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win within nine months what_
in all likelihood, will be.unan-
imous cndorsement of bofh
chambers? * B

“REP. JOBN® Moss (D~

- Calif.), the aitthor; - godfather,

-

&1t deamiatized ‘thg"'jismq,;fpr

| &16.pit e White B

and vocal champion of the
freedom - of - information - con*
dept over the last-decade, ex<
plains it one way: e
_ You had fo develop a pub-
fi dialog” he suggests. |
eyou had to ediicate, the
Ametlcan; people and\the Con-
gress itself on the: need’ for
.such legislation” *, " -

. Biggest: .boost for, ‘the bill

came in the 1964 Presidential
election campaigh, he' saide, -

Republicans. made freedom
of information, - and; alleged

suppression and ménagement,
2" Bi4joR. cant-
o .ing -nation

of the news
paign. issue, -
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tho public.
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2 “The wnanim

ity of, the.feiferal-government,
“from its’ incredsed role.jn our
-lives, and -from the increasing
awareness by Americans of the

threat involved in- governmént .

secrecy on vital records effedt-
ing their fate.« «..0v,

Humsfeld — in what Dem~

Jocrats doubtless would con-.
itend was a politieally motivated
,d=iagnosis‘—$ said, that the pjol{
icies of 'the Johhsbfi adminis+

. tration in particular have spot-

lighted for the people the need
for such legislation.. | L
_ “With ‘the continping teri-
dency toward mandged news
and suppressicn of public in-
‘fermation. that the people are
entitled to have, the issues have
at last been brought home
forcefully to the™ public,” he
declared.

WHATEVER the reason,
the measure will be- brought

before the Holse June 20 up- e

der a special procedure used
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directly, from. committee to, the-

"~ To comiperisate for thif ez

‘hifds margin js meeq ed for

_eategorigs

~! " has-hee

@ unanimous] Actid s af-:.
ter years of, delag.fesults from.-
© LtHé growing size-and complexs MNBEASY = T S

“tion to contintie it opposit

‘would be an urconstitif

H_gtfse Rules Committee is by-
passed and .the measure. goes

flgor; with time for debate
limited to 40 minuies. . i

traordindry ' dispatch,. a, tio- !

passage instead of the usual
simple majority, .~ . ..

» Moss said he. anticipated no -
difficulty. in getting the extra-
ordinary margin. -“In fact; I
wouldn’t be surpriged if it were
unanimous,” he said, .
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IHEE, BILL'S Koy ptovisions

declare that: ' -

¢ The - public is entitled to
sérutinize alt federal records,
except thase, i cerfain exempt

&

& papers involv-
ial, ‘security and for-
eign policy; file§” of fedoral
Taw-onfi feement:. agendies;
I?r;_g:di'q gqfa,nd péfs_‘pfh_peli‘fe&i:ﬁs’,
antt ‘frade " secrets fhat idustry
n réquired. to. furnish
ORIeRts, ms e,

“Fhey inc

ase s
I gss-‘“li'e'fushl to ;‘nclitiff_:fsu i
linguage led -the" adminisira-

to the bill, on the ground that it
invasion., by. Cobgress af. étlgeéé,
exeeutive branch’y right tostin -
its own affairs,. - S
DESPITE " thit: positioi,
Moss says He has beeh guaran<
teed.-that. . President, Johnsor |
will npt ye;o'the measure. . .
1, As oy added; safeguardy
%@ainst"Mﬁ‘ropé} disclosuteniot 1
in the npational interest, the
legisiation will not go into efs-
fect until one year after it is
signed into Taw. o

Thiat will | give ' governmen
agenci¢s time 10~ review: then
categories of exempt data; pres i
pare mechanics for making |
records available to the public,
and come back to Congresy if b
further law is peeded to make
the long-delayed freedom-of-
information concept work.
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