ON ANOTHER MATTER THE STATE DEPARTMENTS BUREAU OF

INTELLIGENCE AND RESEARCH INCLUDED SENTENCE THAT STATES FINALLY THE CLAIMS OF IRAQI

PURSUIT OF NATURAL URANIUM IN AFRICA ARE IN INRS ASSESSMENT HIGHLY DUBIOUS

AN UNCLASSIFIED CIA WHITE PAPER IN OCTOBER MADE NOMENTION OF THE ISSUE AGAIN

BECAUSE IT WAS NOT FUNDAMENTAL TO THE JUDGMENT THAT IRAQ WAS RECONSTITUTING ITS NUCLEAR

WEAPONS PROGRAM AND BECAUSE WEHAD QUESTIONS ABOUT SOME OF THE REPORTING FOR THE

SAME REASONS THE SUBJECT WAS NOT INCLUDED IN MANY PUBLIC SPEECHES CONGRESSIONAL

TESTIMONY AND THE SECRETARY OF STATES UNITED NATIONS PRESENTATION IN EARLY 2003

THE BACKGROUND ABOVE MAKES IT EVEN MORE TROUBLING THAT THE 16 WORDS EVENTUALLY

MADE IT INTO THE STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH THIS WAS MISTAKE

PORTIONS OF THE STATE OF THE UNION SPEECH DRAFT CAME TO THE CIA FOR COMMENT

SHORTLY BEFORE THE SPEECH WAS GIVEN VARIOUS PARTS WERESHARED WITH COGNIZANT ELEMENTS

OF THE AGENCY FOR REVIEW ALTHOUGH THE DOCUMENTS RELATED TO THE ALLEGED NIGERIRAQI

URANIUM DEAL HAD NOT YET BEEN DETERMINED TO BE FORGERIES OFFICIALS WHOWEREREVIEWING

THE DRAFT REMARKS ON URANIUM RAISED SEVERAL CONCEMS ABOUT THE FRAGMENTARY NATURE OF THE

INTELLIGENCE WITH NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL COLLEAGUES SOME OF THE LANGUAGE WAS

CHANGE FROMWHAT WEKNOWNOWAGENCY OFFICIALS IN THE END CONCURRED THAT THE TEXT IN

THE SPEECH WAS FACTUALLY CORRECT IE THAT THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT REPORT SAID THAT IRAQ

SOUGHT URANIUM FROM AFRICA THIS SHOULD NOT HAVE BEEN THE TEST THIS DID NOT RISE TO THE

LEVEL OF CERTAINTY WHICH SHOULD BE REQUIRED FOR PRESIDENTIAL SPEECHES AND CIA SHOULD

HAVE ENSURED THAT IT STAYED OUT
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THE PROCESS INVOLVED IN PRODUCING AND REVIEWING THE PRESIDENTS SPEECH DID NOT

WORKAS WELL AS IT SHOULD HAVE IT IS IMPORRANT TO STRESS THAT OUR EXCHANGES TOOK PLACE AT

LEVELS WELL BELOW THE PRESIDENTS AS TYPICALLY IS THE CASE AM CONFIDENT THE PRESIDENT BAD

EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT THE TEXT PRESENTED TO HIM WAS SOUND

SIN RE FOR ANY SHORTCOMINGS AT MY AGENCY WE SHOULD HAVE DONE

BETTER JOB OF SERVING THE PRESIDENT IN THIS MATTER
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