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! ,u MISCELLANEOUS SR

[ " . Py i
Parts of‘ the South Afncan uranium enrich-
ment . pilot plant are now in operation; The
process used: in the plantiis believed to-be :

. based ‘on’ aerodynamlc principles like the
| Becker. nozzle process, and it is likely that.
only cértain .parts of the process are bcing
tosted. Plge 2) RS B
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:! . The pilot-plant is large enough to,have, a’’small -economig .
. - production eaﬂahility.|(The South Africans;are;n“anning to
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- South : Afrinan funds. orﬁiointly with funds.| ‘from: a Western' “;lﬂ s
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' South African Uranium‘anichment Pilot Plant in Operation:
rime nister © epublic of South Alrica has
announoed ;that the pilot plant at Valindaba went into
operation during the wéekend of 5= 6 April. (Reuters 1217,
7 jApr 78). D 'i'l‘f‘ |
o R | n l

j "omment-" Slnca 1971, the South Africans have beén
constructing a pilot plant for enrichment of uranium, iwhich-
they oclaim uses a . new- domestically developed process, . '
Various' dates had baen!set:for the:plant to go into opara-
tion, the-.lateat havihg been at the end of 1975. The South. -
African pilot facliity cortains three processing buildings. -

[

aLy
Prime Minister's' announcement refers to the atart-up of the .
entire installation. "It'is possible that only one or two
of the thriee proceasing bLildings have ‘gone into operation,:
and it is likely that’ oniy certain: parts of the process are:

being taatad.: .!h{,!- D
: ; -ﬁ“-sl Ii';:‘ S ' VRN :

‘gf The ’ pracesa used: An’| the ‘plant . ia believed to be haaed
on aerodynamic principlee like the: Becker: ‘nozzle process. -

.l
g

construct’ a’'full scale  commarcial plant, t9: be 'built with _g 1

'lapge . .domestic .

"The South Af cana will use the

ser'ves

" country,.
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