GOVERNMENT
EXHIBIT

414 |
105 Cr. 394 (ID)

001387
LL002-01982

aAD VA R

Monpay, JULY 14, 2003 AZIA

BY MARGARET SCOTT

ade the strategic

th of negotiation.

s of peace will take
ng the systematic
ied struggle, the el-
the notion that kill-
2 accomplished al-
mined government
itement in govern-
tional curriculums.
are taught about Is-

1 maps of Israel ap-
s as the place next
:onquered, when co-
2 jihad kindergarten
‘oorstep. For as John
Jeace does not lie in
s, It lies in the hearts

ister of Israel.

th

tion about the study been
etter signed by 138 mem-
) the NAS president, warn-
)00 appropriation was not
olicy changes that would
shol industry.

| and Human Services ad-
e study’s program officer
| industry be allowed to
. before it was released.

g g e e Al L A

Robert D. Novak
Mission
To Niger -

The CIA’s decision to send re-
tired diplomat Joseph C. Wilson
to Africa in February 2002 to in-
vestigate possible Iragi purchases
of uranium was made routinely at..
a low level without Dn'ecto
George Tenet's knowledge.
markably, this produced a poh?
cal firestorm that has not yet sub-
sided.

- Wilson’s report that an Iraqiu
purchase of uranium yellowcake
from Niger was highly unhkelg,
was regarded by the CIA as less |
than definitive, and it is doubtﬁtl
Tenet ever saw it. Certainly Pregi
dent Bush did not, before his
2003 State of the Union address}"
when he attributed reports of at%i

~ tempted Iraqi uranium purchases™

to the British government. That.
the British relied on forged docu-
ments made Wilson’s missiop,
nearly a year earlier, the basis of, I
furious Democratic accusations..

" of burying intelligence, thoug I

the report was forgotten by the
time the president spoke. o
Reluctance at the White House!'
to admit a mistake has led Demo*"
crats ever closer to saying thes
president lied the country intoy
war. Even after a belated admis;
sion of error last Monday, fmge:—
pointing between Bush a A
tration agencies continued. Mes-
sages between Washington anﬂ’
the pres:denual entourage trav-~
eling in Africa hashed over the®
mission to Niger. oy
Wilson’s mission was created:

" after an early 2002 report by the

Italian mtelhgence service about
attempted uranium purchases
from Niger, derived from forged
documents prepared by what the
CIA calls a “con man.” This mis-
information, peddled by Italian
journalists, spread through the
US. government. The White
House, the State Department and
the Pentagon, and not just Vice
President Cheney, asked the CIA
to look into it.

That's where Joe Wilson came
in. His first public notice
come in 1991 after 15 years
Foreign Service officer when, as
U.S. chargé in Baghdad, he nsk¢d
his life to shelter in the embassx»
some 800 Americans from Sad«
dam Hussein’s wrath. My partner"
Rowland Evans reported from"
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" haven't talked of the humanitarian
ntervention—ending the bloodshed,
« personal security of ordinary citi-
rid of tyrants. But there is no end of
d of such relief.
1 we decide what to do about Liberia?
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s should intervene: '
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‘ood we are likely to achieve outweigh -

're likely to do in the place where we

sod we do in that place outweigh the
v do to our nation’s interests else-
1 the world? :

jlem something we can help to fix
ely bomb)?

retty good checklist.

that- yWilson-showed. “the stutt o
heroism.” The next year, Presi<,
dent George H.W. Bush namedy
him ambassador to Gabon, and
President Bill Clinton put him in "
charge of African affairs at tlig;x
National Security Council unfil’
his retirement in 1998. T
Wilson never worked for the
CIA, but his wife, Valerie Plame{:
is an agency operative on weap-
ons of mass destruction. Two ses?
nior administration officials told ,
me that Wilson's wife suggested,
sending him to Niger to investi:-,
gate the Italian report. The CI&,
says its counterproliferation offi- £
cials selected Wilson and askéd”
his wife to contact him. “Twill gt
answer any question about my*“
wife,” Wilson told me. i
After eight days in Niger’s cap-

ital of Niamey (where he had,

once served), Wilson made an;
oral report in Langley that gn
Iragi uranium purchase wasy,
“highly unlikely,” though he also’,
mentioned in passing that a 1988~
Traqi delegation had tried to és-
tablish commercial contacts. CIA!'
officials did not regard Wilson's”
intelligence as definitive, being
based primarily on what the Ni-
ger officials told him and prob-
ably would have claimed under
any circumstances. The CIA re-
port of Wilson’s briefing remains
classified. i
All this was forgotten until iA
porter Walter Pincus revealed in'-
The Post on June 12 that an un-
named retired diplomat had g)gt
Ni

- en the CIA a negative report.

until Wilson went public on Julﬁ
6, however, did his finding ignite™
the firestorm. oy
During the to the imsil
vasion of Iraqg, Wilson had taken ac
measured public position—viey-i;
ing weapons of mass destructions,
as a danger but considering mil 4
itary action t6 be a last resort. He,,
has seemed much more critical of
the administration since reveal
ing his role in Niger. In The Podt !
on July 6, he talked about thév
Bush team “misrepresenting thel
facts,” asking: “What else ase'j
they lying about?” - jun
After the White House ad-
mitted error, Wilson declined all,,
television and radio interviews, .
“The story was never me,” he told
me, “it was always the sbatemei_iff_‘
in [Bush’s] speech.” The story:!
actually, is whether the adminiss!
tration deliberately ignored Wil-
son’s advice, and that requiresa
scrutinizing the CIA’s summarys;
of what its envoy reported. They
agency never before has declaséi—w
fied that kind of information, but
the White House would like it re;'“
do just that now—in its and the'
public’s interest. 403
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