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MR. FLEISCHER: Good morning. The President began this morning with
his intelligence briefing, then had an FBI briefing. At 10:40 a.m. this
morning the President will tour a Head Start Center at the Highland Park
Elementary School in Washington, and then he will make remarks on early
childhood development. He will urge Congress to take action to reauthorize
the Head Start program. This is something that the President feels very
strongly about as an important way to help children get on with early
development and early learning, particularly with early reading.

He wants to make sure that in addition to giving children the right
nutrition and regular medical care, that Head Start serves as a platform
from which students can begin to read and learn at a very young age. Based
on science, he knows it can be done. He wants. to make sure we're doing
everything we can to improve education for our children. That will be the
tenor of his remarks.

Then he will return to the White House. Then he will depart this
evening for his trip to Africa. That's it on the Pregident's agenda. So,
with that, I'm all yours. : )

Q What is the Presxdent’s thinking at this stage about sendlng
peacekeepers to Liberia?

MR. FLEISCHER: The aszessment team has landed on the ground and
the President awaits their reports. They will engage in a number of
conversations with regional -- with nations in the region. And we have not
vet received their reports back. We will await their reports before the
President makes any call.

Q Do you think it could be a number of days?

MR. FLEISCHER: I am going to try to get you some type of update on
timing later. What I will try to do is we'll let you know if something can
be ruled in or ruled out, in terms of today, at least. I don't know the
answer to that yet, I've asked -- I anticipate I will have a handle on
that shortly, and we'll spread the word.
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